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iiutliorit y of liis Cliiirch. Tlio ri<j[ht of the Clmrcli to

touch v\ith l)in(lin<; jiuthority may be disregarded, it

cannot he confuted. 'Ihe Clunch may he dei'ided,

she cannot he ijjnored ; she may he ])ersecnted; hut

she ciinnot, he concjucred. Weak cliildren may iiive

scandal; vain worhlly chiMren may fori^et lier teach-

ings ; false children, in the ])ri(h' of intelhn't, may seek
to minimize or explain away lier doLi^mas,— all this

has hiippiMUMJ in every a<j;e,—yet .^he, more unchanging
than any natural law and more nntiring, kee|)s on lier

way, exhortinj.;'. reproving,- rebnkin;^ ; a stnnd)iiii^-

block. indeed, to the self-sutlicient and worldly wise,

but lite and resurrection to men of " ^ood wid."

Not only is the Church a witness to (Jod's inter-

vention in the moral order, and a continual reminder
of his loving care for our souls, she is also set as a

testiuM ny against the overweening pride of matenal
strength. .No kingdom is so widesftreid as she;

non- has lived her years, or equalled her achieve-

ments, or surpassed her compiests. She has seen,

and will see a*.'ain, mighty em i ires that rejoued
an I CO: tided in horsemen, and (•hari(»t:., and armed
battalions, shattered and destroyed, whilst she,

d prived of all these, and <onfi(ling in the stiengih

of the Loid. has gone on, and will *i() on, conquering
and to conquer. Whether men realize it oi' n'>t, she

is a living testimony to the truth that mere "rwte

force, mere superiority of nnnd)ejs, in men, an<l ships,

and guns, and money, cannot avert natnnal disaster,

or ensure the perpetuity of a nation. The world has

not been given over to the lule of the strongest ; they

may triumph for a time, hut defeat i-evitably over-

takes them. All through the history of mankind cm
be traced the decadence and overthrow, in God's own
time, of material stren«jth.

< 'n you, Pearly Beh)ved, to whom it "has been


