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fiercely, and she answered with a hot
-wratli that left him silent. Then she
turned to Careless-still coverjng
with his gun at his hip the two mnen
who stood there transfxed and grin-
ning evilly.

"Yer pony, stranger,» she said with
a briglit glance, "an' lil ride with
youh a bit, It's ail riglit now-

moment bier head rested on his aloi
der and he kissed lier lips-then s]
ârew back with a sigli of regret.

«Don't yer tempt me, stranger
qh,ý said with a touch of sternnes
"I'm the old uas girl, an' I guess 1
needs me. If you want to-coii
back, thiough"-and, ler eyes coquE
ted the invitation-"You'll find, ujg
tliis trait for six weeks, I raiekon, a
tliere'll lie nothin' to bie afeare-d of

"But 110W," he insisted, stretehui
out a liand.

«Weil, now; I raickon, it's tinme
go."> She flicked up lier pouy ar
turned about at a walk.

He wheeled 8150, is body be.xt
lier in the moontiglit.

'ýBut now, Mag," lie repeated ear-,
estty, «*30W 1"

flificaince. 'TIi lie lookin' for y.
insybe,»1 she said. And witli a eia
lemiging, baekward glauce, and a hanm
to lier lips sh. dug ini the apura.

He watched lier tilt she disappearE
over the top of the incline. then roc

silene fortÉe first tirn'~~~ir
not as bad as tliey look, maybe--only
wanted yer ailler, I guess-au' the old
un's reat goo-I ken do as I like.»1

"Yer old man, I suppose?1"
8h. nodded lier head.
"Stili yer not goin' back»" le

begged eagerly, a liand on lier arm.
«W'y flotl" but alie waited with

dowticast cyes and a colour in lier
cheeks.

Ho leaned so close that lie cauglit
the~ warmtli of lier breatli.

'<Beeause," lie said, '"however you
mnay raickon that buneli back tliar,
they'll never lie up to you at auy


