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The tbwa of Svat John, the capital, and indeed the onljr

cdlection of houses in the ishiad which can merit the titl^

of a town, in seated on the eMstern coast of the great soutfi-

eastern peninsula, on an eioelleBt hariKMir, with a lon|f and

narrow, but safe apd not dtflteult entrance, between roeky

precipices of enormous hdg^ on the northern side, and ^;

rugged m^tain on the southern. The town, which may
perhaps be in a state of io^Mrovement, has hitherto con-

sisted ofone street, narrow, mean-looking, and dirty, com-

posed chiefly of wooden houses, and extending all along one

side of the harboir The number of its bihabitauts fluctu-

ates and is uncertain. They are numerous in summer, but

few in winter. Placentia, situated on a bay of that name,

is small, but next to Saint John's in size and population.*

Many small islands lie around the coast of Newfoundland, of

whidi none appear to have permanent inhabitants, nor to

have been well described, except those which hare been

already mentioned, and probably very few can desenre a

particular description. They are doubtless in general rocky,

Ueak, and barren.

• Cha^l ;H«3re*s Brief Relation of the Newfoondlud ; WUtbeonie's

Dtocoone) ''f. of I9ewfoandUBd.
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