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That, in confequence of the above, I did receive

orders from their Lordfhip to attend the Vidualling

Board, to fix with them what quantity it would be
neceflary to allow each (hip according to the number
of men, and length of the voyage ; that, in confe-

quence of (uch their Lordlhip's orders, the Commif-
uoners of Vliftualling did make the following report.

Sir,

Vi£tualling Office, October 8, 1779*

We received your letter of the 20th of September
laft, inclodng a Memorial which the Right Honour-
able the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty had
received from Thomas Bridge, reprefcnting that he

had difcovcred a procefs for extrafting and reducing

the properties of the Spruce tree into an ElTence,

from which, with moloiTes, a wholefome Beer may be
made, which may be of great ufe in preventing the

Scurvy, anddefiring that it may be introduced into

the Navy ; and acquainting us of their Lordfhips

having direfted the Commiflioners for Sick and Hurt
to confider and report their opinion what may be

proper to be done thereupon'*, and they having in-

formed their Lordfhips that they are of opinion it

may be very properly introduced into the Navy in

fliips going long voyages or on long cruizes ; and as

the procels of fermentation can be carried on at Tea

in any climate, have propofed that the fimple ingre-

dients^ ihou Id be provided by our board, and de-

livered to the purfers as part of the vidtualling ftores ;

alfo fignifying their Lordfhips direftions to us, to

propofe what quantities of the faid ingredients it may
DC proper to fupply to a (hip of each clafs on the

fervices therein mentioned. Agreeable to their Lord-

fcips diredlions, we have made the following calcu-

- • lations


