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THE LOCAL CAMPAIGN.

HAMILTON’S GRAND RECEPTION OF THE PREMIER OF ONTARIO.

A SPLENDID TRIBUTE

TO FAIR, HONEST AND
LIBERALGOVERN-
MENT.

A MOST ENTHUSIASTIC AND SATIS-
FACTORY MEETING.

Magniticent Speeches by Iion. |
Gliver Mowat, Hon. Arthiuar
«, Hardy and . Mac-
Mahon, I'sq., QC.

THE PEOPLE'S CANDIDATE RE-.
CEIVES A ROUSING ENDORSA-
TION-HIS ELECTION ON
THE 3TH OF JUNE
ASNURED.

The Preceedings nt the Palace,

On Friday even ng tha members of the Young
Men'e Libera! Aecceiation assembied attieir
Roems on King street wost, and, headed by
the eplendid Band of the 13:h Dattalion,
proceeded to the Royal Hotel to mect the
Hon. Oliver Mowat, Premier of Cutario;
Hon. A. 8 Hardy, Provincial Secretary ; and
Hugh MscMabon, Exq., Q.C., who arrived in
tho svening, to deliver addresecs in defence

of the policy of the Mowet Goverpment, and
in supvort of the candidature of Mr. J. M.
Gibson.

The Lion. gentiemen and Mr. MacMahon were
received at the G. W. IR. aepot (/n tho arrival
of the train from Torcnto) by W. E. Sauford,
¥eq, J. M. Gibgon, Ii:q., and othere, and
driven to the Royal Hotel, OnMerrick street
a grand proceseicn was formed, the bamd
leading, followed by the members cof the |
Young Men's Liberal Association on foot, the |
dietinguished guests in carriages, and other '
cabs and privats carriages, filled with electors, |
bringing up the rear. The procession waa
certainly ona of the largest and most respect-
alTs which has ever taken place in this city.
Oa reaching the Crystal Palace grounda the
Young Men's Liberal Association—one hun-
dred and fifty of whose members turned ont -
opened their ranks and allowed the carringes
with the distinguished visitors to pass
through when such hearty enl enthueinstio
cheering greeted Mr. Mowat as has seldom
been heard in Hamilton or elsswhere, let the
occasion be what it may, i

Notwithstanding that the hour for holding
the meeting Liad 1ot more than arrived, every
availabie seat of the hundreds which had
been arrauged in the Palace wae cecupied,and
hiundreds more of the electors bad taken up
poritions on the stairwaye, in tie galleries |
snd wingsof the building. I: was estimated |
that not less than five thousand people |
greetcd Mr. Mowat wiih ringing chieera as he |
usoended the platform. Amougst those who
Lad seats thereon beasides the rpeakers
of the evenming there were W. F. San-
ford, Eeq . President ; and J. C. McKeand,
E¢q, Secretary of the L:form Association,
Beuator Hope, Meeers, J. M. Gibeon, D.
Mocre and Charles Magill. Occupying eeats
immediately in frons oi the platform were |
the members of the Executive Committee of |
the Reform Association. Among those |
present were A. T. Wood, E. Martin, Q.C,, |
Ald. Kenoedy, .. Irving, W. Copp, J. |
Stewart, Ald. Carscalien, ex Ald, Kolly, Ald. |
Doran, ex-Ald.,Chisholm, J. I. Mackenzie, J.
Lastwood, C. Donovan, A. Laidlaw, A.
Satherland, J. Moodie, W. P. Moore, Sherit!
McKetlar, Jobn Harvey, J. W. DMurton,
W. R. McDonsld, IR, Brierley,J.\W. P, Siewars,
G. F.Jels, 8. F. Lazier, snl, in & word, a
majority of the leadiog citizens of Hamiiton.
Several well-known clergymen and members
of the meldicsl and other learned profes-
sions also gruced the occasion with their
presence. .

The chair wasa oceupied by Mr. Sanford,
Mr. MeKeand cfiiciating ae Sceretary.  Qaiet
hdviog ‘been restored eomewhat after ihe
tumultuons regeption acoorded the vieitors,

The Cuarnuan stated Lo cbeerved the first
item on the programme was a epeech from
himsellf, but ng most cf the audierce were
aware, he had just returned from Manitols,
aud if he did speak, it would be about town
Jote, railway reserves, immigration schemes,
ele —(laughter)—but he felt that no epeech
was reqaired at bis hauda, cepecially as they
were about to have the privilege of hearing
the Premier of Ontario and one of the mem
bera of his Cabinet ppeak onthe isenes of the
day. (Hear, hear and cheere.) He would
first introduce to the meeting Mr. (ibsop,
the Reform caudidate, who, hs was gure,
would prove on tha J:h prox. to ba the pecs
ple's capdidate, (Chcers.)

Md, GIRSON'S SPERCI,

Mr. GinsoN, who wa4d recaived with the
preatest cntbneinrme, ssid Le propoced to
coneult the wishes of thoza precens re well
ee hisa own irclination by not wakiog aepsceh
on thig occagion. Ha thought 1t wouid be
very indieerect on Lis patto tuke up any
tiwme in addressing them whon they had
present the Honorable the Premivr of Outario,
together with cne of the other Miuisters and
owner geniistnen fow s distence, whom Le |
vo ieved theywonld listen to with more interest |
than to himn. e felt pratitiod to have auch a |
letge audience present, comyposed of electors |
from every quarter of the City of Hamilton, |
(Applause.) He was sura Le could confi-
deutly bespesk from the mectivg that atten |
tion thoee wiho would follow Lim descrved at |
the hauvds of those preeent. (iicar, hear, |
aod applanee ) As the Refuna nominee, ho
was gratilied to be uwble to esy that Le was
meeting with unexpected ruccees in every |
quarter. ‘The epirit 1n which Lo wasreevived |
everywhere encouraged Lia to hopo that the |
mejority by which ke would be returped |
would be larger than any previous Lisform |
mojority on auy similar occation, (Loud
applaunse ) He did not go to the people of
Hamiltou and &sk for their voles on falee
protences; he aiked them to support him
because e thought the Lieform Governmont
deserved support. 1l Le were elected, it
would be his duty, as it would be his pleneure,
to give them o {irm and unwavering suppors.
Wiithout detaining them one moment longer,
Lie would give way to these who would follow
Lim, and he once more asked them to give
the speakers their beat attention, inaemuch
o8 in & room 80 largo there would bLe sowe
difliculty experienced in hearing the epcakera,
(Tremendous applauze.)

DEPUTATION FROM Y, M. L, A, AND ALDRE2E,

The CuamnyaaN—It is now my priviloge and
pleasure to introduce a deputation from the
Young Men's Liveral Association, who will
prerent on addrees to the Hon, Mr. Mowat,
Promier vi votario. (Cheers )

Mr. G. F. Jerrs then read the following
addrees :

To the Hom. Oliver Mowat, M. I.F,, Premier cf the
Province of Ontario :

‘We, the members of tho Yonng Men's Liboral
Association of Hamilton, have great pleasure in
extending to you a hearty welcon e on the ocea-
sion of this your visit to our city, Weacknowledge
with pride und satisfaction ouar entire approval
of the course you have pursued as head of the
Onturio Government, as being true to the best
iuterests of the province, true to the spirit of
honest and pure l=gisiation, aud true to the yrin-
civles of Reform, which aulone are adequate to
promote and muintain the welfare of the coun-
try at large. The policy pursued by your
Governwment in all matters coming under its
cognizance has received the unqualified endorsa
tion of wll right-thinking and uuprejudiced per-
sons, Itisunnecessary iu this humble address to
goluto detarls. Awmpie proof ef the foregoin
statemont will be fouod alone in the matter o
education, which never met with greater atten-
tion, was never wore equitably considered, irres-
pective of class or creed, and never roceived a
prsater ilnpetus than under the present Reform
Governweut of Ontario. Inthe watter of legis-
lation and the admiuistration of justice, for
which Ontirio pays not more than half of what
this and other Erovincel paid under Conservative
rule, while at the same time with lees proportion-
ute purlinmentarv and executive representation
thau any of the other provinces, it does its work
with greater eflicienoy.

In pursuing this {'oucy it will be seen by the
real und pructicul deerease 1a the expenditure,
wilhicut any injury whatover to the iuterests of
tho couutry, that it is vot a Conservative but a
Reforma waxim that * economy is the means of
salvation,"especially when guided by intelligence,
bonesty and sk li—all which have been mani-
fested in the policy of the existing Government
of Ontario,

Congrutalating you on a successful arlia-
meutary career, we feel certain thut wo but echo
tue opinions of every lover of puce goveroment
i saying that your Ministry is entitled to the full
coufidence of the country, and to a sweeping end
triumphaut election.

We thuuk you for the distinguished honor you
have done our city by comicg to address us on
the questious affecting our province, and feel
sure that your statementof the couutry's atfuirs
will commend itself to the miuds of all who have
the plessure of listening to you,

figned on behalf of the Young M.n's Liheral
Association,

8§ F.Laziew, President,

C.Doxovaxn, 1st Vies Prosident.

Jo A, MACKESZIE, 2nd Vice-President
ST Craia Barroun, Treasuver,

D R, drrINGER, Recording tecretary,
G F.Junvs, Correspond ng Secretary.

THE PREMIER'S REPLY,

Mr, Mowar, v.ho was recsivel with enthu.
eiastic cheera, peid—Mr. President and gen-
tiemen of the Young Men's Liberal Club, I
tiank you very heartily for the addrees
which you have just read to me. I thank
you for the complimentary matter which it
containa. 1 theank you fcr the approval
which it expresees of the measures of the Gov-
ernment of Oataric, I thauk you also for the
congratulations which you offer to me, and
the good wishes which you express. (Cheers.)
I rejoice to know that the young men

of this Liberai Clab sre taking an
active and intelligent interest in the
pablie  atfairs of the country. I

cengratulate my friend Mr. Gibson on the
hearty assistance which hie ia receiving from
you, and I wonld reraind you that it ia upon
the young men of the country that our hopes
for the future largely depend. (Hear, bear
and cheers.) We are il interested in the
prosperity of this land of ours ; but you,
young men, hayo more yoars o live iuan weo
older meon have, and it is more your interest
tuen oure, therefore, to ece that it is well
governed, There is no duty more incumbent
upon us all than the riglisful exercise
of the frenchise. (Checrs.) It is the
franchise which dietinguishes morethan any
thing elee a free country from one that is
not free.  And it is our duty not only to
exercise the franchiss, but to take great pains
that we exercise it rightly, and aleo to use
all possible iotlaences that we possess to the
end that those viswa which we may entertain
with regard to political matters may be
eucceseful and that our fellow-citizens may
support those views of public pulicy which are
in the intervsts of the country., I know that
yeu, gentlemen, have been inveetigating these
mstters and that you have come to a right
conclusion with reference to them (hear
hear and cheers), and I look forward with
hope to the services which you may hereafter
render to the country. We are now mould-
ing tho character of this conntry. Its futare
in allreepects largely depends upon what our
young men, a8 well as every one else, may do
now, and I bave no doubt that good eervice
will ba render d by you in the future as it
Lag been rendered by you now intha sapport
which you are giving to wy friend, Mr.
Gibzon, (Loud checring )

THE PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH

The Cirainxax—1 will now call upon the
gentleman who for seven years has so ably
#t00d ut the head of the Government of our
Province of Ontario, and whose record in
connsction with our city has aleo been o
pleasing and eatisfactory. I now introduce
the Hon, Mr. Mowat, the Premier, who wiil
address you. (Eothusiastic and long con-
tinued cheering.)

Upon coming forward Mr. Mowar was re-
ocived by a storm of choers sgain and agaia
renewed. Silenee having baen obtained, he
said : Mc. Chatrman and Gentisman,—! havo
great pleasura in having this opportunity
wllorded me of addreseing ths electors of the
City of Hamiltoun. It is now upwardsa of
twenty years sincse I had previously an
oprortunity of shie kind. During that period
very imporiant political events have taken
pleca. 1 do not propote upon this oceasion
to truco the history of those events, nor do 1
propose piving anything like en exhaustive
slalemint 1 relercnes to those matters,
which ara not now of publie i 1tercet. I have
boen epesking froquently during the lsst two
daye, end havo now a phyeicel ditiiculty in
ednnection with my voice, which will pre-
vent me, I wm afraid, oceupying your
tine 88 Josg w8 I would  dewire
or relerr.ng to w numaber of matters of which
I would bs piad to spenk.  Being sppreben
sive that I may not be wble o epeak on all
the eubjec 8 on which I would like to touch,
1 therelore purpess takiog up a few of them
ad they mey cecur to my miund. There has
juet Leen read in your Learing an address
presented to me by the Young Men's

Libsral ~ Ciub of  Hawilton, That
wddress  cxprezecs  coufidence in  the
Minietry of which I wm the head,

and the electors of Ontario ere abous to pro-
nounce their opinion as to whethor that
confidence is entertained by them at large.

MR, MOWAT'S ADMINISTRATION OF AFFAIRS.
In order to form a judgment aa to whether
the people ought to bave confidence in us,
we have to consider what we have been doiuy
during the last reven yeara snd whet we have
owitted to do--what reneon there may be
why thia confidence should be continued in
ue, and what reason thera may be why it
sbouid be withheld from us.  Perbapa it
would be enough to consider the churges
which our opponents mnko againet ue, and
tue reasons whicu they offer to the peopls
why the ecnfidence which has been repoecd
in us for the laet e¢ight years should now
be withdrawn,

Al this point a (uestion wae asked by a

person in the outskirts of the crowd, but it
was inaudible to those on the platform.

Mr. Mowar—I have no objection to an-
swer any question that may be put tome, if I
am fortunats enough to hear it. Some ques-
tions have just now being asked which I have
not heard, but I will do my best to make my
etatement without the aesistance of questions
when I cannot hear them, (Applause and
laughter.) The great reason  which
is urged, why the people of Ontario
should withdraw their oconfidenco from
us on this ocession is, that on the 17th of
September last, the majority of them declared
in favor of what is called

THE ‘' NATIONAL POLICY,"”

(bear, hear, and cheers), and it is urged that,
having expressed that opinion then, they
should vote againet us mow. I accept the
compliment which is paid to the present
Government in urging this as the prime
reason why the confidence of the people
should be withdrawn from us, because it
shows that our opponents feel that they
bave no eolid ground on which to
objeet to the present Government.
(Loud ana prolonged cheering) This showe
that on wll matters which ought to be
taken into account, that they aro very weak
and they are afraid that the people will see
and feel and pronounce that they are weak.
Therefore it is that they ask you to bring in
an element which ought not to be introduced
here, and whici ought to have no bearing on
the matter which you are mow about to
decide. (Hear, near) The question of a
* National  Poliey ” is one  with
which the Provincial Legielature and
the Provincial Government has nothing
to do, and which they cannot
influence in the elightest degree ; and when
you are asked to be influenced in casting
your vote against us by something with
which we have nothing to do and which we
cannot affect in avy way, it is quite plain
that thoge who depsnd upon this means of
obtaining support feel that there is no great
reason why you should give the vote which
they desire you to record. (Loud cheers.)
We have no jurisdiction whatever over the
teriff, We can neither put on ner take off
dutics. We cannot interfere in any way with
the asticn of the Dominion Government nor
with the action of the Dominion Parliament

upon that eubject. The Government at
Oitawa has a  mejority of two
or three to ome, and if they cannot

carry ous their policy by such a masjority,
without any help from the Oatario Govern-
ment, they must be a rotten Government
indeed. (Roars of laughter and loud cheerz.)
The Dominion Government, as I have eaid,
has a majority of from two or three to one in
the House of Commons et Ottawa. They
have a large majority from every provinee but
one in the Dominion and they have that

MAJORITY SECURE FOR FIVE YFARS,
If with all that advantage, il with the ad-
vantage of that enormoas superiority in
numbera ia the House of Commons—n
superiority eecured for five years- the
¢ Natiocal Policy " would ba endangered by
the Ontario Government not being in political
accord with she Adwinistration at Otiawe,
then there must be certainly something very
wrong either about the Government st Otta
wa or about the ** Natienal Poliey.” (Laugh-
ter and cheers )

CANADIAN AND PROVINCIAL 1S3UES

The franchize is very valuabla, It is that
upon which our freedom resta ; bat it cught
to bo exercieed, and to be & thiog really
valuable, it muet ba exercized intelligently.
(Hear, hear) Now, under our complicated
syetem of government, we have iseues of one
kind to cousider and to irfluenee our votes
when we Lave & Dowminion clestion at hand,
and we have other iseuen entirely diff-rent
when we are cn the eve of a Provincial elee
tion. Il wo have been doing our duty aa
Provineial Miuiaters, if our legislstion bas

been right, il cur sdmivistration of
public aifaira lLas been just and
proper, them it is for the people

of this province to declare their continned
confidence in ue, even though we may differ
from some of them with refererces to quee-
tione over which the Dominion Government
alone has juriediction, ard with which we
Lave pothing to do. But,whiie it ia perfectly
absurd to eay that you ehould be influenced
in your miuda by having voted againat the
Raform party on the 17th of September,there
1 jues now
A VERY IMPORTANT REASON

why the Provincial Government ehould not
belung to the eame political party e

the Governmers at  Ottawa, (Hear,
hear.) There nre reascnsa in which
all of you are ioterested —whether

you are Conservatives or R:formers. Our
syetem implies that there may be and ought
to be friendly cflicial relations between the
Dominion and Provineisl Governments,
though they may not beleng to the same
party, Wnd our experienca Litherto has been
that euch relations may exist. When we
have bad a Domiznion Goverzment of the
Coneertative party, 1found no'diflicalty in
maintaining proper ctlicial relations with
them, When Mr, Blake and Mr. Maekerzi»
were in power at Ottawa, therewere provivees
ia which tueir party was notin control f
public sffwire, but there was no diflicalty
experispesd by them in  maiotaining
friendly cflicial relations with the latter, If
all the provinces of the Dominion
should nlways by i we  hands
of tho eame jarly as was  supreme
in Dowinion  polities, then I would
despair of thoe success of our federul kystem,
(Hear, isar ) lewas framed and constituted
upon the assumption that our Domirion
matters were one thing and ocur Provineial
matters anotber, and that there was no
reacon und no necoerity why both hould be
adwivistered by the same pariy. 1 have said,
however, that whatever mway ba the general
rule, aud even suppoging that it were not so
clear as 1 have stated avd as it rcally is,
there ie at this moment

A EPECIAL REAEON

why all tho people of thia conntry, Conserva-
tives and leformers nlike, should reeognize
the importance of the Government at Toron-
to having nothing to do with the political
ecnsiderations which may influence the Gov.
ernment at Ottawa, We have lately had an
important award made, which affecta us
more largely than perhaps any other transac-
tion which we are likely to have for many
yoars to come. 'I'ho extent of our territory is
n matter which has long bLeen in digpute.
Some of the queetions involved in it have
been in controversy for a century or
two. It has been reserved, however, for the
present Government of Ontario to deal finally
with this queetion, wiich has been compli-
ented and long the subject of dispute. We
have deslt with it by having aa acbitration
appointed to consider it and by making an
exhaustive collection of a vast body of
materials necessary $0 be examined in order

to ascortain what the extent of our territory
reully is. Finally, we have obtained an award
by which the territory over which we have
been previously = ezercieing jurisdiotion
bas been increased by the addition of
another territory just as large. (Cheers.)
80 that, by means of this award, we have
now an adjudicated right to twice the terri-
tory whizh we had when the Reform Govern-
ment came into power. (Renewed cheering.)
This province ol ours in which we live, in
which ail our intercsts lie, to which we are
all etrongly attached, and for which we bave
such glorions Lopes in the future, is now
larger in exient than Great Britain and Ire.
land. It ia nearly as large as the whole
Republic of Franes, and it is capable
of bearing and maintaining in comfort as
large a population as either of these lands
osn do. (Applsuse.) Buch o territory is
not to be thrown away and it ie

NOT TO BE TAEEN FROM U3

either against our will. (Loud cheers.) The
award which gave it to us was made by arbi.
trators of the greateet ability and of the
highest character. This award secured to us
no more then our righte, and perhaps not all
that we wera sirictly entitled to; but, at ell
evente, it gave us all that our people
desire, and us large a territory as
we can usefully poseess. In order toconfirm
tuis result, however, legislation was needed
by ycur own Legisluture at Toronto, and by
the Parliament at Ottawa. We did legislate
in this direction laet session. We accepted
the award. We passed the necessary law to
confirm it, but tne Government at Ottawa
has failed to do its duty in the matter, ard
bas neglected to recognize this award. It
has mnot recognized this result cither
by paseing the mnecessary Act to con-
firm it or by w letter, or by
a word, intimating that intended
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WE GAVE YOU THE INCOME FRANCHISE,

A few object to that. But whilet our friends
are satistied with it, a very large number of
our opponents equally approve of this fran-
chise. We have not taken away irom anybody
the right of voting which he possessed before,
but we have added to the electorate a consid-
erable number of persons who before had no
votes. Our measure for that purpose was
opposed by the Conservatives, but it was
ocarried in spite of them, and now they declare
that it has worked to their advantage and to
our dieadvantage. Assuming that to be a fact,
you will find in this circumstance another
illustration of how fairly we have acted, of
how little we have thought of party advan-
tage when we were advising measures for
promoting the gemeral good, and for doing
Justice to the various classes of the com-
munity. (Cheers.) A few olject to what is
called

TEE FARMERS' EONS' FRANCHIEE,

but there, also, the Consorvalives claim that
they have gained a greater advaniage than
we have, Our reascn for granting this
franchise was because we thought that it
ought, in juetice, to be given. You will
obeerve thut it is not every farmer's ron who
Lue the fravchise bestowed upon him under
our Act, but only those eons who are living
with their fatbers and aseieting them in the
management of the farma, and who are
practically, though not legally, their partners,
This affecied a class of persons whose names
were conetantly found under the old system
upon the asseesment rolls and on the voters’
lisie, though they had no right to be there.
Public sentiment was strong that young men
e0 situated ought to have votes; some of
them wera voting in epite of the law, They
were attached to the country, they had an
interest in the eoil, they were contemplating
1.

to the loes
, Go!) Are

to doeo., Aro we goingto su
of that territory ? (Voices—N.
we to beve it taken from us?gAre we to
eabmit to any Goverduent reldiog to give
effect to the rights of Onterio in regard to

this very important matter ? (Cheers) Why |

perm tr here. They were well
educated, they were intelligent pereons, and
there did seem to be no suflicient reason why
the public sentiment on that subject shonld
not be 8o far consulted that we should make
legal what had been done before illegally.
Now, we thereby added a considerable num-

wasg not this matterdizposed of last session | ber of names to the votera’ liets. The income
by the Dominion Administration ? Why | franchize did not bemefit the country at

huve they uot distinetly rccognized our right | g1j,

Seldom or ever was there found anybody

to the territory which the arbitrators huve | who was ontitied to vote on the ground of

given to na?
1 EN.W OF NO REASON,

income franchise in the townshipa, There
were not many in the villages, but there were

I have Loard no suggestion of a reason ; mo | fome in the towns and more in the cities.

reagon can be suggested in this relation—un-
lees it iz a politieal remson wund political
pecesrity. Theinfluences of other provinoes,
the influznes in scme way or other of other
provinees which may have an absurd jealousy
of the power which such a large territorymight
bestow on the Province of Outario in the
fature, may have led to this want of action.
It is, therefore, of the utmost importance
that you ghou!d Lave a Governmint at
Toronto that wili not be ipflusncsd by the
eame political considerations as the Govern-
ment at Ottawa. (Prolonged cheering ) You
need in the interest of your own provinee,
whether Conservativea «r Reformaers, tH
have a

GOLVERNMEST WIH'CH WILLINSIET CN THE RIGHTS
OF ONTARIO

baing reepecied and preserved intact what-
ever polisieal reasons another Government
may have found for refusing to give effect to
them, So far, therefore, ut tuie moment
from thera being sny reacon whatever why
the two Governmento should be in ** political
accord,” there i3 ilie strongest reason—there
is a eirooger reason probably than ever
agnin raay exist—why you should havea Gov
ernment at Torouto that ia not 1a ** politieal
accord” with the Admmistratign at Oitawa.
(Hear, hear, and cheere ) Now that ebsurd
poeiticn thus the two Goveromsnts ought to
bo in ** polivical accord” is the chief argu-
ment nsed with marvy electera to induce
them to vote against na upon tuis oececasion.
Bat when you examine into the matter you
find that the reason is entirely tae other way.
We ehould have many Coneervatives, not
otherwise with us, joining us on patriotic
grounds upon Lbis particniar occazion. (Hear,
hear) Now we have had the oon-
fidence of the peopla of Ontario for the last
seven or eight veare. How is it we have had this
confidencs ? What has led to our receiving
this confidence in the marked way in which
it has been bestowed “pon us ? I apprebend
thas it Lss been owing to various causer,
and perhaps to none more than to this--that
our people recognize in cur legislation snd
administration of affairs that

WE IIAVE BEEN A PAIR GOVERKMENT ;

that we have been fair to all locali-
tios (hear, hear, acd rounds of ap-
plausge), to all partice, and to all creeds
and claeees too. (Renewed cheering )
Though we have had, under our eystem, to
rely upon the support of one party, yet we
bave striven emnestly in all thst we have
done—whether in legislation, 1a the adminis-
tration of public affaire, in dieyosing cf grost
questions which our predeecssora wers unable
to dispose of, aed which they 1Mt to us

to sottle, and wleo in the mansgement
of the fluanoes of the counutry —
to take tho greateet poseible care  to

bonefit our political opponents just as wmuch
ad our politicel friends.  (Hear, hear and
applause ) Accordingly our laws have bsen
doing justica exsctly as much to the ungrate.
ful Coneervatives as to our friends, the
Reformers. (Laugbter and eheers.) We have
for the last geven or eight yrars been doing
good to theso Conscrvatives

IN (PITE OF THEM4ELVES
(cenewed Jaughter), and wo pie going 4o eon-
iinne 4o do shem good 1 spite of thomevives
for four years mcre. (Lous ebeerivg and
laughter.) In our laws we have cecupied the
whole fleld of legislative jurediotion wiich
belongs to the provicce., Wao have puwsd
laws reforming your manicipal iustitutions
and your educationsl iustituticus.  We have
reformed the laws relative t) property and

civil rights., We have refurmed the
laws  rolating t the  ndwninistra.
tion of justica and  every other

subject over which wa had aay power, and
wo have done this g0 eflectually, so carefully
and 50 succesefully that whilst we have
passed hundreds of Acte, eribracing every
variety of important subjocts, there 18 hardly
one c¢f them which has mo' received the
approbation—1I do not eay of gur own friends
morely, I do not eay of the tasjarity of the
people merely, but the approbation--of the
whole of the people in overy part of the
province and belcnging to Al parties vnd
classes. (Loud applansge.) I! there is an
Act or two in thie numbur of importunt
#tatutes to which oceacional objcotion is
taken hero or there, it is of & very limited
kind ; even our politieal opponents are not

nunited in objecting to any of them,
What are they? O! all  the vast
numnber of laws that have Dboen

paseed and of which you &re now enjoying
the benetit, what are those to which any
objection whatever is made ?

I

The farmers’ franchise was a subsequent Act,
and in it we made provieion for thas class of
persons to whom it referred in the rural parts
of the country. This again was a measure,
which,while our friends generally approved of
it, our opponents are by no means united in
objecting to it. On the contrary, I have no
doubt that if on the point yon could poil the
Conesrvatives of the country, you would find
that a very small proportion indeed would ob-
jeet to the farmera’ sona haviog the franchise
with the restriction under the circumstances
for which our Act provided, and this there.
fore is another illustration of how fairly we
have acted even in the most delicate parts of
the legislation with which we have had to do.

THE GENERAL INCORPORATION ACT.

We aleo, Rwougst » wmuivitucde ui Acle,
which we have paesed for the purpose of
promoting the welfare of the country, and
the well-being of its pecple, have passed a
General Incorporation Act, nnder which auy
one, any number of persons may becowe
incorporated for sny purpoee that is
not illegal. There has been one
misapplication of that Act. An attempt has
been made to render it the means of fasten-
ivg etrong odium upon mysell and my col-
lengues, We passed this measure to make
private Acts of Parliament for the incorpora-
tion of epecial bodies thereafter unneceseary.
(Hear, hear.) Thero were great advantages
attendant upon thie course. A charter to
incorporate under our General Act may be
obtained at any time. You do not have to
wait until Parliament meets for the purpose.
1t is secured by a very simple process which
requires no lawyer's assistance and the
whole expenee of it iz, I believe, about ten
cents for fyling the documont. (Laughter.)
The machinery is as simple a8 it wae poesi-
ble for one to devize, so that there 18 no
difficulty 10 the way of gecuring inzorpora.
tion under its provigions,

TOE ORANGE BoODY.

Thero is a very important body in this
country, whose leaders have eudeavored to
coavines them that it is un unjast thing that
they rhould not obtain incorporation by a
Special Act of Parlisument instead of becom-
ing incorporated under this General Act.
Well, we were bound to object to any spacial
Acts after passing our General Acs, or other-
wise the General Act would be comparatively
useless. Its effect has been that we have had
from forty to tifty lees statutes passed every
seesion, than, but for this law, we would
have had, and very important public bodies
bave from time to time been incorporated
under the general laws which now exist for
this purpose. I am sure that the Orangemen
would not deeire to bs in a different position
to others if their leadcrs were not misleading
them about this mstter. (llear, hear) 1
have no doubt that they ancy—they Lave
not the slightest gronnd fur such & favey—
that they are unjustly trested in this matter;
while the fact is that no injustice ig done them
at all. This their leaders know ; but tuey
have political reasone for persuading the
members of the body that they are treated
upjustly, and in conseguence of this attewupt
they have fastoned odium on the present
Government in connection with this subject,

A Voice—Wey did you voto for it ?

Mr. Mowar—1 will Just answer that ques-
tion, beeause it shows tho eort cof taik by
which friends like our friend who has just
spoken have boen misled in regard to this
very matter. 1 voted for the incorporation
of Orangemen when there wag no goneral
Act under which they could ba incorporated.
(Bnthusisstic cheers) Whether nght or
wrong, 1 did not see why Orangemen should
not Lave the andvaptage of incorporation,
and if tho laws of the country enabled that to
be done in no other way tban by a epecial
Act of Parliament, then, whother I wae
right or wrong, 1 thonght that the
Orepgemen  eshould  have & epacial
Act for the purpose, and 1 voted for it ae-
cordingly. Wo all know the excitement
which always arose when gn attempt was
wmade to pass o Lill of thia kind, The rame
excitemens prevailed in the old Province of
Canada, when I wes o member of its Parlia.
ment, whenever the subjoet was brought up,
and it was most deeirable therefors that in
corporation, when obiained, should be
secured in such o way na would not involve
this excitement, and as might be regarded
without hostile feelinge by any clags ot the
community, When a goneral Act was passed
with that view, and which enabled this to be
done, then there wag no longer oven a justi
fication for passing a private Act for the
purpose. We have therefore since opposed
the passage of a private Act for the incorpo.

ration of the body just as we would oppose
private Acts for the incorporation of every
other body, which can be as well incorporated
under the General Act. That is my answer
to my friend. (Loud cheers,)

THE SEPARATE ECHOOL ACT,

A Voice—What about the
Schools ?

Mr. Mowar—Well, I may here say eome-
thing on thissubject since my friend is so
very importunate and #o very anxious for
information. Idare eay that he is going to
become a Reformer and only wants a good
reason for becoming one. (Laughter) Ican
easily give him an answer, If all he desires is
to make himeell right and to have good
reasons for becoming right, I can very essily
furnish this reason. (Hear, hear and laugh-
ter) Wo have made some amendments in
the Separate SBchool Jaw—into which we have
introduced some reforms—which were not
objected to by the leaders of my friend and
his associates in the House of Parliament
ai the time. Our amendments to
which, I suppose, he makes some
objection, were amendments to which his own
leaders dare not object, and did mot object
when the Bill was before the House. (Cheers.)
Surely he must see that there cannot be any
very great objection to provisions to which
his own leaders on the floor of the House
made no objection, (Applause.)

Separate

CHARITABLE GRANTS,

I have been illustrating how fairly in all
respects we have acted towards all parties and
clasges and creeds. Let me mention another
illustration of the eame thing. It has been
customary, for many yearas before Confedera.
tion and eince Confederation, to make granta
to hospitals and charities out of the public
fande, but there was no principle on which
these grants were distributed. There was
always a pressure for grant: to new bodies,
which had not previonsly been receiving
such public sid, There was always
o pressure likewise brought to bear
for the increase of grants which had been
previously bestowed. Well, wo paseed a
general Act upon that subject, a8 wo paseed
a general Act in regard to ineorporations,
because these general Acts are always safer
than particular Acts. (Hear, hear.) They
are apt to be far better considered, and there
is apt to be far less wrong in them than
sometimes these special Acts contain. Now,
to illustrate this remark, let me go back
again for a moment to the mattor of the
Orange Bille. The Orange Bill, as first
introduced, contained a provizion for the
vesting of the whole property of all the
lodges of the whole country in the Grand
Lodge. I did think this was

A MOST OBJECTIONAPLE THING,

I did think—though I did not feel it to be
my duty to oppess the Bill on that ground
when no general incorporating Act
was in  existence — that  this was
very objectionable. 1 thought that the
leaders of the Orange body were misleading
their followers and inducing them to insiet
upon that which they did not naderstand, or
they would not themeelves have supported
this line of action after my iill providing for
1*the incorporation of the individual lodges
was enacted, and that each lodge might hold
1ts own property. The general Bill was there-
fore a far better Bill than the one which was
introduced by the Orange leaders, and this
Bill ought to have given far greater satisfac-
tion to the individual lodges—when they
come to understand it—than even the private
and special Bili which they were asking the
House to pase. This wes aleo the case with
regard to the charities. ‘e were anxious to
find some principle on which new bodies
should be added to those which were in re-
ceipt of grants and upon which there ehould
be increases made, when reason for such in-
crease existed. Oar Act made provision for
this purpose, and from that time we have
increased no grant to hospitals or charities
except in the proporiion of the amount of
good done. (Cheere.) We have laid down
certain rules to enable us to judge
of the amount  of work done
and for providing for the inspection of these
bodies with that view. I know that privately
—not 60 much pablicly as privately—we have
been maligned because of this Act, inasmuch
as hitherto it has happened that the larger
smount of the incrense has gone to one

denominations, It #o happons that we have
had a larger increase of work accomplished
in their institutions tLan has been done in
Protestant institutions, therefors we have
been told that we ere a priest ridden Govern-

very good law.

Bat we have acted fairly in
this matter too.

We have acted
WITHOUT REFERENCE TO CREED OB TO CLLS3

shows that it has been doirg more work it
geta a larger grant, while if a Catnolic insti-
tution ehows that it has been doing more
work it reccives a larger grant (cheers),
and I misunderatand the epirit of our people of
all creeds and all clasees if they will not
recognizo the justice of the principle which
weo bave thus laid down, and on which we
are acting, provided that they are
made to understand the real echaracter
of ythis ‘measure. ‘I'bey must be misled
a8 to the course which we are taking, when
they find in that couree anything to con-
demn, Indeed so fairly have we been acting,
and 80 entirely are we without reproach on
the ground of unfairnees or partiality, that I
myself am charged in Toronto with being an
enemy of the very city in which L live, in
which nearly all my property is, and with
which all my private interests are bound up.
Of course 1 have not bLeen an enemy to the
city., I have been as true to Toronto asto
Hamilton and every part of the country,
whether east or wess, north or south, (Loud
cheere.) DBut because I have not done more
for Toronto than I ought to hava done, be-
cause I have not been unfair to the
rest of the country, my opponenta now
are trying to make the people of
Toronto bolieve that I have sctually been
bostile to that city. I think that I do not
need clearer evidence to lay before the psople
of the whole community of the absoiute
fairness of the Government with whioh I
have been connected than to show that we
have 50 acted as to make it possible for the
eloctors of tho city in which I live and where
my property is to havae an argument of that
kind addreesed to them a8 a reazon why I
should be defeated thera on tho Hth of June
next. (Ronewed cheering.) 1 need not
recount here the good things which Toronto
has received from the Government, but 1
may remind you that

WE TIAVE RECOGNIZED THE CLAIMA OF HAM

ILTON

(applause) —just ns we recognized the claims
ot every other part of the community having
olaims upon our consideration and have given
due effect to them, We have recognized the

denomination of our people than to other |

ment because of this accidental result of a |

in the matter, andif a Protestant institntion {

importance of this city of yours; we recog-
nize its importance from ite convenient local-
ity, from ite magnificent harbor, and espe-
cially from the extraordinary enterprise and
public spirit and energy and business ability
which its people have always displayed.
(applause ) How has our recognition mani.
fested iteelf? Not by anything which I
cannot defend everywhere—not by anything
which 1 cannot defend either in Oitawa,
or in Toronto, or in Barnia. But still
by very important advantages, which a less
fair Government might not have conferred
upon you. (Hear, hear.) We have had for ex.
ample but $wo institutions erected ia
our time. One of these was the Normal
School at Ottaws, and the other was
the Lunatic Asylam here. Therefore,
we gave you ome of the only two in-
stitutione whiob were bnilt in onr time.
We have asked the Legislature to sanction
our building hers in Hamilton. (Cheers.)
You know well that you are interested in
railroads which run through various parts of
the country to Hami'ton, but what are really
Hamilton roads, because it is your people
who have projected them ; your people that
have advocated them, and to your péople
altogether  that  their existence is
owing, and you know how much these
roads of yours, from which you are
going to derive a large prosperity,from which
you are deriving great advantage at tke
present moment, have been aided by the
Government, and Low large the sums are
which we bave granted from the Provincial
Treasury for this purpose. (Cheers.) Alto.
gether it is

NOT MUCH LE&S I'EAR $1,500,000

which we have given to these works, in which
Hamilton is epecially interested. (Renewed
cheering.) Now, I merely allude to this
matter for the purpose of further illustrating
the fact that in all our acts, whether legal or
administrative, we have done just what was
right. We have not given you more than
you ouzht to have; bnt we bave given you all
that you should have, and that is more than
any of our predecessors did, (Hear, hear,
and cheerz.)

THE EURPLUS.

®
A Yorcz—What about the surpius *

Mr. Mowar—I think that I hear some
discontented friend amonget you calling out
—'*The surplus.” Now there is no illustra.
tion that I could give which furnishes you
more clear proof of what I have been point-
ing out than the very way in which we have
dietributed the eurplus; becanse we did so
on principles that were to apply everywhere.
In proportion to the population of every
municipality was to be the proportion of
the eurplus that the municipality was to
receive ; and acoordingly we have given in
the same proportion to the Tory municipali-
ties and to the Reform municipalities, (hear,
hear and laughter)—to those who politically
did not deserve anything of us and to those
who politically deserved everything of us.
(Laughter and applause.) Early in the
present controversy, having referemce to
the general election, it used to be
said that the Government of Ontario ought
0os W by cvusinued iu vilive bevause tuey
were incapable men, and that they were not
equal to the duties which belonged to the
oflices they held. We have not heard much
of this lately. (A laugh) A very little dis-
cussion has made this statement appear so
very absurd that even our absurdest oppo-
nents hardly over venture on it now, because
it was found that during our term of office
we Lad to deal with several very important
matters which ought to have been esettled
‘ previously, which

| OUR PREDECEJSORS WERE AFRAID CR WERE
UNABLE

! to grapple with, snd thet we had disposed
satisfactorily and in the public interest with
every one of them. The Boundary Question
is one of them, and there mever
| was & more d.flicult matter than that
| before the Government, and very probably
there never egain will bo. We disposed of it
in a way so satisfactory tbat the Dominion
Government, in the interests of the other
| provinces, seems unwilling to give efféct to
|15, We alao disposed, satisfactorily to all
| parties und to every portion of the province,
| of that great grievance which arose from
Municipal Loan Fund debts— (hear, hear)—
| which was a grievance twenty tive years old,
which wae increasing every year and which
our opponente ought to have disposed of long
before our time, but whiech they did not
dispose o! —which they were unable or afraid
to dispose of. (Uear, hear.) It was left for
a Roform Government to settle this matter
and we did it satiefactorily. 8o I might go
on and point out to you the various im-
portant Acts of legislation which we
' have pazeed, and a good deal of
what ought to have been anticipated long
#go. Much of this was to eupply wants
| which our people had long ago felt, but those
who preceded ua cither did not eee the evil or
they did not see the remedy. They were
either Leedloss as to providing the necessary
remedy or were incapable of doing it. 1
could go on and give you numerous instances
of the reforms which we have bronght about,
but you kuow eomething ot them. The dis-
cusgion of the absurd charge which I have
mentioned has, as [ have already stated, bsen
lately abacdoned, and the people of this
country are pretty well satisfied that what.
ever the capacity of the present Government
may or may not be, at all events there is not
the slightest reason for supposing that equal
capacity exists on the Opposition benches,
(Laughing and oheers.)

OUR FINAKCES,

I feel myself unable to proceed much
lenger, and yet I want to eay something to
you with regard to our finances, because at
tho present time, apart from the absurd
ground given for voting againet us, owing to
the * National Policy,” the great charge
levelled against us is that we have mot pro.
perly managed the expenditure, and that we
have been employing the public money in an
extravagant way. I dispute the pretension
wholly and absolutely. I say that we have
been employing the public money rightly,
(Cheers ) Wo have expended the whole of it,
of which we have mads use, in the public
interest, and we have been employing it ail
economically, Those who attack us in this
matter are in the habit of pointing oat how
much money has been employed each year
| eiuce  the Reformm  Government cams
iuto  oflice, and how much public
| moncy waa expended when Sandfield Mac.
donald was Premier, but them you will
easily k00 upon o little retlection how absurd
that 14, uuless they go on and show what we
bave been employing the money for. (Hear,
bhear )  We have a reserve of two and a half
millions of doilars. That was & surplus
accummulated by Sandfield Macdonald, of
from $4,000,000 to $5,000,000, But we conld
ueefully employ in this country and for the




