vi PREFACE.

through the medium of Zexas Siftings—a weekly illus-
trated journal costing $2 a year, and [sold by all news-
dealers in installments of 5 cents, payable wéekly.

We now feel somewhat relieved, although there is a
great deal in us yet that it will take years to get rid of.
This book contains a part of what we have succeeded
in enticing out of qurselves and publishing in dkxas
Siftings during the past year.

These Sketches are put in the form of a book, not so
much to enlighten, educate, and ennoble the human

race, as to put money in the pockets of
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