
AMONG THE INDIANS. 291

ing these high grounds, you distinctly perceive

the commencement of the piney region, beginning

, at the height of sixty or seventy feet, and extend-

ing to the top. The soil in these narrow valleys

is thin and full of stones. The next day, which

was stormy, they reached a branch of the liayau

de Saline, which stretches towards the Arkansas

and empties into the Washila many leagues below,

having gone above twelve miles. Tlie mountains

they had passed being of the primitive kind, which

seldom produce metals, and having hitherto seen

nothing of a mineral kind, a little poor iron ore

excepted, and the face of the country, as far as

they could see, presenting the same aspect, they

returned to the camp and the hot springs, on the

evening of the 30th, by another route, in which

they met with nothing worthy notice.

In consequence of the rains which had fallen,

Mr. Dunbar, and those who were transporting the

baggage to the river camp, found the road watery.

The soil on the flat lands, under the stratum of ve-

getable mould, is yellowish, and consists of decom-

posed schistns, of which there arc immense beds

in every stage of dissolution, from the hard stone

recently uncovered and partially decomposed, to

the yellow and apparently homogeneous earth. The

covering of vegetable earth between the hills and

the river is, in most places, sufficiently thick to

constitute a good soil, being from four to six

inches ; and it is the opinion of the people upon the

Washita, that wheat will grow here to great per'

fection. Although the higher hills, three hundred
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