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The Tenth hitiTMHtionHl (ifologk-iil ('oiiBre«« U not

wholly iinkiiown evt-n to pfople in thia fr«iiiilr.v who
t«ki' little or HO iritiTciit in Ki'olony or miiiiiitt

The (iiicliprice may recBll the Htlenlioii which the

('HtindiHii n<'WH|iHpvrit (rav« to (.'crtMiii reattinp* of the
Mexican ('ongre«iK. On.' rnorninK. for inMt«ru'H, ii was
an-umnct-d with Htartlinn hi>aillineH that a tliNrir-jmithed

con(trps«oni((t from MontPeiil ha<) heen overwhchne.!
hy a volennic oiitlmrnt on Mount r.)liin«. Aiiothi-r <i«.\

toU'uraphii- d.'-pntclujs toUi in n<i '

-(s terror-insnirinjr

lantruage of a snow-slide on Mount Urizaha that earrii-il

with it a Toronto eongn-NNionisI thn-e thoii<«iiiMl ttpt

to the depths below. Happily these (lf«patt-h> k. enpit-a

of whieh with lirii-f. lint iippn-i-iiitivc oltitmiry notioett

I found in my serai'lmnk the other day. proved to hr

hilt fahrieations of prens agentH, and all the tneinben
of thf Canadian eontiiiRent rehirned to thi-ir niitive

i.iiid. n little the worse for wear, pi-rhaps, hut still in

a H.-itisfaetory state of eonvalcsnenei-.

In dowrihinfT the Sf*'xiean foiiKress it will he w.ii

to note briefly varioiw features of the work of organi-
/ation, the exeursions. the sessioHs. eiitertainoients itnd

Hnally the nehieveme.itH or hcni-flcial and Instinjr le-

Nillts of (he i-iiUKresH, A knowledge of these fentuns
Hhoiitd he of value in making arrangements for the
Canadian Congress, and in earrying out the work. In-

eidentally I shall refer to the natural attraetions that

Mexico offers to visitors, and the speejal fiieilitie-* that

the eountr>- had in 1!H>6 fur entertaining a large 1> :dy vf

people. If it is deeided that our eouiitry. compared
with Mexieo, is lacking in natural attractions or in

faoililics for entertaitnng, then we sh.udd attempt to

make lip for these in other ways. Personally I believe

that Canada, while offering a great contrast to Mexico,
will prove no less attractive to our visitors, and that
the achievements of the Twelfth Congr.'T'a will he of mueli
importance to Hcienee and ti» this country.

The following passage from Prescott. deseribing the
march of Cortez' eoncnioring army nearly 400 years
ago, from the sea to the valley of Mexico, show's the
character of the scenery:

"Nothing eould he more grand than the view
which met the eye from the area on the truncated
summit of the pyramid. Toward the north stretch-

ed that bold itarrier of porphyritie rock which
"atnre has reared round the Valley of Mexico
•An abSlraet of this Caprr va^ r^j.) „( ll,^ mfrr'"rTir nf rn i

.Vtarch. About Hlx-(«eventh« at the timo ilev.-teVt tiTtht I'M- "^-
rimi-h Interim und value to mlnt.iir ^nttlnrprH hd tn Kt-olintrn

with the hujfe l'oi>»)eat'|iell ,tnd IztaeeihuatI Maiid-
ing like two ciilossal xentinelN to guard the entrance
to Ihe enehfliiteil region. Far away to the south
WHS ^e..n thi- ' onieal head of Orixaba soaring high
into :be clouds, and nearer the barren, (hough
bcaiititu" Hhii|ied Hierra rie Maliirche. throwing
its l.roiid shadows i.v>-r the plaJiiH nf Tlascala
Three »T these are volcanoes, higher than the high-
est mountain peak in Kurope. and shrouded in

HUow^ that never nn*lt under the Heree sun of the
tropics. At Die foot of the spectator lay the saered
city o|- Cholula. with its bright towers and pin-
nacles s|iarkltng in llie sun. pep()sinff amidst ganl-
ens jitid verdant gro\.H. which then thickly studded
the cultivated environs of the ca|.ilfil. Such was
ihi' magniticent prns|M.ct which met tlie gaze of the
eon(|u.rors. and may still, with slight change, meet
that of the modem traveller as from the platform
of the gr..Hf ,,y.-.H..id '.is >.y.j v/andeis ov.-r tin-

fairest portion of the beautiful plateau of Puebhi."
For some yiars nmny geologists hail expressed the

l.'"pe that ii nu-eting of the Congress would be held in
Mexico at a time convenient for the government of the
eoiintrv and the Mexican geologists. The i.i.biications
of the (ieological Institute of Mexico had shown that
the cruintry offered a vast field for geological studies of
all kinds. Moreover, being sueh a heautifut land and
so interesting from other points of view, its natural
features having been so well described by Humbolt an,|
lis early history in the fascinating pages of Prescott,
anil possessing great mineral wealth and historic mines'
Mexico offers iiiiexcelle,! attracti.ini to visit us. especially
to these fnun more northern regions.

At the Ninth Cong ens. held in Vienna in IdiY.i. ihe
h<.pe of having a meeting in Mexico was realized, it

being decided to hold the tenth meeting in that de-
lightfiil ciumtry. Canada had also sent a i invitation to
Vienna, but the attractions of Srcxieo and the hearty
invitation extended by the Government and the Oeo-
logical Insiitule won the day for the southern country.
The invitation having been definitely accepted, a

Committee of Organization was formed. This commit-
tee solicited the co-operation of all geologists residing
in Mexico, and of a certain numlier of mining and
other industrial companies and finally that of the
governors and high officials of various states of the

llf!..iiu.ltl.-.li (Vin.iiilllrr ..r tlif liEh ('..iiKi'fHK In Ollawa In
i will be Ofcunlert with excirpilonB. whl.-h will bB of an
he C'lnureBB niljht properly b.- ralleil a ".Mining and G*"i-


