
FROM ýBPGDIXD TO'B)IBYLON
BY R. A. MaLE-AN

d'id il: Bah lon] il] a bus-
pilai rimi drawnýt bv anT
enineII( of, tiw 1ô , .
aloi Soliti M'o'tern i-

nlIo>ýt foo moýder-nil 1111,1110( oftae
til illit OI jiî,aframel of, nii 'ýnit
abf t lu terl illto Ille Spirit of th-

ps.or, to vislialize the seunles of'
anoient (fil. A dd to Iis th fil(fat

tinit oil 11bispital train thiere wr
i additiont to Solne few offiersý a[s

honioured glie",s, a pryo ee~
five ningý,if sisters fromn thleOirs
frosplial, BagdaLd, and No. 23 MilitarY
Hlospital, ai]d anl obserlver, mig--ht onr
ludegi that Wel 0er on for a Pieii
ithf rio othler Iinterest in the world but

fihe eometof, unei anlother's eotu1-
panlYM la dayv'N escape fromn the wear »v
round of life in, a hospital-wear.v, If
you areý a nuriise and perhaps mlore so,
if, like mi'yseif, voir happenit tb be a
patient.

But before preeigfurther per-
haps J sh4ouljd remnar-k that it wls tlic
25-th of November, 1918; thre armiistice
for which we ]radl ail been looking- hadl
at asat be'en sigmed, anid the fveit
strain and >stifling,, heat, w'hiolh during
four long years had almnostwrke
body and inifid of mlany' a faitbfull
mnre in Bag-dad, was at lsii,, relaxeil
by a privilege, graeionsly extenided by

4LQ.of spcnding a dayv amnid tbe
ruins of ancient Babylon. And leýst
my readers may conludelif too prema..
turely ltat 8ueh anr excursion, w-ith al
its romantie possibilities, was devoid

of~~~~~ orioigha ineeî,îibt' lta
that anlo v Hilo mfle ren, there

ofr' w w-cil know' tildn2 f

oier 11, ut ji ie , une w o il 0,(.
oflg .f t liE t owifo ihz n 1 xn,ider

ahie.l Su wh uc il in~ 11, eunî il q kavmnj
ofn ' t-mil. ol r pgaU etin ft

der\ o ilua ouit ollaiv dw el upoli'l
qligte fid e oef oif, whk anîx

1 rs that tbIs, explanaîiMn IlIy flot
nIit(teriailv lessen lit neeîiiw
follows.

At balf1-pasî seven on1 Ilh( lmnornting,
of tie 25th ulf Noeme w if Bg
(iad(. ai be ore 111('e~ltc twr
of Kaziminl ani fibe t'Ill ]Iinare.fts oit
tlle CJiY of Ille Culiib Iadla fin.
distanceo. Me wer fil ii cdse Ilerte

was~~ieeeail aboutl. There was nuo-
tiling 1 to aze upun bt anr *interm.1-

ablefeaureessexpnse Asfatr as

Ib eYe cold se there'g wais nu( naturai
f ea t IIre to rellieve tble monlotolnv of te
plain. The d("Esrt was wrapped in the(
stifflig dnst (if al wcst wvind. thle hetat
rose in waves f rom fihe suin-baked
grounld, anid tbie mirage l ite west
like( the( Ilaiîîll of bit untravelled

W0orld, s(emevd to fade forever aid,
forever as We noved, A littie farther
ou a jackal, or, ili the more pictur-
esque language of the East. .a soli of
retreat", lecaped forth frot a nullah.


