
PREAMBLE*

own judgment would permit, its being a

tranflatidn, though of the fined tragedy the

French can boaft ; the extravagant encomi-

ums which I lavifhed on Mademoifelle Du-

menil, whofe manner of xdting I wilhed her

to imitate, &c. &c. &c. made her lukewarm,

when I wanted her to be an enthufiaft ; fo that

defign was dropped. One day, however, pre-

vious to this, when the gentleman, whom I

have mentioned, had been employed in ex-

amining the original, while I read the tranf-

lation ; at the conclufion of the bufmcfs, I

faid :
" I have here an attempt at an ode;

'* 'tis a new fancy of mine : *tis in honour of

*' the national aflembly of France.'* He read

it, and defired that it might be publiflied in a

newfpaper : and he afterwards encouraged me

to publifli three more, which, together with

the firft, are in this v jlume, and alfo another,

not publifhcd before. 1 then read to him

fome remarks on the poetical elocution of

the theatre, and on the manner of ading tra-

gedy;
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