
V.

w HUDSON'S BAY TRADER.

1/^

'I

beaver, which they had collected during the

spring. These they were waiting to traffic with

a resident trader of the Hudson's Bay Com-

pany, who was stationed among them, and with

whom they were accustomed to deal. As it

happened, the trader was almost entirely desti-

tute of Indian goods; his spring supply not

having yet reached him. .;' ? '
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I. Captain Bonneville had secret intelligence

that the supplies were on the way, and would

soon arrive ; he hoped, however, by a prompt

move, to anticipate their arrival and secure the

market to himself. Throwing himself, there-

fore, among the Indians, he opened his packs

of merchandise, and displayed the most tempt-

ing wares ; bright cloths, and scarlet blankets,

and glittering ornaments, and every thing gay

and glorious in the eyes of warrior or

•U'squaw. ^- . « ' ^ . ,y

V All^ however, was in vain. The Hudson's
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