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arifes not from that caufe, but from the delire of
not being deemed more culpable than I am •, and
of defending myilif from fuch calumny, as no
nian, the lead iufceptible of the emotions of an

honeft heart, can lufFcr to remain unanfwcred,

without being juftly charged, eiiher with an un-

pardonable infenfibility to the claims of charafterj

or with an impoflibility of obviating the accufati-

ons which are laid againll hinv For although no
man of fenfc will think it either necefiary, or even

prudent, to reply to the obloquy and invedives of
anonymons writers, who may have defamed him
by a relation of circumftances that never exifted i

by mifreprefentations of thofe which have, when
they are not of an immoral nature, and of no
concern to the public ; yet does it fometimcs hap-

pen, although the accufer withhold his name, that

the fafts on which he grounds his accufations may
be incontrovertible, notwithftanding the manner,

m which they ate reprcfcmed, imparts a falfehood

to all that he relates j and the nature of them may
be fo criminal, that to abftain from attempting a

refutation, would be juftly confidered as a con-

ceHlon to their cruth^ and adequate to klf-cOQ^*

demnation. ^^ • •
:^' (^v-

Innumerable are the inftances of the former

kind of publications againft me, to which I have

iicvcr given tf>e leaft reply. Of the latter, there

has appeared a pape*-, in the Public Ledger, of

the loth of Auguft, v/hich no man, who is

not dead to every laudable fenfaiion, can^ fuffef

and remain in fil'ence. The malevolence it con-

tains is direded againft the moft eftimable part

of every man's charader, his integrity. It is

iblely on that account that I am induced, in thb

manner, to make my appeal. And I would wil«
' lingly
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