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NEW ONTARIO ELECrION ACT.

NEW ONTARIO ELECTION A4cT. Courts, experienced in the diseharge of
judicial fonctions, than by parliamentary

0f the statutes passed during the late comnîittees, composed of avowed political
session of the Ontario Legisiature, net partizans, m-ho in many cases are destitute
the least interesting te the legal profession of leg"al training or experience. The fear

is tat ntiied An ct o amnd he of course is that, as '-'famiIiaritv breeds
Law respecting Elections of Members of contemnpt," so new modes of evading the
the Legisiative Assombiy, and respecting la wlbedsore wihwile
the Trial of such Elections :" 36 Vict., difficuit not oniy to defeat, but may not
cap. 9. be covered by the law as it stands.

When tise important reforms, which The firnt six sections of the new Act
have been effccted in tbe law of parlia- are in furtherance of principles aiready
mentary elections during rccent ycars, adopted, and are inteinded to assist in
both in Great I3ritain and in this Pro- remcdyiag- certain defects whvIich have hoe-
vince, ivere first macle, many persons corne apparent iii practico. The re-
were of opinion that a standard of poli- mainder of the statute, wihthe excep-
ticai purity was bcing aimed ait, which it tien of a few sections of iner importance,
wouid be impossible to attain in piractice. consists cf iiew moatter, and ,miay lie
But as far as our experience of the work- roughly djvidç d iinto thrce heads, t:'elting
ing cf the present Provincial lElection respectivoly of election expeusos and
Law bas extended, those fears appear te lccoTun't, puliiuary oxamlnation cf
bave te a great extenit been groundle,s ; parties and prcduCtiocn cf documents-
and the systemi se far has been largeiy suc- and tlie miole cf holding a serutAiny.
cessfui in preventing corrupt practices, and With refe-ecuce te the opinions oxpressed
reducilig the expeulses Of elections. nu by a certain class oF people, that aithough
addition, since in this, as in rnany othor ail the s fahtotuy enactinents that ev<r have
instances, our legal reforrns have bocri been framied, or prohably ever will hoe
preceded by corep ,dn legislation iii frapmed, both 1)av.e ami ivili fail abscluely
England, we have had the advantage cf te destroy nienidcitv and corruption at
being able te confirra the rcsuits cf our electiou.q, yrt ptiose statutory cniact-
own experience by observing the Opera- ments 'vo iinnst loo1ý foi aid in raislng the
tien of similar laws in another country,. toile cf jpje lior~eality iu politicai mat-

ihose who have paid attention te ters-for the !ighier thiat toile is raised,
recent election trials under the new the nearor is theý dlestruction cf niendacity
systera cannot have failed te observe that and corruption apprcaclied.
a conviction cf the inutiiity cf attempts -We shall i-txt ionth refer brieilv te
te evade the iaw is takinig possession îthe more ilnp'ortalit setiolis cf the Act.
of the minds both of candidates and i
of electors ;and snch a conviction is CRITIC'lI,'1S O 'IIJÇJEPORT71E R•.
thse bost assurance of further improve-
ment la thie future. This aiteration for In the forlll r pi1per wce forgot te refer
the better mnay bie attributedl cliiefly te the te Barnewell ai Aderson's reports in
change ini the tribunal before ivhich edec- their proper order. It n'as stated lu the
tien petitions are heard, and it cannot bie Aïncrican Luevi cez that Alde]rýon B.
denied that there is a strcong antecedent -Was net responsiblo for the reports lu the
probability that the iaw willi he enforced first terni cf fte finst volume cf thiese
with greater certainty arnd strictness by reports. Tile o ritei-, however, observed
men, sncb as the Judges of tlie Super-or that hli ali islaid t1l( refbence te sup.


