
•\'v/.., about 700 miles, is indnpenrlent of and in addition to, the saving of direct distance

by the ( anadian route j^iven above.

TlieHO very inuiorlunt facts of position in relation to distances are very much
hfii,'hlened by the further iii:t of the possession of important stores of Coal on tlie

(Janadian Pacifi(! Coast, and the plains cast of tlie K(K'ky Mountains. Tliis is put in

a, .slrikinj^ niannor by 8ir Charles l)ilke,^one of the late JMiuistt^rs of the Crown in

Fngland, in hi.s book entitled " Greater Britain." Sir Charle.s says:

—

" Tiie position of the various Ktor-'.s of coal in the Paclfio is of e.xtreme importance
a.s an index to the future distribution of power in that portion of the world ; but it in

nut enoujrh to Icnow where Coal is to be found, without looking also to the rjn.antity,

quality, cheapness nf labour and facility o*^" transport. h\ China and in Borneo thero
are extensive Coal fields, I'ut they lie 'the vvrou;,' way ' for trade; on tiie other hand,
the California and IMonto J^ial)io, San JJiego, and Monterey coal lies veil, but is of bad
quality. Tasmania has tiood coal, but in no great quantity, and tlio beds nearest the
cvf.iHt are formed cf nifurior anthracite. Tho three countries of the Parilif which must
for a time at least rise to manufacturing greatneiss, are Japan, Vancouver Island and
New South Wales; but which -^f these will bec()mo .vealthiedt and most powerful
depends mainly on the anunmtof coal which they respectively possess, so situated as
to be chea[)ly rai.se<l. The dearne.s3 of labour under which Vancouver sudors will be
removed by the o{)e,ning of tlie Paeifw! Jxiiilroad ; but fortlie present New South AVales

lias tho cheapest labour, aid upon lu.rslujres at Newcastle are abundant stores of coal

of good quality for manufa. tming pui-poses, although for sea us,? it burns ' dirtily' and
too last. * * * The future of the Pacilic shores is inevitably briPiant, but
it ifci not New Zealand, tho centr(> of tho water hctnisjiht^re, which will ocr.ujiy the
[)OsUion that JCngland ;kis taken on the Atlantic, but some cour try such ai Japan or
\'ancou\er, jutting out into tho ocean from Asia or from America, as England juts out
from Europe "

'i'hi^ pre[ionderance of ]K>\ver which, according to Sir Charles, is to make the great
nation of the future of th'> Bacilic coast, seems to be .settled by the fact of the coal

Joposits of Biitish Coluirdua, of which more particular acce-.mts will ba given in

another clfapter. But it may be well to state in thi.s relation, that according to the
ovidenco of J)r. (ji. M. Dawson, before a committee of the Canaclian Parliamcint, during
its last sesi^ion, testa madabyotlicers .spe.-ially employed by tho Governm^.nT. of tho
United States to a^^certain wiiat coal on the western coast gave the, best .-esults for

steam purposes, showed, that to produce a given quantity of steam. 1,800 lbs- Nanaimo
ir Wellington, (Brilifch C()lund)ia) coal were equal to 2,400 of Seattle (Washington
'i'erritory, l^.S.) coal, to 2,(500 of Coos Bav (Oregon, U.S.) and the same of Monte
l»iab!o (California) coal. This su})eriority in (lunliiy being established on the i nbiassed

authority of a test nuuUi for tlm U.S. Crovornment, settles the question o;' prepon-

derance mentiono'l by tho Eiip-lish writer above quoted.
Tho simple fact of power, however, from tho presence of tho mineral dc^poaits for

making steam, is not the only consider;) tion. Tho question of distance n)ust also be
(onsideretl, as well as the trade Avinda, tho great advantage of favourable grades and
iiirves, the short line passing through a rich and vv.'ll watered atiricultural country,

iiistead of tiu; hopek^ss deserts; aiui tlu^so conditions, moreover, are to be turtlcr con-

sidered in coiniection with the system of St. Lawrence navigation on tho ea.siern face

of thii continent. Sue' usiderations make it apparent that there are heie conjunc-

tions of co'unu'rcial fi js winch are unique in the world; and which must, in the

Pear future, e.\ercise marked intluouce upon, if they do not command, the trade

between the coimtries bordering on the Atlantic and those on the Pacific Ocean.

T iCi^e are facts which greatly a(le(;t tho future conimerce of the globe.

Tliere is .still another fact to be considered iu relation to tho position of British

Columbia, namely, tho urea'" English s{H.!{iking communities so rapiclly growing to

wealth and power in Australasia." Aheudy a larg; trade has been built up between
Amv-iiu uu( I those enterprising province.^, in whicti Canada has begun t(7 share as

shown iu the recent able reports of Sir R. W. Cameron, the (.'anadian ( 'onuuis.sionei to

the two last Australian Jnteruational Exhibitions. The tmsiest and most u.ipid rou'e

to rea(!h the Auf^traliau (.^donies from any pit rt of this continent, baa been -r/'a Sa;i

Francisco and the Paciilc Ocean. But for (Janadians, the fa'-ilities aro'grc^atly im^reased

by" tho opening of tho Canadian Tran.s-Continental Railway. The lx)troleuni from
tho immense de[)<.>siiB east of the liockv Mountains iu the Canadian North-West,
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