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the little ladv who lias made us lauixli so

heartily to-nioht, to say a few words of

fa!-e\ve!l hefore the party breaks up. In

other words I call for a speech from

Sjfijnoriiia ( liuna."

He sat down amid uuich a|)plause and
cries of -Hear! Hear!"

"Do. Do," claiiiored everyone. The
Duke fixed his eyes on (iinnie. Neil, pale

and (]uiet, watched her neivously. Did

she love this man. at thirty-five, as she

had loved him nearlv ci<>hteen vears ai^or

Ah, said he to himselt. a woman with

such a natui-e only loves onc(\ Once the

^/lU was mine and I lost it 1I< has

j)lu ked the jewels from the hall. He
leaned hack in his chaii' and watched her

with haif-closed eyes.

"S|)cak to them, (iinnie," whispered

(irantl(>y. "My fate nnist he sealed.

'I'ell them that this is youi' last week in

puhlic. I sh.ill iie\cr ask \ou ajjaui to

marry me or distui'lt the peace of oui'

lri«'ndshij). il yon pit frr your own career

to mine."

She ( la.N])cd llic little portrait of lici'


