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pennant's tour in SCOTLAND.

my window reminds me of my debt, and forbids my filence, caufing the plcafing glow of
gratitude to diffufe itfclf over the whole frame, indcad of forcing up the mibittering figh

of Ji angultis ille ! Now every fccnc I enjoy receives new charms, for I mingle with tne

vifibie beauties, the more pleafini; idea of owing them to you, the worthy neighbour

and firm friend, who are happy in the calm and domeflic paths of life with abilities

fupciior to ollentation, and gortdtiors content with its own reward : with a found judg-

ment and hoiieft heart you worthily dii'charge the fenatorial truft rcpnfed in you, whofe
unprejudiced vole aids to ftill the nKulncrsof the people, or aims to check the prefump-

tion of the miniller. My happiu'.Is in being from your earlieft life your neighbour,

makes me confident in my obfervation
;
your increafing and difcerning band of friends

difcovcrs and confirms the iuflicc of it : may the rcsfons that attract and bind us to

yuu ever remain, is the molt grateful wi&ithat can be thought of, by,

Dear Sir, &c.

, THOMAS PENNANT.
Downing, October 20th, 1771.
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ON Monday the 26th of June, take my departure from Chefter, a city without

parallel for the fmgular (Irudure of the four principal ftreets, which are as if exca-

vated out of the earth, and funk many feet beneath the furface ; the carriages drive far

beneath the level of the kitchens, on a line with ranges of (hops, over which on each

fide of the flreets palTcngcrs walk from end to end, in galleries open in front, fecure

from wet or heat. The back courts of all thefe houfes are level with the ground, but

to go into any of thefc four ftreets it is neceflary to defcend a flight of feveral fteps.

The Cathedral is an ancient ftrufture, very ragged on the outHde, from the nature

of the red friable ftone * with which it is built : the tabernacle work in the choir is very

neat } but the beauty and elegant fimplicity of a very antique gothic chapter-houfe, is

what merits a vifit from every traveller.

The Hypocauft near the Feathers Inn, is one of the remains of the Romansf, it

being well known that this place was a principal ftation. Among many antiquities

found here, none is more fmgular than the rudo fculpture of the Dea Armigera Mi-
nerva, with her bird and her altar, on the face of a rock in a fmall field near the

Welch end of the bridge.

The caftle is a decaymg pile. The walls of the city, the only complete fpecimens

of ancient fortiBcations, are kept in excellent order, being the principal walk of the

inhabitants : the views from the feveral parts are very fine ; the mountains of Flint-

Ihire, the hills of Broxton, and the infulated rock of Beefton, form the ruder part of

the fcenery ; a rich flat forms the fofter view, and the profpe£t up the river towards

Boughton recalls in fome degree the idea of the Thames and Richmond hill.

Pafled through Tarvin, a imall village j in the church-yard is an epitaph in memory
of Mr. John Thomafen, an excellent penman, but particularly famous for his cxa£t and
elegant imitation of the Greek chai-after.

Del^mere, which Leland calls a faire and large foreft, with plenty of redde deere

and falow, is now a black and dreary wafte ; it feeds a few rabbets, and a few bUck
Terns

J
fkim over the fplaflics that water forae part of it.

Saxum arenarium friabile rubrum. Da CoJIa, FoJJiU. I. 119.

f Tliii city was the Deva and Devana of Antonint, and the itatioD of the Legio victfiaia viArix.

t Ur. Zooi. II. No. 256.
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