
fchiirc or llui St. Lawrence, liul It wu uxiFrillnKly UanKeruuii una
many iiurlaiieii Interveneil between uavmable »lreliiiB«. liviri In
lliwe «ii-(ullcil imvlKalne mi 'Ichea, tiiwIiiK liml tii li>> r'e«>rte<l Co,

A iiiimlier "I acrlilenln hu. reauy liai>|iene.l In wli.tli men ami
lunoea liuil been loat. In l^ year Urn, tUn SJiienoi- ,i( the Siil-

|iiilan», Mr. DolHer ile I'aMin, unilerluuk In Improve llie Little
lllver St. Flerrc, anil to make It navlisulile loi c.il.cw*. friiiu lu
mcji.lh lo l.nK.> St. I'leiri.. a hIihIIow body ol water lying alioiil

ball way between .Montretil anil l.aiblne libla luKe nu lonK rllK-

aiipeare.l, owlnn rhiifl.v to the work.s Uonn In n.nne<llon with the
l.nehlne cannlj. and lo open up ii cut irom the lake to a point on
the [il. i.uwreilie above tile t.orsl pari ol llie rn]U(l».

.» nolarbil contract wan piiHaeil. b.-lween the mntnutor. (l,'.ilc'.on

lie rs uliwne anil .VIr. Ilollier Ue c.is.<on. Mr the excav-xtlon of a
latial ;;l arpeuLs. o, ubout one inlle. In length, twelve (eet wlile
at the eur.jce of the grounil and i! vur; .ng width at th,' bottom,
according to Ule depth or cutting. The water tlowlng IhrouKh the
canal WBii to be at leant eighteen Inches deep ut the period ol
lowest water In the rit. l.rfiwrence.

The work was begun In October, I71I11, ami In Kebiliary or the
yo.ir rollowing the contractor railed, after having iierformed thu
greater part of his rimlrnct. the whole or the cut being completed
at the llrae. except ror a depth or three or rour reel on some I'.lui)

reel In length.

The canal was excavuteil ror about one-third of Its length
through clay mixed with boulders, the balance being through
quarry rm-k.

A settlemcnl was made wit i the contractor In the iiprlag. the
amount paid being U',500 llvrea, which represents about llo.iiiil) ol
our present currency

.

The work wii» left In this iinllnlshed condition, noiwllhstundlng
the repeated attempts to push It lo completion, the Sulplilans'
revenues, which were very unimportant at that lime, nndlng
better use In othe,- directions.

In 1708. I.ouls XiV ordered plans and estimites of the work
to he submitted lo hira. the undtrtakInK having tieen recognized
as devolving upon the royal authorities, b' •, owing to the comll
lions of afTiilrs In Prance during the latter pjrt or the reign, the
scheme had lo be ag; postponed.

Almost ever" year arter this, the rami ,lr In rhim- ' mentioned
in the correspondence between the superiors of the Montreal house
am! the head of the Sulplclan Order In Paris, as also In letters
addressed to the governors of the colimy.

In 1717. Mr. Chaussegros de U.ry. who hiid charge or ail military
and civil engineering works In Montreal, reported thai three-fourths


