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Railway wiii cost the people cf Canada
twe hundred million dollars-that in te
say that it vil invoive thern in a charge
for intereat cf six or seven millions or
possibly more, with the present price cf
money put it, say, seven millions a year,
il becomes our duty te see what value the
people cf Canada are likely te obtain for
their money, net directiy, but in the benefit
te the country through. vhich that ralroad
passes. I amn in the judgment cf my hion.
friend, and 1 think hie wil hardly dispute
my statement when I say that when you
are putting a railroad. cf that kind through
a country such as exista between Winnipeg
and the Bocky mountains, it is fair te
assume that something like twenty miles cf
country on either side of that road will
become availabie for settiement and almest
immnediately productive. That, I think, is
a minimum, because every eue knows that
a great transcontinental railroad like the
Grand Trunk Pacific viii provide itseif wxth
branches which wiii bring in other large
areas cf land. This bears largely on the
pclicy cf the goverument and on the nature
of the country, and is, te a great extent, the
-justification for the enterprise they have
engaged in. Suppose that I arn correct-sund
I think the estimate is net an unreasonabie
,one-that for a thousand miles, on either
aide, the land is cf good quality-and it is
aimental al goed country in that region-
and in made available for settlement sud
occupied in a reasonable lime, yen will
have «0000 square miles practically added
te the Dominion cf Canada. That is equal
te 25,000,000 acres. You wili have a charge,
ne deubt, of seven, perhaps eight millions
on your annual revenue. You vill have in
return, whatP You vill have 25,000,000
acres cf good land, or aimoat aIl goed land.
made available. At the tirne the hast census
vas taken, ' here were in ahi Ontario just
21,000,000 acres in the hande cf the people
cf the province, cf which 13,000,000 were
ixnproved sud 9,000,000 under crcp. I do
net lhink Ihat 1 arn very rnuch eut of the
way in saying that eut cf the 25,000,000
acres along the line cf the Grand Trunk
Pacific, something like 10,000,000 acres
would be speedily brought int active cul-
livation. According te the census returns
the 9,000,000 acres under crop in Ontario
returned about $196,000,000 a year, in-

cluding cattie products. We can afford
to stand a burden of seven or eight mil-
lions if we are able to point to a countryv
of 25,000,000 acres whereof 10,000,000 acres
should be producing iii the ratio that the
population of Ontario succeed in making
their land produce, and I may further
remark, and a very interesting and sugges-
tive fact it is, that at this present moment
t.here are in Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba a very much larger nuxnber of
acres under actual grain crop than there
are in Ontario, Quebec and ail the maritime
provinces put together. The plain truth of
the matter in this: It is not entirely due
te the enterprise even of the citizens of Cal-
gary, nor te my hon. frienda either, but the
fact in this, that the circuinstances iu open-
ing up sud developing a prairie country,
as we are doing now, are se favourable that
it is no bost, but a literai f act te say that
ten years there vil do the work of 100
years in the older provinces. It is a very
different thing indeed froin turning a popu-
lation into a thickly woodcd couutry vhere
they have te laborously, in the course of
half a life time, clear a few acres sud let
their children do tho reat, and turning
them on a rich and virgin prairie where
iu a year they will receive a return from
the crop they put in in spring. I repeat,
while tbis does not justify extravagance.
much lesa justify graft. that these are
mont pregnant and suggestive facts -sud
they go a long distanoe indeed te justify
a bold aud liberal policy on the part cf the
goverument in developing a country like
that, and producing such reaulta as T
think and hope will be produced, andI do
not think: my hon. friend viii be'disposed
himseif te deny that it is not an unreason-
able suggestion on my part, that within a
few years nme resuits as I have sketched
out may be expected te arise from the in-
creased settiement of the Northwest, parti-
culariy bearing in mind that the beat clas
cf settiers going in are by ne means dimin-

ishing, but are rather increasing in num-
bers as the returus inu the hands of the
Department 'cf Immigration show conclu-
sively.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I quite agree
with what my hon. friend says with refer-
ence te the prairie section, but it is net on


