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many scioiitiflc iirohliMiis alTct-tiii^' tlu; ((iiiiiiuTcial tlHlicrieH of tlio woHt coii8t wliicli

I iiiilil licro bu Htiulii-Ml to t;n'i\\ )i(lvaiita{;o.

Oil •Iniio l-'S I U'ft Han Francisco for I'ortland, Orcg., where I urrived June Ifl,

iiikI wluTi' the tlirtT following (lays were passed in interviewing persons interested in

ilif salmon industry.

Wliile at Portland a day (June 10) was oeeiijued in a vinit to tlie U, M. Fish

(dniniission station on the Cla-lcainas Kiver and to the falls of Wiilanu'tte Kiver at

Oregon t'ity. l(ot!> streams were higii and miuldy. A elose personal inspettioa of

I lie falls disclose<l the presence of a large nund>er of salmon immediately below the

I iiseades, although no llsli- were oltsei-ved in the act of ascending the falls. The rocks

liver which the water was breaking and at the sides of the falls were literally covered

witii lampreys (/v'«^»(/>/»<'HH»( /riV/rH^/<«.'<) endeavoring to rea«'h the lieailwattus of the

river.

From Porthind it was my inlentioir to visit the Cascades and The Dalles, but this

liad to lie abandoned, owing to the high lluods, which had caused a discoiitihnautte of

lisliing, had entirely suspended railroad com nuinication with the npi>er Tobunbia,

iiiid bad rendered water transportation uncertain. This state of alVairs made it pos-

sible to study the fisheries of only the lower river, which were but little att'ect<Ml by
t!ic high water.

I'ortland was left on June 1!) and Astoria was reached on the next day. The
tliree following days were occupied in examination of the canneries and lisheries of

tiiat ph»c(^ and vicinity.

My inspectu)!!of the important fisheries of the lower Columbia Uiver was greatly

iiined by Mr. M. J. Kinuey, of Astoria, who, in addition to other courtesies, extended

lilt; use of his steam launch for a visit to the pound-net and seining grounds at Sand
island and in IJaker Hay, thus permitting a closer and more satisfactory study of the

I (iiiditions than would have otherwise been jiossible.

I returned to Portland on .lune 24 an<r left the next day for Washington, D. C,
where 1 arrived JulyL*.

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE WEST COAST FISHERIES.

The general commercial fisheries of the Pacific States are of more recent origin

tliaii those of any otliercoast section of the country, and, with the exception of the

siibnon fishery, they are less devcloju'd than those of any other region. It is true

tliat some branches of the fisheries were established before tlii' aciiiii.sition of the

territory by the lJnite<l States, but it was only at a comparatively recent date that

tii(! taking of the salmon for commercial i)urpose8 liegan, while the utilization of most

ntiicr fishery resources has had a much later origin. Nevertheless, in the period of

tliirty years, during which it may be said the fisheries of the west coast have existed,

till- ii.dustry has attained great imiHUtance and now ranks next to that of tii<» New
I'.iig) d and Middle Atlantic States in extent and value. There seems no reason to

(Inabt that the business will assume vastly greater proportions in the near future,

although there is cause to apprehend a decline in several important branches, as, for

instance, the salmon, the wlialc. the fur-seal, and the sea otter fisheries.

The various jdiases of the fishing industry of the west coast, ineludiiig Alaska,

;!ivi' emiiloyment to about 17,000 porsi-ns. the capital invested amounts to about

•".'.MKf.tKM). and the annual value to the lishermen of the products taken is approxi-

niatelv $7,300,000.
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