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k lliould, he- thinks it no'-cHiiry to anAvcr all the above infinuations and

allcrtions, from whatever quarter they may come, in the following manner :

That Sir II. Clinton had iflucd orders of fnnilar efled tothofo of Lord Corn-

wallis, of Dec. 23, 1780, as far as refpei.ls the Commitlary General's dt-part-

inent, and the delivering caj)turcd provisions to the troops jj-rd//'/, and laving

the Crown rations to thc.Pul)Iic in 1776 and 1777, even before he com-

manded the army: that in July 1779, he appointed Commiflioncrs of

Captures (totally diftini-l from the Commiflary General's department) and for

the above i)urpoles ; that it h:id been reported to Sir H. Clinton, by the

Deputy Commitlary General, that near a million of rations had been faved to

the Public while he remained in South Carolina, and his orders were atten'Jed

to ; during which time Lord Cornwallis was under his immediate orders, and

Mr. Stedman was ading as Deputy Commiflary of captured forage, by Sir

II. Clinton's orders of February 1780. Sir 11. Clinton perfedlly agrees with

Lord Cornwallis, the Commiflioncrs of Public Accounts, and Meflrs. Sted-

nam and Ramliiy, that infamous abufe and peculation might liavc exifted,

but takes leave again to a/fert, that he ifTucd orders, foon after he came to

the command, mofl effectually to prevent it ; nor could it well have exifted

to the northward, at that time, for to enable Lord Cornwallis to a& ofFen-

lively, Sir H, Clinton had reduced the army under his immediate orders to a

ftricl defenlive. There needs no oth-^r proof when and where this peculation

was efFedually llopped, than the following letter from Mr. Robinfon, written

by order of the Lords nf the Treafury, approving Sir II. Clinton's having efia-

blilhed Commifl'aries of Captures for the piirpofe offupplfing the army gratis, ami

Javlng the Crozvn rations to the Public.
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