
IV I'uurAr r..

Ik'sidoH Uio curious iiitori'sl wljicli always pertains to in-

formation ('ont'trninLf tin* lowt-r grades (•!" our KjK'ciis, accurate

inlorniatioii ol' tiiis kind has iiuw conn- to have u deep phihw

sophical interest. It is part of the ^riind researcli into the

career of humanity upon earth—into the orii^^in, nature, and

course of ci\ ili/ation. Is tiu're a (U'linile and assure<l law of

progress in human affairs—a slow and "gradual ascent from the

lower to the hiirher V ami was that low condition of humaiiit\,

of which we have the prehistoric traces, and which is illustrated

hy the |»resent condition of savajjje racis, the start in;;-point of

this ascent V or was orimeval man a <levelo|>ed an<l superior

hein;^, wlio has ri'trotrrjidcd and dej^eiu-rated into tlie savaj^o

state? These are u;rave (juestions iu>w im|)ending in th'' world

of thouj^ht, and which are of ln<jjh practical interest; for, to

know the fundamental law of movenu'nt in humanity, is the pre-

recpiisite of all wise and successful nicasures of social anuliora-

tion.

It is from this point of view that the present work has its

hiujliest sii^nifu'ance. In <^iving us a detailed and trustworthy

statement of the mental and social condition of the lowest

tribes, it contributes indispensable data for conclusions respect-

in<^ the nature and <lestiny of man upon earth. In methodizing

these data, and siftini^ the multifarious evidence, so as to throw

the clearest light upon the art, relij;ion, morals, lan^ua^e, laws,

and social habits of the savaire races, the author has made a

valuable contribution toward the scientific treatment of the

arne(

portant department of research.

?d the thanks of all students in this im-
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