
PREFACE.

hira on Juan FernandeZj and he will malce a

spelling-book first, and a salt-pan afterwards. Jn

ccelum Jusscris, ibit, or the other way either, it is

all one so as anything is to be got by it. Yet,

after all, thin, speculative Jonathan is more like

the Englishman of two centuries ago than John

Bull himself is. He has lost somewhat in solidity,

has become fluent and adaptable, but more of the

original groundwork of character remains.

New England was most assuredly an unpromising

soil wherein to search for humour ; but, fortunately,

that is a hardy and prolific plant, and is to be found

in some of its infinite varieties, in more or less

abundance everywhere.

To the well-known apjiellation of Yankees, their

Southern friends have added, as we have seen, in

reference to their remarkable pliability, the 'nomi-

nation of "Eels." Their humour is not merely

original, but it is clothed in quaint language. They

brought with them many words now obsolete and

forgotten in England, to which they have added

others derived from their intercourse with the In-

dians, their neighbours the French and Dutch, and

their peculiar productions. Their pronunciation,

perhaps, is not very dissimilar to that of their


