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also allowed to trade with them. By this declaration

it appears, that to satisfy the pretensions of the British

government, the United States must join Great Bri.

tain in the war with France, and prosecute the war

until France should be subdued; for without her

subjugation, it were in vain to presume on such a

concession. The hostility of the British govern-

ment to tl^se states has been still further disclosed.

It has been made manisfest that the United Stales

arc considered by it as the commercial rival of Great

Britain, and that their prosperity and growth are in-

compatible with her welfare. When all these circum-

stances are taken into cons'deration, it is impossible

for your committee to doubt the motives which have

governed the British ministry in all its measures to-

wards the United States, since the year 1805. Equal-

ly is it impossible to doubt, longer, the course which

the United States ought to pursue towards Great

Britain.

From this review of the multiplied wrongs of the

British government since the commencement of the

present war, it must be evident to the impartial world,

that the contest which is now forced on the United

States, is radically a contest for their sovereignty and

independence. Your committee will not enlarge on

any of the injuries, however great, which have had a

transitory eftect. They wish to call the attention of

the hcuse to those of a permanent nature only, which

intrench so deeply on our most important rights, and

wound so extensively and vitally our best interests,

as could not fail to deprive the U, States of the princi-

pal advantages of their revolution, if submitted to.

The controul of our commerce by G. Britain in re-

gulating, at pleasure, and expelling it almost from

the ocean ; the oppressive manner in which these re-

gulations have been carried into effect, by seizing and

confiscating such of our vessels, with their cargoes,

as were said to have violated her edicts, often with-

out previous warning of their danger ; the impress-


