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what we have in vain endeavoured to force

them with the fword ; if our defign is at

the bottom no deeper or no better than
under the colour and the cover of negotia-

ting and by the means of certain Englifh
arts of bribing, of corrupting, of hold-
ing forth perfonal or provincial advanta-
ges to make fome weak attempts for the
disjoining and the dividing thofe ; whom
our own adts and our ov/n meafures have
moft ftrongly united and cemented. What
a poor, pitiful, cobweb policy and ha-
ving in it, full as little ftrength, as ho-
nefty ; are all fuch methods ? The Ame-
ricans will in that cafe baffle or avoid our
artifices even with more facility ; than

they have reftrained and refifted our arms.

Our commiffioners had i^iuch better be
content at home than to expofe us and
themfelves beyond the Atlantic ; if fuch

only are to be their errand and their in-

ftrudtions.

It may here be repeated ; let us never-

thelefs draw nearer to the very terms of re-

conciliation : but Imuflagain aik; why do
not the proper perfons inquire after them
at Philadelphia; where men are met qua-

lified and commifiioncJ to anfwer any due

0^3 queftion


