
44 STATK OF THE NATION.
RiuT:i and SucJ-j.". are .ill of them urcfu], and that mnny of tliem are niat6-

lialj for manufichircs of tlic moft piofitahlc kind ; hut, furcly, \vc ought

to require tliofc nations to take payment in our manufactures to a greater

amount than they now dc^, or we ought to endeavour to procure tliofe

commodities from countries that would do fo. Our colonies could,

perhaps, furnilh us with them all, and, although we fliould pay them
higlitr prices, yet, as they would take payment for the whole in our

mciciiandize, and thereby (ave fo large a balance to the nation, the

price ought not to be conlidered as an objedlion, for it would be eafy to

reduce it to our manufadurers by bounties. Such were the judicious

mcafures purfued in 1764; as has been fufhciently Ihewn in the Rrgu-

lations cf the colonics, and to them I refer.

The decline of our trade to Portugal has been much complained

of, but no futiicient remedy for refloring it has yet been difcovered.

Two late meafures of the court of Portugal feems to have contri-

buted much to the diminution of our exports to that kingdom : the

fetting up manufadlories for fupplying themfelvcs with fome arti-

cles, which they formerly took from Great-Britain ; and the importing

diredly from other countries, fuch foreign commodities as were ufually

carried to them through Great-Britain. Againfl: the firft of thefe pro-

ceedings we Can have nothing to fay. Every (late has a right to employ
its own fubjefts in making their own neceflaries, and it is the duty of

every government to confine the expenccs of its people within its own
dominions. If our lofs of the carrying trade to Portugal be owing to

any indulgences granted to the fliips and fubjecls of other nations, or to

the withdrawing any heretofore granted to thofe of Great-Britain, there

is juft ground for complaint, and the honour and intcrefl of the nation

demands fpeedy redrefs ; but Ihould it come out, upon enquiry, that

Portugal lias not varied her conduct cither to Britilh fubjed's, or to thofe

of other nations, and that her people prefer buying of other nations

only becaufe we have advanced our prices; I amafiaid we mufl: look to our

own burthcnfomc taxes for the caufe of our grievance, and to the fpeedy

redudtion of them for the remedy. In fo far as this appears to be the

cafe, will it not juftify the reprefentation I have been making of the

danger Great-Britain is in, of lofing her whole carrying trade, and

with it a full tliird of her maritime flrength ; for if Portugal wont
employ us for her carriers, what other ftate can we hope will give us

the tranfportation of its merchandize ? It behoves us well to examine
into the circumftances of this fact ; for a declining trade ought at all

times to be an alarm bell to BritiHi miniffers, and, in the prefent

condition of the nation, any diminution of its balance may be attend-

ed with fatal confequences.
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