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relating ta the labster and the oyster fieli-
ery. It seeme to me ta be rather an un-
usual procedure. If the committee is
ta, do any service, the whole report
shouid be referred to the committee, in or-
der that the membere af the committee could
take into consideratian what inquiries they
miglit desire to make or in what way they
could be of assistance ta the minister and
the department. I would regard it as singu-
larly inexpedient ta require a motion every
two or three days iu this House that same
portion ai the report be picked out and re-
ferred to the cammittee. The committee
was appointed for the purpase of dealing
generally witli the subject of the fisheries,
and I would be inclined to think that the
whole repart ai the department ought ta be
reierred ta it. I do not knaw haw it ie with
the Committee on Agriculture. Is the re-
part ai the Minieter ai Agriculture referred
ta that cammittee?

Mr. BRODEUR. I do not think so.

Mr. R. i. BORDEN. The position je this:
When a Qommnittee je canstituted, that com-
mittee can only deal with mattere referred
ta it by the Haouse. In the case ai the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee there je a reierence
ta it ai the public accounts for the year;
that je the 'basis of its jurladictian. In the
case ai the Camnmittee on Agriculture, I un-
deretoad that there wae a reference ai the
report ai the Minister ai Agriculture, and
that that was the basis ai its jurisdictian;
if it je nat, I do nat see where it finde any
basis at ail. It cannat deal with matters
that are not referred ta it by the Hause.
And sa the Committee on Fisheries is but
a name; it lias no power whatever until
sometbing lias been referred ta it witli re-
spect ta which it can take action. I wauld
suggest ta the Prime Minister and the Min-
jeter ai Marine and Fieheries that the whale
.iepart ai the department had better be re-
ierred ta the cammittee. It seems ta me
that there shouid be cansideration aIea as
ta whether ail reports ai any department re-
lative ta tlie mines and minerais, water-
ways and water-powers, should nat be re-
ferred to the committees deaiing with those
subjects, in order that they may have some
basis on which they can commence their
work.

Mr. BRODEUR. I may say that the rea-
son why this particular part ai the repart
lias been reierred ta the cammittee je that
the other day there was a meeting ai the
committee, at whicli the consensus ai opin-
ian wae that we should inquire juta the
subject af lobsters and oysters; and in or-
der that the cammittee miglit have same
juriedictian aver the matter, it wae de-
cided ta refer ta the committee that part
ai the report. With regard ta the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, 1 fuily agree with

the hon. leader af the opposition that the
praceedings of that committee must have
been more or lese irregular, because the
cainmittees of the House have na power to
deal with anything that lias not been re-
ferred ta them by the House. I think that
point was deait with by the Prime Minister
when the motion of my hon. friend, the
leader ai the opposition, wae discuesed, and
1 think that principle je embodied in the
resolution which je passed immediately
aiter the committeee are- iormed at the
opening ai the seesian.

Mr. BPROULE. 1 think the hon. minis-
ter je astray, except in the case of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee.

Mr. BRODEUR. In the case of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee the report of the
Auditor General je referred, and that je the
matter for investigation by the committee.
In the case of the Department of Agricul-
ture, I do not know exactly what has been
the practice in the past, but I am under the
impression, having looked into the question
when it was discussed some time ago, that
no formai reference has been made to that
committee. However, the practice of that
committee for perbape twenty years has
been to take evidence fram officers of the
Department of Agriculture on the admin-
istration of the department. We have a
Committee on Railways and Canais, but
the report of the Department of Railways
and Canais has neyer been referred to that
committee.

Mr. FOSTER. The House je constantly
reierring inatters ta the committees.

Mr. BRO DEUR. We refer Bille to them.

Mr. FOSTER. Not to the Committee on
Agriculture.

Mr. BRODEUR. No, I think no Billlias
been referred to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

Mr. FOSTER. That je what puzzles me
in the discussion. The Committee on Ag-
riculture is at work. But what is ite basis?
Can it take up an astronamical question
and pursue thatP le the basis to be iound
in resolutione, or ini daily or occasianal
references irom thie HouseP

Mr. BRODEUR. 1 think that most of
the procedure of the Committee of Agricul-
ture je entirely irregular, because it is not
upon any reference from thie House. The
House lias neyer referred the report af the
Department of Railwaye ta Committee an
Railways, nor lias it referred the report of
the Department of Finance ta the Com-
mittee an BankiÙg and Commerce.

Mr. FOSTER. Then, why make the ref-
erence in this case P

Mr. BRODEUR. We desire ta have these
matters takren up by the Committee on Ma-


