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more than 1200 miles. Could we only be certain that

Hearae and Mackenzie actually arrived at the shore of

the Northern Ocean, the existence of a passage would
amount nearly to a certainty. The solution of this im-

portant problem is the business of three months out and
home. The space to be examined, at the very utmost,

is from the 67th to the 7 1st parallels, or 4° of lati-

tude ! ! If the continent of America shall be found to

terminate, as is most likely, about the 70° of latitude, or

even below it, we have little doubt of a/ree and practi-

cable passage round it, for seven or eight months in every

year ; and we are much mistaken if the North-west Com-
pany would not derive immediate and incalculable ad-

Tantagea from a passage of three months to their estab-

lishments on Columbia river, instead of the circuitous

voyage of six or seven months round Cape Horn ; to

isay nothing of the benefit which might be derived from

takii^ their cargoes of furs and peltry for the China

mai^et at Mackenzie's and Copper-mine rivers, to wiiich

the northern Indians would be too happy to bring them,

if protected by European establishments at these, or

eth^ {daces, from their enemies the Esquimaux."

What flattering prospects are here held forth to the

North-westCompany of ** incalculable advantages,''and

to the " northern Indians" />f being made even " too

happy !
!" Nothing like a fear is expressed, of obstacles

to be met with and surmounted. On the contrary, all

is plain sailing through "a free and practicable passage

for seven or eight months in e\ery year." The
language of the foregoing extracts is calculated to raise,

not only the hopes, but the expectations of the public,

as high as those whi^h the writer himself no doubt in-

dulged in, as to the success of any future attempt ; pro-

vided it should be made where he recommends, near the
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