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" Tho entire area drained by these lakes

U estimated at 336,500 square miles, and
their shore lines are nearly 6,000 miles in

extent.
" These rivers are as diverse in charac-

Iter as in direction. The Mississippi is the

{longer, but the St. Lawrence discharges

[the greater volume of water; the one
abounds in difficult rapids, the other in

stupendous cataracts ; the one is subject

to great fluctuations, the other preserves

an almost unvarying level; the waters of
the one are turbid, those of the other pos-

I Bess an almost crystal purity; the one
I affords few lake-like expansions, the other
f swells into vast inland seas. Both have
become the great highways of commerce,

enriching the regions through whion they
flow, and supplying the inhabitants with
the '.'iried firfKlucta of distant climes."

—

Foster and Whitney's Report on Lake Supe-
rior.

••The commerce of these lakes, whose
annual vahio reaches $460,000,000—more
than twice the external commerce of the
whole country—is earned on by a fleet of
1,643 vessels, of the following classes:

—

Stoftmcrs 148
Propellers 2^
BarkB 74
Brij?» 86
Schooners 1,068
Slo'jps 16
Barg«s 8

Totals 1,648 418,026 $18,257,020

The following are the distances of some
of the commercial routes, taking Chicago
as the initial point

:

Chicago to Mackinac (direct) 860 milac
»' "* Fond <lu Lac Superior 900
" " Georgian Bay 650
" " BalTalo, N. Y 960

* Quectec 1,580
"* Gulf of St Lawrence..... 1,950
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