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WICKLOW ELECTION.

Catholic Freedom in Political
Affairs.

THE RIGHTS OF THE CLERGY.

o the Editor of the Freeman

Dran Sie—I hiad hardly arrived in
Dublin this ovening when I happened
to hoar of a mirchiovously misleading
statoment whicl, it scems, hag been
industriously ciroulated during the
Inst few days throughout the Eastern
division of tho county of Wicklow.

The constitueney so inopgortunely
piunged, at this laster timo, into the
excitement of an electoral contest by
the resignation of its representative in
Parliament, lics within this dioceso of
Dublin. T'ho statement which I hasten
to contradict is to the effect that it is
my wish that the priests of the various
parishes throughout tho constituency
should abstain from all interference
in the coming contest.

1 am very far indeed from wishing
anytbing of tho kind, It has always
been my desire that the pricsts of the
diocese shiould exercise to the fullest
extent their natural and legitimate
influence in all public affairs.

I trust that on the present most
critical occasion tho prieats of Wicklow
will not fail in their public duty.
The contest, it may be said, is a purely
political one. Buv what of that?
Surely the time has not yet come in
Ireland when pricsts ara to be put
under a bau in political affairs, whilst
lawyers, and merchants, and doctors,
and members of all other professions
and trades are to bo left free to roam
about the country inducing the people
to follow such guidance, interested or
disinterested, as they may have to
give them.

Tho hne of duty for priests in this
matter is clearly laid down in the
legislation of our National Synod of
Maynooth. The Synodal Statute
which d-fues it lays down six condi-
tions. So long as those conditions
are observed, no harm can come of the
interferonce of any Irish priest in
public affairs. The ceciesiastical
Statute prescribes that the action of
the clergy in any such contest as is
now before us should be kept—

1. Qutside our churches;

2. Free of tumultuous contention ;

3. Within the bounds of Christian
charity ;

1. In due subjection to the Bishop
of tbe diocese, so that dissensions
amongst the clergy may be avoided ;

5. Moderate, ag 18 becoming in the
ecclesiastical state; and

. Regardful of the right of all to
think and act for themselves in every
wmatter that atands clear of the line of
Christian duty.

Within the limits thus marked out
by the collective authority of the Irish
Episcopacy, acting under the guidance
of the Holy See, a wide field of useful
and fruitful labour is left open for the
active intorference of our Irish prissts
in public affairs.

1t should not hiave been made neces-
sary for me to contradict such a state-
ment as hins been circulated throughout
the constituency during my absence
from Ireland. It siould, I venture to
say, be sufliciently obvious by this
time that nothing could be farthuer
from my intention than to interfere in
any way with the freedom of action of
our clergy which, as I regard it, has
been forrually recognized by the legis-
Iation of the National Synod.

I reraain, dear sir,
Most faithfully yours,
1 Wiriau J. Wawsu,
Archbishop of Dublin.
—_— — -

As it isa well established fact that catarrh
is :.tl:l‘fod—dm modAﬁoAl men a:c quite
o e okt Toathtomo s dangerets come
plaiat. \Where this treatment

ingly followed, a thorough cure in innrhbly.
the result,

LOVE TORENS.

Crumbs from the Third Party's
Admiration Feast.

THE LEADER.

Mr. Dalton McCarthy said at the
Bifton meeting, (World report):

“ I was told by the pross of thiscity
that there is no more use for mo in
Ontario, and that 1 had better return
to my own private affairs. If I con
sulted my own convenience that would
be the courso I would follow, but [ am
in this fight to stay, and [ mean to sce
the fight out.

THK IMPORTATION,

Mr. Sifton threatened that Mamtoba
would resist remedial legialation i the
courts.

It the docisions be agamst us
Manitoba will have to submit, becauso
Canada is a very big place and Mam-
toba is a very small place. The result
would be that the Catholics would
have Separate scliools, the Mennomtes
would have their Separate sciiools,
and the Anglicans also. I do not sce
why they should not bhave them ; I
think the Anglican i8 as good as
the Catholic and the Mennonite, and
a gond deal better.”—(Which lets the
cat out of the bag.)

TIRE CANDIDATE,

Mr. Jeffrey Mc('arthy, tho defeated
candidate in the Haldimand election,
gaid his enthusiastic reception was a
weloome constrast to the mingled one
he received in the recent contest. He
thanked those who had from Toronto
done noble work for bim in Haldimand.
What the country nceded now was
more Siftons and McCarthys and fewer
McGreevys.

THY LITTLE JOMER.

Mr. A. T. Hunter, referring to the
Orangemen of Haldimand, said: ¢ I
do not believe in abusing my Orange
brother in calling him the hairy-handed
Esau of Canadian politica. What in.
fluenced him was that after making
Dr. Montague Le did not wish to gn
to the trouble of unmaking him. It
was a local matter that blinded him
to the insult which he offered to his
brethren in Maniloba, and the shame
brought upon his brothers of Ontario.
There i3 still some manhood in the
Orange body, and I believe that some
day the sons of William will arise and
number themselves, and strike one
straight, honest, straightforward blow
in the cause of liberty, good govera-
ment and national schools. (Laughter
and applause.) But until then, gen-
tlemen, you will pardon some of us if
we do not place great stress upon the
fife and drum. I admit that the
glorious twelfth is an oocasion that
fills me with admiration, but let me
say that the grand and gorgeous cere-
monial of that ooccasion is not ap-
propriate to mark the bloodless triumph
of the French hierarchy, and that in
the meantime we will ask from the
Orangemen, not processions, but
votes.” {Loud laughter and applause.)

THR ITINERANT CITY OFFICI\L,

Shouts of <« McCarthy 1" rang
through the hali when Mr. Sifton took
hisgeat. The leader of the third party
did not respond, however, for Mr. John
Haowitt was announced to move a res-
olution. He prefaced his resding of
the resolution by a vigorous defence of
the principle of non-sectarian schools,
and a sharp attack apon the Dominion
Government for passing the remedial
order. He doubted whether they had
had time to;realize their mistake, he
said, for their masters bad the pistol
to their heads. ¢« This ocountry is
dominated by the most ignorant sec.
tion of it,” he exclaimed, amid ap-
glhun. and he wont on to remark that

anitobs heads the list of the Yrov.

inces in point of education. It was A
case of the most ignorant Province
dictating to tho most intelhigent one.
“The tail has wagged tho dog long
enough,” he said ; and he went on to
oxi)reas his hope that all Separato
Scliools would ultimately disuppear.
The country has outgrown theconstitu-
tion of 1867, he said,

Dr. Foran's Poems and Lyries.

There is much to think on, sowme-
what to laugh with, and not & little to
(privatelys swear at in J. K. Foran's
book of Poems and Lyrics just pub-
lished Ly 1. & J. Sadher & Co., Mon-
troal,

When Dr. Foran looks through the
work again ho will probably get o
holiday from his sanctimonious journal
{sco Somu Aspects of linligious Jour-
nalism, by Peter Ryan, Esq) snd
soothe his wounded ficlings 1 that
nature out of doucrs of which ho ia so
ardent a devotee.  Walter Lecky, too,
who bas made Dr. Foran’s namo
known to tho Catholic peoplo of the
continent, will very likely be disap-
pointed.

Dr. Foran hss the reputation of a
poct. ‘To have upheld that reputation
hio should havo offered s somewhat
different collection of his verse. In
bis ** Epilogue, to the Indulgent Read-
er” (fow readers are indulgent, by the
way), bo says: * I bave merely chosen
those picces which atford myself the
groatest amount of pleasare. They
wight be far more astistic, but they
would never recall more forcibly the
many happy scenes in which thoy were
written. To change oro word, or cor-
rect one verae would svem, to me. s
desecration of the past.” There is a
reminiscence of Poo about this: but
thero is a ditference.  Poe always did
his best, and while the Dbilistines
-‘improved " his works, the poct wanted
them to stand as he had written, Dr.
Foran no doubt has the precious msn.
uscripts of his imperfect verses where-
with to soothe his memory; but the
general public does not care very much
about theee delicious pangs and would
bo thankful to havo the best the writer
can give for the moncy. For instance.
the verses on Boyle O'Reilly were
written in twenty minutes, two lincs &
minute. If O'Reilly himself had to
make a poem to order, he would lock
himself up for half a day, or haif a
week, until ho had the thing right. 1t
he could not do it right he would not
givo out anything. The poetic musee
is tardily won aod O'Reilly was a
favored lover. The many incidents of
early Oanadian life commemorated in
tbis volume are quite in the loving
spirit of & man who has thought deeply
on the timea; tho aspir .ions are those
of a pstriot; the remiumcences aro
those of a student. It would thus
take but a little more of exquisite
taste in versification and szelection to
have posty. But why should there bo
80 many grave mistakes in spelling and
metro] And why are words like
“gtern” written as containing two
syllableat (Free by mail $1.00.)

One often resds items descriptive of
tho liberality of Protestants ministers
in apeaking kindly of Catholic euter-
prives. Here isoncof a corresponding
charactor showing that priests arc
willing to say & good word for the
mivisters st times. A recent issue of
the Outlook, nou-Catholic, said :  **An
interesting item has reached us from
Obio, whero a Roman Catholic priest
gave notice at two services of a benefit
which was to be held in bebalf of &
Lutheran psator who had lost all his
property by fire. The prieat recom-
meaded that his peoplo buy tickets,
and s0 help & man whose misfortune
was great, but tho worth of whoee
work all rcognized.” Such happeniogs
as theso are more comnmon thet some

ple imagine, and it is nothing un-
ususl for the friendliost velations to
exist between the priest and Protestant
preacher in country missions.

POPE LEO'S PLEA FOR UNI'TY.

—

Ahstract of ftis Encyelical to the Euglivh
Peuple,

e —

Losnoy, April 18—"The Papal Iin-
cyolical in regard to the umon of the
Anglicanand Rotnan ('atholicchurches,
is addressed to the * Fnglish people
who seck the Kingdom of Christ in
unity of faith."”

It opens with an expression of a
loug chicrished desire to address them
in a special letter and thus give the
illuatrious Linglieh race o token of
gincere affection. Continuing the Pope
BIYS

“ Wo are further moved thereto by
not infresquent conversations with your
country-tmen, who have testified to the
kindly feeling of the English towards
us personally, and to their anxiety for
peace and eternal salvation through
unity of faith. God is our witness to
how keen our wish i8 that some cffort
of ours nught tend to assist and further
the great work of the reunion of
Christendom.™

After citing the evidence of the love
and care of the Rowan pontiffs for
England from the time of Gregory the
Great, 1lis Holiness alludes to the
excrtions made by Fngland to solve
the social question, for religious educa-
tion, charntable objects, the strict ob-
servance of Sunday and the general
spirit of respect for the Scriptures and
the various manifestations of the power
and resources of the British nation.

The Pope declares that man’s labors,
whetlier public or private, will not at-
tain full eflicacy without appeals to
God in prayer, and without the Divine
blessing. He dwells upon the in-
creasing need of unity among those
holding the Chnstian faith as the
means of defence against the inroad of
modern errors.

*« No thought could be more wel-
come to our sdil,” the Popo says,
« than that bappy unity of faith and
wills for which onr Redeemer and
Invine Master prayed n  earnest
supplication, a unity which is useful
at ull times, even for temporal interests
both at home and abroad, and is shown
by the very divisions and confusions
of these days to be more than ever
needful.

«The time cannot be far distant
when we 1ust appear to render an ac-
count of our stewardship to the Prince
of Pastors. low happy and pleased
should we be if we could bring to Him
some proof, some realization of those
our wishes, which Ile inspired and
sustamed ! In these days our thoughts
turn with love and bope to the Eng-
lish people, observing, as we do,
frequent manifest works of divine grace
in their midst, how to some the re-
ligious confusiou and dissension cruses
deep concern, how others see clearly
the need of some sure defense agamst
the inroad of modern errors, which
only too readily humor the wishes of
fallen nature and depraved reason,aud
how the number of religious and
discree: men sincerely laboring for re-
union increases.”

The Popo turns to all in England,
to what ever community or institution
they may belong. desiring to recall
them to this holy unity. In thiscause
he calle first to his assistance the
Catholics of Xngland, whose faith and
piety he knows by experience. He
invokes St. Gregory, St. Augustine,
St. Peter and St. (George and above all
the Blessed Virgin, to be his pleaders
beforo the throne of God that he may
renew the glory of ancient days.

His Holiness grants that to all who
piously recite the prayer to the Blessed
Virgin appended to the Encyclical an
indulgence of 800 days, and he more-
over grants a plenary indulgence once
a month to thoso who recite it daily.

The Encyeclical, which abounds in
biblical quotations,concludes by calling
the blessings of God upon the English
people.



