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oondition that the Americans (hould have a free''

commerce with Spain. Virginia and Maryland,

though they had nif j to fear from this emigra*

tion than the othui ftates, were oppofed to this

propo(ition» as derogatory to the honour of the

United States; and a majority of congreCs adopt-

ed the fentiment.

A degree of difBdence, which the inhabitants

of the weft have ihewn relative to the fecret dc«.

ftgns of congreia, has induced many people to

believe, that the union would not exift a long time

between the old and new ftates ; an4 this proba-

bility of a riipturt*, they fay, is ftrengihened by

ibme endeavours of the Englilh in Canada, to at-

tach the weftern fettlers to the Englifli govern-

ment.
But a number of reafons determine me to be-

lieve, that the prefent union will for ever fubfift.

A great part of the property of the weftern land

belongs to the people of the eaft; the uncea(ing

emigrations ferve perpetually to ftrengthen their

connections ; and as it is for the intereft both of
tJie eaft and weft, to open an extentive commerce
with South America, and to overleap the Miftif-

fippi ; they muft, and will, remain united for the

accompliihment of this objed.
The weftern inhabitants are convinced that

this navigation cannot remain a long time cloied.

They are determined to open it by good will, or

by force; and it would not be in the power of

congrcfs to moderate their ardour. Men, wlio aro

mafters of the Ohio and the Miftillippi, cnniiot

conceive that the infolence of a handful of Spa-
niards can think of fliutting rivers and Teas

a{;ainft a hundred tboufand free Americans. The
i\ will be fufticient to throw themgnteit quari
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