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The I'rerertlI iig« in I hr l*nlnrr.
On FrnUy ivtL.n,’ tli" membfis ol the Young 
il.n'i Libeia! Alternation aiftn.bltd attfieir 
Rooms cn King street west, end, heeded by 
the splendid Bind of the RP.k Battalion, 
proceeded to the Royal Uoltl to meet the 
lion, Oliver Mutent, Premier of Ontario ; 
Hon. A. 8 Herd», Provincial Secretary ; and 
Hugh MicMabon, Esq , (J.C., who arrived in 
the evening, to deliver addressee in defence 
of the policy of tin M mat Government, and 
In support of the candidature of Mr. J. M. 
Gibson.

The lion, gentlemen ami Mr.MacMahon were 
received at the G. W. It aepot i m tho arrival 
< I the train from Tore nto) by W. E. Sanford, 
Krq , J. M. Gibson, E?q., and others, and 
driven, to the Royal Hotel. On Merrick street 
a grand procession was lormtd. the band 
leading, followed by the members of the 
Young Men's Liberal Association on foot, the 
distinguished guests in carriages, and other 
cabs and private carriages, tilled with tlectors, 
bringing up the rear. The procession was 
certainly one of the largest and most respect- 
aids which has ever taken place in this city. 
()a reaching the Crystal Palace grounds the 
Young Men's Liberal Association—one hun
dred and fifty of whose mini lure turned out 
opened their ranks and allowed the carriages 
with the distinguished visiters to pass 
through when such hearty tul enthusiastic 
cheering greeted Mr. Mowat as has seldom 
been beard in Hamilton or elsewhere,' let the 
occasion be wbat it may.

Notwithstanding that the hour for holding 
the meeting had not more than arrived, eveiy 
available seat of the hundreds which bed 
been arranged in the Palace was occupied,and 
hundreds more of the electors had taken up 
positions on the stairways, in the galleries 
and wings of the building. Ii was estimated 
that not less than five thousand people 
greeted Mr. Mowat wilh ringing cheers as he 
ascended the platform. Amongst ihuee who 
had seats thereon besides the speakers 
of the evening there were W. E. San
ford, Esq . President ; and J. C. McKsand, 
E.q , Secretary of the lleform Association, 
Htnaior Hope, Messrs. J, M. Gibson, D. 
Moore and Charles Magiil. Occupying eeats 
immediately in front of the platform were 
the member» of the Eucutiva Committee of 
the Reform Association. Among those 
present were A. T. Wood, E. Martin, (J. C., 
Aid. Kennedy, .E. Irving. W. Copp, J. 
Stewart, Aid. Carecallen, ex Aid. K lly, Aid. 
Doran, ex-Ald.(Chisholm, J. I. Mackenzie, J. 
Eastwood, C. Donovan. A. Laidlaw, A. 
Sutherland, J. Moodio, W. P. Moore, Sheriil 
McKellar, John Harvey, J. W. Mutton, 
W. it. McDonald, It. Brierlsy.J.W, P. Stewart, 
G K. Jclfs, S. F. Lazier, an l, in a word, a 
majority of the leading citizens of Hamilton. 
Several well-known clergymen and members 
of tbs medical and other learned profes
sions also graced the occasion with their 
presence. ,

The chair was occupied by Mr. Sanford, 
Mr. McKsand officiating ar S-cretsry. quiet 
having been restored somewhat after tile 
tumultuous reception acoordtd the visitors.

The CmiLiUH stated be observed the first 
item on the programme was a speech from 
himself, but as most of tho audior.ee w< re 
aware, ho had just returned from ManitoLe, 
and if he did speak, it would be about town 
lots, railway reserves, immigration schemes, 
t-lc —(laughter)—but he felt that no speech 
was required at hie hands, especially as they 
were about to btve tbe privilege of bearing 
the Premier of Ontario and one of the mem 
litre of his Cabinet speak on the issues of the 
day. (Hear, hear and cheers.) Ho would 
first introduce to the meeting Mr. Gibson, 
the Reform candidate, who, he was sure, 
would prove on tho u'.ti prex. to be the peo
ple's candidate. (Cheers.)

mu. nir.s:s"« srr.acil.
Mr. Gib-os, who was tteiiv •<! with the

gnatest tnlhnaiacm, Slid t.o proposed to 
consult the wishes of those present as well 
as his own inclination It not making a speech 
on this occision. He thought it wouid be 
very indiscreet on his put to t..ks up any 
time in addressing Vu in wh, n they had 
present the Honorable tho Premier of Ontario, 
together with one of the other Ministers and 
oiner gentlemen Loin a d.«lance, whom lie 
ou ieved they would list! u to willi nun interes t 
than to him. He felt gratified to have such a 
large audience present, composed of electors 
front every quarter ol the City of Hamilton.
I Applause.) He was surs he c-iuld confi 
Gently bt speak from the met ting that atten 
tien those who would.folio * him dvsirved at 
the lundi of thoce present, (liter, hear, 
nod applause ) A» the Refi.na n.-m nec, hs 
was gratified to he able to say that be was 
meeting with unexpected success in eviry 
quarter. The spirit in which ha waa received 
everywhere encouraged him to hope that the 
majority by which Lu would he returned 
would hs larger thin any previous Lstorm 
majority on any similar occasion, (bond 
applause ) He did not go to the people of 
Hamilton and ask for their votes on false 
pretences; he asked th in to support him 
because he thought the Reform Government 
deserved support. If he were elected, it 
would be hie duty, as it would be hie pleasure, 
to give them » firm end unwavering support. 
Without detaining them one moment longer, 
he would give way to these who would follow 
l ira, and he once more asked them to give 
the speakers their best attention, inasmuch 
as io a room so lergn there would be some 
dilliculty ( iptrienccd in hearing Ihu epi ultra, 
(Tremendous applause.)

reri'TATioM raoji r. it. t. a. and ii nnr.ss.
Tho Chairman—It is now mv privilege and 

pluaaure to introduce a deputation from tho 
Young Men1» Liberal Association, who will 
present an address to tho Hon. Mr. Mowat, 
Premier v." Ontario. (Cheers )

Mr. G. F. Jei.fi then read tbe following
address :
To the iron. Ol in - Mount, M.P.F., Premier rf the 

Province uj ctnfiirto :
We, the members of tho Young Men's Liberal 

Association ol Hamilton, fiuvu great pleasure iu 
elteuilioii to you a nearly welcon u on the occa
sion of this your visit to nnr citv. We acknowledge 
witli priilo and satisfaction our entire approval 
of the course you have pursued us bead of the 
Ontario Oovorumcut as being tiuo to the best 
inter, sts of the province, tiuo to the spirit ,>f 
honest ami pure l-gisiaiiim.una true to the prin
ciples of It,.form, which alum, are admuate to 
promote and maintain the welfare id the coun
try at large. ’t lie policy pursued by your 
lioverimieht Iu all matters coming under Its 
cognisance Las received the unqualified endorse 
In u of all right-thinking ami unprejudiced per
sons. It is unnecessary iu this bumble address to 
go into details. Ample proof ef the foregoing 
statement will be found alone in the matter of 
education, winch never met with greater atteu- 
ti u, was never more equitably considered, irres
pective of class or creed, amt never received a 
gratter impetus than under the present Kt form 
Government of Ontario. In the matter ef legis
lation and tlie administration of justice, for 
which Outirio paya not more than half cf what 
tills and other provinces paid under Conservative 
rule, wliile at the samo time with lets proportion
ate parliamentarv and executive representation 
than any of the other provinces, it does its woik 
with greater elllcienoy.

in pursuing this policy it wilt lie sein by Stie 
real Hlul piacticsl decrease in the ex|>eudlture, 
wdue ut any injury whatever to the lettre.la ot 
tlie country, that it is not a Conservative hut a 
Reform maxim that '■ economy is 11,e means of 
salvuti u,"especially when guided by intelligence, 
honesty and sk li—all which have been mani
fested in tlie policy of the existing Government 
of Ontario.

Congratulating you ou a successful Varlia- 
meutary career, wc It el ce.-tain that wu but echo 
the opinions of every lover of pure government 
in saving that your Ministry is entitled to 'he full 
confidence of the country, and to a sweeping and 
triumphant election.

Wu ihauk you for the distinguished honor you 
have done our city by coming to address us cn 
the questions affecting our pr-viuce, ami feel 
sure that your sruteineutol the country's oifairs 
will commend itself to ttie minds of all who have 
the pleasure of li-tening to you.

bigned on behalf of (he Yeung M.n’i Libera! 
Association,

R F. Lazieb, President.
<'. 1 Ionov an. 1st Vic>President.
d. A. Mackenzie, and Vice-President.
Rr. Cnaia liAt.s'ncn,Treasurer.
1* It. bl'KiNoKfi. Recordingsecretary.
Ü. 1. Jhl.es, Correspond ut becrctay.

the raZMiEB'a keilt.

Mr. Mowat. v.lio was receive 1 with entku- 
eiaetic chaera, said—Mr. President and gen
tlemen of the Young Men's Liberal Club, I 
thank you very heartily for the address 
which yon have just read to me. 1 thank 
you for the complimentary matter which it 
contain». I thank you fir the approval 
which it expresses of the meat tires of the Gov
ernment cf Oa'.arir. I thank you also for the 
congratulations which you oiler to me, and 
the good wishes which you express. (Cheers ) 
I rejoice to know that the young men 
of this Liberal Club are taking an 
active and intelligent interest in the 
public affairs of the country. I 
congratulate my friend Mr. Gibson on the 
hearty assistance which he is receiving from 
you, and I would remind you that it ie upon 
the young men of tho country that our hopes 
for tho future largely depend. (Hear, hear 
and cheers.) We are all interested in the 
prosperity cf this land of ours ; but you, 
young men, have more years to live than wu 
older men have, and it is more your interest 
then ourr, therefore, to see that it is well 
governed. There is no duty more incumbent 
upon ue all than the rightful exercise 
of the franchise. (Che; re.) It is the 
franchise which distinguishes more thin any 
thing else a free country from one that Is 
net free. And it is our duty nut only to 
exercise the franchisa, but to take great pains 
that we exercise it rightly, and also to use 
all possible inilasncee that we posresa to the 
end that those views which we may cnteitain 
with regard to political matters may be 
successful and that oar feltow-oitizens may 
sappoit those views of public policy which are 
in tho interests of the country. 1 know that 
you, gentlemen, have been investigating these 
matters and that you have come to a right 
conclusion with reference to them (hear 
hear and chetrs), and I look forward with 
hope to tho services which you miy hereafter 
render to the country. We are now mould
ing tho character of this conntry. Its future 
in all respects largely depends upon what our 
young men, as well as everyone else, may do 
now. and i have no doubt that good service 
will ha rendu d by you in the future as it 
has been rendered by you now in 111» support 
which you are giving to my friend, Mr. 
Gibsv-n. (Loud cheering )

THE FH1ME MINISTERS SPEECH

The Chairman—I will now call upon the 
gentleman who for «even years has so ably 
stood at tbe head of the Government of our 
Province of Ontario, end whose record in 
connection with oar city has also been eo 
pleasing and satisfactory. I now introduce 
tbe Hon. Mr. Mowet, tho Premier, who wiil 
address you, (Enthusiastic and long con
tinued cheering.)

Upon coming forward Mr. Mowat was re. 
eeivtd by a storm of cli.-ers again and again 
renewtd. Silence having btt-n obtained, he 
•aid : Mr, Chairman and UentP.man,—1 havo 
great pleasure in having this opportunity 
afforded mo of addressing tha electors of the 
City of Hamilton. It is now upwards of 
twenty years since I had previously an 
opportunity of this kind. During that period 
wry imp inaut political events havo taken 
pluco, 1 do not propote upon this occasion 
to ttneo the history of those events, nor do I 
propo-e p.ving anything like an exhaustive 
elaUnii nl io rvftrtnea to those matters, 
which are not now of public i it-rost. I have 
boon ipeaking friq icntly during the list two 
days, and havo now a physical dilliculty in 
connection with my voice, which will pre
vent me, I am afraid, occupying your 
Line as long ns I would desite
or referr.ng to a number of matters of which 
I Would bs glad to speuit bring apprebi n 
sito that I may not be able to speak on all 
the enl.jec » on which I would like to touch,
I therefore purpose taking up a few of them 
ss they may occur to my mind. There has 
j net been road in your bearin < an address
presented to me by the Young Men's
Lib-ral Ciuli of Hamilton, That
address txjircercs confidence in the 
limit try of which I am the head, 
and the electors of Jntarlo are about to pro 
nounce their opinion as to whether that 
confidence is entertained by them at large.

un. MOWIT'I AI1 MINISTRATION OF AFFAIBS- 
In order to form a judgment as to whether 
the people ought to have confidence in us, 
wo have to consider what we have been doing 
during tho last seven years end what we have 
omitted to do -what reason there may be 
why this confidence should be continued in 
us, and what reason there may Is) why it 
should be withheld from us. Perhaps it 
would be enough to considir the charges 
which our opponents run ko against us. and 
the reamins whicü they < Her to the people 
why the ei nfiUtnoe which has been repoetd 
in ue for the last light years should now 
be withdrawn.

At this point a question was asked by a

person in tbe outskirts of the crowd, but it 
was inaudible to those on the platform.

Mr. Mowat—I have no objection to an- 
ewer any queition that may be put to me, if I 
am fortunate enough to hear it. Sums ques
tions have just now being asked which 1 have 
not heard, but I will do my beet to mage my 
fhitemi lit without the assistance of questions 
when I cannot hear them. (Applause and 
laughter.) The great reason which 
ie urged, why the people of Ontario 
should withdraw their confidence from 
us on this occasion is, that on the 17th of 
September last, the majority of them declared 
in favor of what is called

THE " NATIONAL P0L1CT,"

(hear, hear, and cheers), and it is urged that, 
having expressed that opinion then, they 
should vote against us now. I accept tbe 
compliment which ie paid to tho present 
Government in urging this as the prime 
reason why the confidence of the people 
ehonld be withdrawn from ue, because it 
shows that our opponents feel that they 
have no solid ground on which to 
object to the present Government. 
(Loud anu prolonged cheering ) This shows 
that on all matters which ought to be 
taken into account, that they aro very weak 
and they are afraid that the people will see 
and feel and ptoitounce that they are weak. 
Therefore it is that they ask you to bring in 
an element which ought not to be introduced 
here, and whicti ought to have no bearing on 
tho matter which you are now about to 
decide. (User, near ) The question of a 
“ National Policy " is one with 
which the Provincial Legislature and 
the Provincial Government has nothing 
to do, and which they cannot 
influence in the elighteet degree ; and when 
you are asked to be influenced in casting 
your vote against us by something with 
which we have nothing to do and which we 
cannot affect in any way, it ie quite plain 
that thoae who depend upon this means of 
obtaining support feel that there is no great 
reason why you ehonld give the vote which 
they desire you to record. (Loud cheers.) 
We have no jurisdiction whatever over the 
tariff. We can neither jmt on nor take off 
duties. We cannot interfere in any way with 
the action of the Dominion Government nor 
with the action cf the Dominion Parliament 
upon that subject. Tbe Government at 
Ottawa hat a majority of two 
or three to one, and if they cannot 
carry out their policy by such a majority, 
without any help from the Ontario Govern
ment, they must he a rotten Government 
indeed. (Roars of laughter and loud cheers.) 
Tho Dominion Government, as I have «aid, 
has a majority of from two or three to one in 
tlie House of Commons at Ottawa. They 
have a kiege mnjerity from every province but 
one in the Dominion and they have that

MAJORITY SECURE FOR FIVE YFARS.
If with all that advantage, if with the ad
vantage of that cnoimuus superiority m 
numbers in the House of Commons—a 
superiority rccurcd fur fire years the 
“ National Policy " would be endangered by 
the Ontario Government not being in political 
ucoord with sue Administration t,l Ottawa, 
turn there must be certainly something very 
wrong either about tbe Government at Otta 
wa or about the “ National Policy." (Laugh
ter and chetrs)

CANADIAN AND PROVINCIAL ISSUES

The franchise is very valuable. It is that 
upon which our freedom rests ; but it ought 
to be exercised, and to be a thing really 
valuable, it muet ba exercised intelligently. 
(Hear, hear ) Now, under our complicated 
eyetim of government, we haveissuce cf one 
kind to consider and to it tluenoe t-ur votes 
when we Lave a Dominion t lection at hand, 
and we have other ir-tuce entirely different 
when wa are on the eve cf a Provincial eke 
tien. If we have been doing our duty as 
Provincial Miuutere, if our legislation has 
been right, if our administration of 
public affairs lias been just end 
proper, then it is for the people 
of thi» province to declare their continued 
confidence in ns, even though wo may differ 
from aomo of them wilh reference to ques
tions over which the Dominion Government 
alone ban juridiction, and with which we 
have nothing to do. but,while it ie perfectly 
absurd to ray that you should be influenced 
in your miuds by having voted against the 
lUfirrn party on the ITtli of September,there 
is jaet now

A VEST IMPORTANT REASON

why the Provincial Government ehould not 
belong to the same political party aa 
the Government at Ottawa. (Hear, 
hear ) There are reasons in which 
all of you aie interested - whether 
yon are Conservatives or Reformers. Oar 
system implies that there may he and ought 
to be fritndly t tlicial relatione between tlie 
Dominion and Provincial Governments, 
though they may not beltnz to tho seme 
party, hud our experience hitherto lias been 
that inch relations may exist. When wc 
have had u Dominion Government of the 
Conservative party, 1 found nu'd lficulty iu 
maintaining proper clUcial relations with 
them. When Mr, blake end Mr. Mackenzie 
were in powir at Ottawa, there w ro provinevs 
io winch tueir patty was not in control if 
public affairs, but there was no difficulty 
experienced by them in maintaining 
friendly official relations wilh the latter. If 
nil the provinces of the Dominion 
should always ho ni tua hands 
of tlie same j inly as was supreme 
m Dominion polities, tbm I wou'd 
despair ul the succies of our federal system. 
(Hear, hear ) lives framed and constituted 
upon the assumption that our Dominion 
matters were one thing and cur Provincial 
matters another, and that there was no 
reason end no necessity why both should hs 
BdininisUrt-d by tho same party. 1 have said, 
however, that whatever to ay be the geueral 
rule, and even supposing that it were not eo 
clear aa I have stated and at it rtivlly is, 
there is at thie moment

A SPECIAL REASON

why all tho people of this country, Conferva 
lives and Reformers nlike, should recognize 
the importance of tho Government at Toron
to having nothing to do with the political 
c; nsideratione which may influence the Gov
ernment at Ottawa. W’e have lately had an 
important award made, which affects us 
mure largely then perhaps any other transac
tion which we ere likely to have for many 
years to come. Tho extent of our territory is 
» matter which lias long been in dispute. 
Some of tbe quoetione involved in It have 
bean in controversy for a century or 
two. It lies Lim reserved, however, fur the 
present Government of Ontario to deal finally 
with this question, which has been compli 
rated and long tbe iubjeot of dispute. We 
bave dealt with it by having na arbitration 
appointed to consider it and by making an 
exhaustive collection of n vest body ol 
materials necessary to be examined in order

to ascertain what the extent of our territory 
really is. Finally, we have obtained an award 
by which the teiritory over which we have 
been previously exercising jurisdiction 
has been increased by the addition of 
another territory jaet as largo. (Cheers.) 
So that, by means of thie award, we have 
now an adjudicated right to twice the terri
tory which we had when the Reform Govern
ment came into power. (Renewed cheering.) 
This province of ours in which we live, in 
which all our interests lie, to which we are 
all strongly attached, and for which we have 
such gloriuns hopes in tbe future, is now 
larger in extent than Great Btitain and Ire
land. It is nearly as large as the whole 
Republic of Fiance, and it is capable 
of bearing and maintaining in comfort ae 
large a population as either of the se lands 
oau do, (Applause.) Such i* territory is 
not to be thrown away and It ie

NOT TO HE TAKEN FROM ÜJ

either againet oar will. (Load cheers.) The 
award which gave it to ua was made by arbi
trators of tbe greatest ability and of tbe 
highest character. Thie award secured to us 
no more than our rights, and perhaps not ail 
that we were strictly entitled to ; hut, at all 
eventf, it gave us all that our people 
desire, and es large a territory as 
we can usefully possets. In order to confirm 
this result, however, legislation was needed 
by your own Legislature at Toronto, and by 
tho Parliament ut Ottawa. We did legislate 
in this direction last session. We accepted 
the award. We passed the necessary law to 
confirm it, but tue Government at Ottawa 
bas failed to do its duty in the matter, acd 
hue neglected to recognize this award. It 
has not recognized this result cither 
by paseiug the necessary Act to con
firm it or by a letter, or by 
a word, intimating that intended
to do so. Aro we going to er.bt® to the loss 
of that territory ? (Voices — Nl, no I) Are 
we to have it taken from at ?» Are we to 
eabmit to any Govetdlnent tefwing to give 
«fleet to the rights of Ontario tn regard to 
thie very important matter f (Cheers ) Why 
waa not this matter disposed of last session 
by the Dominion Administration ? Why 
have they not distinctly recognized our right 
to the territory which the arbitrators have 
given to us ?

I KN.W OF NO REASON.
I have heard no suggestion of a reason ; no 
reason can be suggested iu this relation—un
less It is a political reason and political 
necessity. The influencez of other provinces, 
the influence in scute way or other of other 
provinces which may have an abturd jealousy 
of the power which such a large territory might 
bestow on tbe Province of Ontario in the 
future, may have lid to thie want of action. 
It ie, therefore, of tho utmost importance 
that you ehould have a Govornmi ut at 
Toronto that wilt not ho influenced by the 
earns political considerations as the Govern
ment at Ottawa. (Prolongid cheering ) Y’cu 
need iu the interest of your own province, 
whether Uiiiiervativea cr Reformers, t) 
have a
GOVERNMENT WBTCU WILL INSIST CN ISC BIGHTS 

OF ONTABIO

Using respected and preserved intact what
ever political reasons another Government 
may have found for refusing to give effect to 
them. So far, therefore, at lui» moment 
from there being any rearon whatever why 
the two Government? should be in “ political 
accord," there is lite strongest reason—there 
is a stronger reason probably than ever 
again may exist—why you should haves Gov 
ernmeut at Toionto that is not in " political 
accord ’ with the Administration at Ottawa. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers ) Now that absurd 
jioriticn that the two Governments ought to 
bo in *' political accord" is the chief argu
ment used with many tUctcra to induce 
them to vote against m upon toil occasion. 
Put when you examine into the matter you 
find that the reason is entirely tie other way. 
We ehonld have many Conservatives, not 
otherwise with us, joining us on patriotic 
grounds upon this particular occasion. (Hear, 
hear) Now we have Led the con
fidence of the people of Ontario for the last 
■even or eight yeeraHow is it we have had tins 
confidence ? What has led to cur receiving 
thie confidence in the marked wny in which 
it has been bestowed upon us ? I apprehend 
that it fiai been owing to various causer, 
and perhaps to none mors than to this- -that 
our people recognize in oar lejialution and 
administration of affairs that

we navE been a ram government ;

that we have been fair to all locali
ties (near, hear, and rounds of ap
plause), to all partit s, and to all creeds 
and classes too. (Renewed cheering ) 
Though we have had, under our system, to 
rely upon tbe support of one party, yet we 
have striven earnestly in ail that we havo 
done—whether iu legislation, in the adminis
tration of public affaire, in disposing t f groat 
questions which our predecessors were unable 
t.i dispose ol, and which they Ml to us 
to m tile, and also in the management 
of the finances of I tie c uutry — 
to take tho greatest pre.'iblo care to 
Lent lit our political opponents just as much 
as our political friends. (Hear, hear and 
applause ) Accordingly onr laws have been 
doing justice exactly as much to the ungrate, 
fa! Conservatives aa to onr friends, tlie 
Reformers. ( Laughter and chi ers.) Wo have 
for tho last seven or eight veare been doing 
good to theso Const natives

IN I FITE OF TilEMSEl.VEi 
(renewed laughter), and wo sis going n cm- 
iluuo to do them good in spite of l,i ciscivea 
for four years mere. (Lou entering and 
laughter ) Iu cur laws we have i ecu pied tlie 
whole field of legislative jundiotioo which 
belongs to the province. We have pus d 
laws reforming jour municiptl institutions 
end your educational institutions We have 
relnrincd the laws relative t > property and 
civil rights. Wu have rcfuimcd the 
lame relating to the administra 
lion of justice and every other 
subject over which we had aiy power, and 
wo have done this to effectually, to carefully 
and »j successfully that whilst we have 
passed hundreds of Acts, embracing every 
variety of important subjects, there ie hardly 
one cf them which hut no. received the 
approbation I do not pay oi )nr own friande 
mtrely, I do not say of the Rn:j«rity of tho 
people merely, bat the approbation -of tlie 
whole of the people in every put of the 
province and belonging to all parties sud 
classes. (Loud applause.) I! tho re is hu 
Act or two in tine numlx* of important 
statutes to which cccaiiocal objection is 
taken hero or there, it Ie of s very limited 
kind ; even oar political oppenente are not 
united in objecting to any of them. 
What are they 7 Of oil tlie vast 
number of laws that have boon 
pasted and of which you m* now enjoying 
the benefit, what are tlioee to which any 
objection whatever ie mede 7

WE GAVE TOU THE INCOME FRANCnlBE.
A few object to that. Put whilet our friende 
an- satisfied with it, a very large number of 
onr opponents equally approve of this fran
chise. We have not taken away lrom anybody 
the right of voting which he poiaeeeed before, 
but we have added to the electorate i consid
erable number of pereone who before bad no 
votes. Our measure for that purpose was 
opposed by the Conservative», but it was 
carried in spite of thorn, and now they declare 
that it hae worked to their advantage and to 
our disadvantage. Assuming that to be a fact, 
you will find in this circumstance another 
illustration of bow fairly we have acted, of 
how little we have thought of party advan
tage when we were advising measures for 
promoting the general good, and for doing 
juatiee to the various classes of the com
munity. (Cheers.) A lew object to what is 
called

TEE FARMER»' IONS' FRANCHISE,

but there, also, the Conservatives claim that 
they have gained a greater advantage than 
we have. Our reason for granting thie 
franchise was because we thought that it 
ought, in justice, to be given. Y’ou will 
observe that it ie not every farmer's son who 
has the franchise bestowed upon him under 
our Aot, but only those eons who ere living 
with their fathers and assisting them in the 
management of the farm, and who are 
practically, though not legally, their partners. 
This affected a class of persons whose names 
were constantly found under the old system 
upon the assessment rolls and on the voters' 
lists, though they had uo right to he there. 
Public si miment was strong that young men 
to situated ought to have voice ; some of 
them were voting in rpite of the law. They 
were attached to the country, they had au 
interest in the soil, they were contemplating 
permanent residence here. They were well 
educated, they were intelligent persons, and 
there did teem to be no eutlicient reason why 
the public santimuit on that subject should 
not be so far consulted that we should make 
legal what had been done before illegally. 
Now, we thereby added a considerable unnt- 

1 her of names to tbe voters' lists. The income 
' franchise did not benefit tbe country at 
i all. Seldom or ever was there found anybody 

who was entitled to vote on the ground of 
income franchise in tbe townships. There 
were not many in the villages, but there were 
some in tbe towns and more in the cities. 
The farmers’ franchise was i subsequent Aot, 
and in it we made provision for that class of 
persons to whom it referred in the rural parte 
of the country. Thie again was a measure, 
which,while our friende generally approved of 
it, our opponents are by no means united in 
objecting to it. On the contrary, I have no 
doubt that if on the point you could poll the 
Conservatives of the country, you would find 
that a very small proportion indeed would ob
ject to the farmers’sons having the franchise 
witu the restriction under the circumstances 
for which oar Act provided, and this there
fore is another illustration of how fairly we 
have acted even in the most delicate parte of 
the legislation with which we have had to do,

THE GENERAL INCORPORATION ACT,
We alcO, amongst a muiiilut'.e of Autr, 
which we have passed for the purpose of 
promoting the welfare of the country, and 
the well-being of Its people, have passed a 
General Incorporation Act, under which euy 
one, any number of persons may become 
incorporated for any purpose that ie 
not illegal. There has been one 
misapplication of that Act, An attempt hae 
beeu made to render it the meant of fasten
ing strong odium upon myself and my col
leagues. We passed this measure to make 
private Acts of Parliament for the incorpora
tion of special bodies therealter unnecessary. 
(Hear, hear ) There were great advantages 
attendent upon thie course. A charter to 
incorporate under our General Act may be 
obtained at any time. Y’ou do not have to 
wait until Parliament meeti for tbe purpose. 
It ie secured by a very simple process which 
requires no lawyer’s assistance and tbe 
whole expense ol it is, I hslieve, about ten 
eeuta for fyling the document. (Laughter ) 
The machinery is as simple as it was possi
ble for one to devise, so that there n no 
difficulty in the way of eecuring incorpora- 
tiou under its provisions.

THE OlANOE BODY.

There is a very important body in this 
country, whose leaders have endeavored to 
convince them that it is no unjust thing that 
they should not obtain incorporation by a 
Special Act of Parliament instead of becom
ing incorporated under this General Act. 
Well, we were bound to object to any special 
Acts after poising our Geueral Act, or other
wise tbe General Act would be comparatively 
useless. Ite effect has been that we have had 
from forty to fifty leas statutes passed every 
session, than, bat for this law, we would 
have had, and very important public bodies 
have from time to time been incorporated 
under the general laws which now exist for 
this purpose. 1 am sure that the Orangemen 
would not desire to bo in a different position 
to others if their leaders were not mislesding 
them about this matter. (Hear, hear ) I 
have no doubt that they uncy—they have 
nut the elighteet ground for such a fancy— 
that they are unj a«llv treated in this matte r ; 
while the fact is that no injustice ie done them 
at all. Tide their leaders know ; but tuey 
have political reasons for persuading the 
member» of the body that they are treated 
nejuslly, and in consequence of this attempt 
they have fastened odium on the present 
Government in conm ction with this subject.

A Voice—Wbv did you vote for it 7
Mr. Mowat—1 will just answer tint ques

tion, because it shows tho sort of talk by 
which friendi lilto our friend who has just 
spokm have been misled in regard to thin 
very matter. I voted for too incorporation 
of Orangemen when tin re was no general 
Act under winch they could ha iocorpnrated. 
(Mnthunies'.io cheers ) Whether right or 
wrong, I did not see why Orangemen should 
not have the advantage of incorporation, 
and if tho laws of the country «îiabied that to 
he done in no other way than by a special 
Act of Parliament, then, whothtr I was 
right or wrong, I thought that the 
Urangtmon should have a special 
Act for the purpose, and 1 vottd for it ac
cordingly, Wo all know the excitement 
which always arose when cn attempt was 
made to pais a Pill of this kind. The same 
excitement prevail'. J in the old Province of 
Canada, when I was a member of its Parlia
ment, whenever tho eubjocl sus brought up, 
and it was most desirable therefore that in 
corporation, when obtained, should tie 
secured In euch u way as would uot involve 
this excitement, and as might he regarded 
without hoi tile feeling! by au y class of the 
community. When i general Act was passed 
with that view, and which enabled thie to bo 
done, then there was no longer even a justi
fication for pasiing a private Act for tbe 
puijiDie, We have therefore lines opposed 
the passage of a private Act for the incorpo

ration of the body jaet ts we would oppose 
private Acte for the incorporation of every 
other body, which can he as well incorporated 
under the General Act. That Ie my answer 
to my friend. (Loud cheers,)

THE SEPARATE SCHOOL ACT.

A Voice- Whet about the Separate 
Schools 7

Mr. Mowat—Well, I may here sty some
thing on this subject since my friend is eo 
very importunate and eo very anxious for 
information. I dare say that he ie going to 
become a Reformer and only went! a good 
reason for becoming one. (Laughter ) I can 
easily give him en anewer. If all he desires is 
to make himself right and to have good 
reason» for becoming right, I can very easily 
furnish thie reason. (Hear, hear and laugh
ter ) We have made some amsn lmente in 
the Separate School law—into which we have 
introduoed some reforms—which were not 
objected to by the leaders of my friend and 
bis associates in the House of Parliament 
at the time. Our amendments to 
which, I euppoie, he makes some 
objection, were amendments to which hie own 
leaders dire not object, and did not object 
when the Bill wee be fore the House. (Cheere.) 
Surely he must see that there cannot bo any 
very great objection to provisions to which 
his own leaders on the floor of the House 
made no objection. (Applause.)

CHARITABLE GRANTS.

I havo been illustrating bow fairly in all 
respects we Lave acted towards all parties and 
classes and creeds. Let me mention another 
illustration of the same thing. It has been 
customary, for many years before Confedera
tion and since Confederation, to make grants 
to hospitals and charities out of the public 
funds, but there was no principle on which 
these grants were distributed. There was 
always n pressure for granti to new bodiei, 
which had not previously been receiving 
such public aid. There was always 1 
a pressure likewise brought to bear 
for tbe increase of grants which had been 
previously bestowed. Well, wo passed a 
general Act upon that eubject, at we passed 
a general Act in regard to incorporations, 
because these general Acte are always safer 
than particular Acte. (Hear, hear.) They 
are apt to be far better considered, and there 
ie apt to be far lose wrong in them than 
•ometimea these epeclal Acts contain. Now, 
to illustrate thie remark, let me go hack 
again for a moment to the matter of the 
Orange Bille. The Orange Bill, as first 
introduced, contained a provision for the 
vesting of the whole property of all the 
lodges of the whole country in tbe Grand 
Lodge. I did think this was

a MOST OBJECTIONABLE THING.

I did think—though I did not feel it to be 
my duly to oppose the Bill on that ground 
when no general incorporating Act
was in existence — that this was
very objectionable. I thought that the 
leaders of the Orange body were misleading 
their followers and inducing them to ineiet 
upon that which they did not understand, or 
they would not thsmielvee have iupported 
thie line ol action alter my Bill providing tor 

•the incorporation of the individual lodges 
«ae enacted, and that each lodge might hold 
ite own property. The general Bill wae there
fore a far better Bill than the one which was 
introduced by tbe Orange leaders, and thie 
Bill ought to heve given far greater eatitfac 
lion to the individual lodges—when they 
come to understand it—then even tbe private 
and special Bill which they were aeking tho ! 
House to pus. This was also the case with 
regard to the charities. We were anxious to , 
find some principle on which new bodies 
should he added to those which were in re 
ceipt of grants and upon which there should 
be increases made, when reason for inch in
crease existed. Oar Act made provision for 
this purpose, and from that time we have 
increased no grant to hospitals or charities 
except in the proportion of the amount cf 
good done. (Cheers.) We have laid down 
certain rules to enable us to judge 
of tbe amount of woik done
and for providing for the inspection of these 
bodice with that view. I know that privately 
—not so much poLlidy a* privately—we have 
been maligned because of this Act, inasmuch 
as hitherto it has happened that the larger 
amount of the increase lias gone Io one 
denomination of onr people than to other 
denominations. It so happant that we have i 
had a larger increase ol work accomplished 
in their institutions than hu been done in 
Protestant imtilutions, therefore wo bars 
keen told that we are a priest ridden Govern
ment because of this accidental result of it j 
very good law. But we have acted fairly in ! 
this matter too. We have acted

importance of this city of youri ; we recog
nize its importance from ite convenient local
ity, from its magnificent harbor, and eipe- 
ciully from the extraordinary enterprise and 
public ipirll and energy end batinees ability 
which Ite people have always displayed, 
(applause ) How bat our recognition mani
fested itself? Not by anything which I 
cannot defend everywhere—not by anything 
which 1 cannot defend either in Ottawa, 
or in Toronto, or in Sarnia. But itill 
by very important advantages, which a lees 
fair Government might not have conferred 
upon you. (Hear, hear.) W’e have had for ex
ample bat two Inititntione erected In 
our time. One oi these wae the Normal 
School at Ottawa, and the other wee 
the Lunatic Asylum here. Therelote, 
we gave you one of the only two in
stitution* which were bnilt in onr time. 
We have uktd the Legislature to «auction 
our building here in Hamilton. (Cheere.) 
You know well that you are interested in 
railroads which run through varions parts of 
the country to Hamilton, but whet are really 
Hamilton roads, became it la your people 
who heve projected them -, your people that 
have advocated them, end to your people 
altogether that their exietence is 
owing, and you know how much these 
roads of yours, from which you are 
going to derive a large prosperity,from which 
you are deriving great advantage at tho 
present moment, have been aided by the 
Government, and how large the same are 
which we bave granted from the Provincial 
Treasury for this purpose. (Cheere.) Alto
gether it ie

NOT MUCH LESI THAN 81,500,000
whicli we have given to these worke, In which 
Hamilton is specially interested. (Renewed 
chotring.) Now, I merely allude to thie 
matter for the purpose of further illustrating 
the fact that in all our acte, whether legal or 
administrative, we have done just what was 
right. We have not given you more than 
you ought to have ; bat we Lave given you all 
that you ehould have, and that ie more than 
any of our predecessors did. (Hear, hear, 
and cheers.)

e TUE SURPLUS.

A Voice—Whit ibout the surplus ’
Mr. Mowat—I think tbit I hear some 

discontented friend amongst you calling out 
—" The eurplne." Now there ie no illuitre- 
tion that I could give which furnishei you 
more clear proof of what I have been point
ing out than the very way in which we have 
distributed the surplus ; became we did io 
on principles that were to apply everywhere. 
Iu proportion to the population of every 
municipality wit to be the proportion of 
the surplus that the municipality woe to 
receive ; and accordingly we have given in 
the same proportion to the Tory municipali
ties and to the Reform municipiiitiee, (hear, 
hear and laughter)—to those who politically 
did not deserve enythlng of as and to those 
who politically deterred everything of us. 
(Laughter and applause.) Early in the 
present controversy, having reference to 
the general election, it med to be 
•aid that the Government of Ontario ought 
nul lu be eumiiiaeù iu vfilu* beueuee they 
were incapable mm, and that they were not 
equal to the dutiee which belonged to the 
offices they held. We have not heard much 
of thie lately. (A laugh ) A very little dis
cussion hu made thie statement appear so 
very absurd that evsn our absurdist oppo
nents hardly over venture on it now, because 
it was found that during our term of office 
we had to deal with several very importent 
matters which ought to have been settled 
jireviouily, which

WITHOUT RF.FKBENCE TO C8KED OB TO GLASS

in the matter, and if a Protestant institution 
shows that it has been doing more work it 
gets a larger grant, while if a Catnolic insti
tution ebows that it has been doing more 
work it receivei a larger grant (cheers), 
and I misundtrstand the spirit of our people of 
all creeds and all classée if they will not 
recognize the justice of tbe principle which 
wo Lave thus laid down, and on which we 
are acting, provided that they are 
made to understand the real character 
of (this me tv tire, 'they must be misled 
as to the course which we are taking, when 
they find in that conree anything to con
demn. Indeed so fairly have we been acting, 
ami eo entirely are we without reproach on 
the ground of unfairness or partiality, that I 
myself am charged in Toronto with being en 
enemy of the very city in which 1 live, in 
which nearly all my property is, and with 
which all my private intertill ere bound up. 
Ul coure» I have not been en enemy to tbe 
city. I have been si true to Toronto aa to 
Hamilton and every part of the country, 
whether east or wsst, north or south, (Loud 
cheers.) But because 1 have not done more 
for Toronto than I ought tu have done, be
cause I have not been unfair to the 
rest of the country, my opponents now 
are trying to make tbe people of 
Toronto believe that I have actually been 
hostile to that city. I think that 1 do not 
need clearer evidence to lay before the people 
of the whole community ol the abeoiute 
fairness of the Government with which I 
have been connected than to show that we 
have acted as to make it possible for the 
electors of tho city in which 1 live and where 
my property is to have an argument of tLut 
kind addressed to them as a reason why I 
ehould bo defeated there on the nth of Juno 
next. (Renewed cheering.) I nerd not 
recount hero tlie good things which Toronto 
has received from the Government, but I 
may remind you that
WE HAVE RECOGNIZED TUE CLAIMS OF HAM 

1LT0N
(applause)—juit as we recognized the claim! 
ol every other part of the community having 
clalmi upon our consideration and have given 
due tiled to them. We have recognized the

OUR FBEIECEjeraS WERE AFRAID OB WEBB 
UNABLE

to grepplo with, and tbit we bad disposed 
satisfactorily and in tne public interest with 
every one of them. The Boundary (Question 
it one of them, end there never 
was a more d.fiicult matter than that 
before the Government, and very probably 
there never again will bo. We disposed of it 
in a way eo satisfactory that the Dominion 
Government, in the intereeti of the other 
provinces, seems unwi ling to give effect to 
it. We also disposed, satisfactorily to all 
partie» and to every portion of the province, 
of that great grievance which arose from 
Municipal Loan Fund debts—(hear, hear I — 
which was a grievance twenty five years old, 
which was increasing every year and which 
our opponent! ought to have disposed of long 
before our time, but which they did not 
dispose of —which they were unable or afraid 
to dispose of. (Hear, hear.) It wae left for 
a ltoform Government to settle this matter 
and we did it satisfactorily. So I might go 
on and point out to you the various im
portant Acte of legislation which we 
have passed, and a good deal of 
what ought to have been anticipated long 
ago. Much of this wae to supply wants 
which onr people had long ago felt, but those 
who preceded aa cither did not eel the evil or 
they did not see the remedy. They were 
either bec dieu as to providing the necessary 
remedy or were incapable of doing il. 1 
could go on and give you numerous instances 
ol the reforms which we have brought about, 
but you know something of them. The dis
cussion of the abeurd charge which I have 
mentioned ha», as I have already stated, been 
lately abandoned, and tbe people of thie 
country are pretty well satisfied that what
ever the capacity of the present Government 
may or may not be, at all events there ie not 
the slightest reason for supposing that equal 
capacity exists on the Opposition benches. 
(Laughing and cheers.)

OCR FINANCES.

I feel myeelf unable to proceed much 
longer, and yet I want to say something to 
you with regard to our financée, became at 
the present time, apart from the absurd 
ground given for voting against us, owing to 
tlie " National Policy," the great charge 
levelled against ns is that we have not pro
perly managed the expenditure, and that we 
have been employing the public money In an 
extravagant way. I dispute the pretension 
wholly and absolutely. I say that we have 
been employing tbe public money rightly. 
(Cheers ) Wo have expended the whole of it, 
of which we have made use, in the public 
inter* at, and we havo been employing it all 
economically. Those who attack ue in thie 
matter are in the habit of pointing oat how 
much money lias been employed each year 
since tlie Reform Government cams 
into office, and how much public 
money waa expended win n Handfield Mac 
dunuld wai Premier, bat then you will 
easily nee upon a little ri flection how absurd 
that in, unless they go on and show what we 
have bat 11 employing tlie money for. (Hear, 
beur ) We have a reserve of two and a half 
millions of dollars. That was a surplus 
accummulated by Handheld Macdonald, of 
froB|i,000,000 to 80,000,000. But we could 
usefully employ in this country and for the


