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tain in relation to the notice? With great defer-

ence to their matured and, perhapa, better opinion,

I must aay that I think not. To dctcrnriine this

queation, it will be ncceaaary to aacertain, oa far oa

possible, the probable conaequcnces of either courae,

aa we may give, or refuse to give, the notice ipr the

termination of the convention of joint occupancy.
Let us, then, Mr. Chairman, ex'*' 'nc this qura-

tion calmly and dispsoaioimtclv. Let us view this

aubject under none of the hallacinalionsof r itioruil

.pride; let us approach it in no boanful or braggart
spirit, and witn no disposition to use it as the mere
meana of flattering national vanity. Let us come
to it in tliat higher spirit which conscious strength

should inspire—with the feelings of thoue who are

too well satisfied of our title to the reN|)ect of the

world, and of our ability to hold our own, to be-

lieve that it can either be necessary or dignified to

deal in extravagant pretension or cxaggtrated asser-

tion. If there be such a spirit of inquiry in thia body
to which I may addrca myself, 1 would ask, what
are to be tltecoiiscquenccHif^we give t'lc notice' If the

notice bo given, the beat result which ca.^ possibly flow

from it will be anudjiistmentof the difficulty by trea-

ty, upon the basis of a boundary on the 49ih parallel

of latitude. Under ex iatina; circumstances, we can
expect no better treaty, and it is manifest that we
'will take nothing worse. It is absurd to Ruppnse
that Great Britain will offer to give ua more thou
•wo have agreed to take. If this matter be amicably
adjusted, it is evident, under the existing Htatc of
the negotiations, that we get nothing bcyund the
49th parallel. Now, Mr. Chairmon, such an ad-
juRtmcnt, in my opinion, would be fUr hiVcr than
the doubtful chances of a war under the circum-
stances which at present surround us. But I should
rertainly prefer the whole country up to 54'^ 40', if

there 1)0 means compatible with the peace and honor
of the nation, na 1 think there are, by which we
should probably obtain the whole territory. But
how do those gentleman aland who support this

reaolution as a peaceful measure, and yet maintain
that we can lake nothing less than our whole claim
on Oregon. If the measure l>e peaceful, is it not

manifest ih.tt, by adopting it, they essentially aban-
don the whole country north of the 49lh parallel?

If they adopt it as the means of obtaining the whole
country, they can only do so upon the supposition

that it 13 to lead to war, and that thus we shall ob-
tain the whole. I shall presently endeavor to ascer-

tain what would be the probable consequences under
that conjuncture of circumstances. But here I must
pause to say, that I do not mean to disparage or

disapprove ihe proposition made by the ndministra-

^on to settle the question amicably upon the basis

of ^ boundary along the 49th pnrallct. Under the

circumstances, and fVom the course of previous ne-

gotiations, the President could have oonc no less

than to have made ^uch an offer. It was due to

public opinion-at home and abroad, it was due to

our natioual character, and the great interests of
humanity, that he should tnanifest a desire to do
much for on honorable peace. The terms whicli he
offered would have been considered by each party

to the dispute as falling short of the full measure of
their just claims, but in the more impartial, but, per-

hapa, less informed opinion of the residue of the

civilized world, they would have been regarded as

fair, equitable, and honorable to both countries. He
would have done much, too, for the country in

thus securing, by peaceful and honorable means,
tun Bdvaneed post for our population up to the 49th

parallel. He would have acquired, as far as I have
been able to inform myself, much the most valuable

portion of the country, both for commercial and
agricultural purposes. I know tliut the chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs has expressed

a dilfcrcnt opinion. But with great deference and
respect for that opinion, I must l>e allowed to do-

chirc my diosent from it. The opposite opinion ex-

preHAcd by Mr. Grcenhow, to whose enlightened

researches the country is so much indebted, seems to

me to be sustiiined upon better grounds. The har-

bor of Port Discovery, of which Vancouver speaks

in terms fo high, and the harbors on Admiralty

inlet, are s.iid to be admirably adapted to the uses of
comini:rce.

As I am informed, they arc better not only in nat-

ural rapacity, but from position, than those higher

up on the coast. Of the superior agricultural ad-

vant.<gesof the portion of Ihe territory below tha

49th parallel, I presume there cnn be no doubt,

and I think they are very generally udrniited. The
President might well suppose that he would effect

much in securing the peaceful progress of our in-

fant Hi'lllement in Oregon up to the 49ih parallel; and
this being done, he might nafely leave it to time and
Americiin cnieiiirise to do the real. But, Mr.
Chairman, let me return to the inquiry into the

probable consequences ofgiving thin notice. I havo

said that the beat possible result would be an adjust-

ment on the basis of a boundary along the 49th

parallel; but I have seen nothing as yet t ) convince

me that it was the most probable resuU. If tlie

minister from Great Britain refused to consider this

pro])oaition, when made in the course of an amica-

ble and courteous correspondence, is it very proba-

ble that she will be more inclined to accept it when
we give the notice, under circumstances which im-

ply that she must cither agree to our proposition, or

go o war for the whole country? !f the British

minister represented the real views of his govern-

ment, is it probftble that with their dispositions that

government will be the more inclined to accept our

offer on account of the threat which it may suppose
to be implied by our giving the notice? If she re-

ally designs to go to war, rather than compromise
upon the terms which we proposed, is there anv-

thing unreasonable in supposing that she might
think the present time and circumstances tis favora-

ble as any likely to occur fin- striking the blow? If she

rea'ily nitaclies the importanceto her whole claim on
Oregon, which many seem to imagine, and regards a

war for it as inevitable, will she not think tnat the

sooner she strikes the blow the better for her? Or if, on
the other hand, she is anxious to settle the question

amicably, and desires nothing more than terras

which may be regaitlcd as honorable by her ov,.i

people and by the world, will this spirit be conciliated

by our giving the notice, and by the circumstances

under which it will be given? To sum up the whole,

ii» it not manifest, on the one hand, that if this step

should lead to war, we give to Great Britain, ir -

stead <jf reserving it to ourselves, the advantage of

choosing her own time for it? If, on the other hand,

this be designed as a peace measure, is it not mors
likely to defeat, than to encourage a renewal of ne-

gotiations in a sensitive and high spirited people?

Such seems to me to be its probable ten-

dencies; and unless Great Britain should think;

this disputed territory to be of little value

to her, nowever important it might be to us,

and unless she entertains a strong desire for peace,

I can see no other result to flow from this notice so


