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Points of Order

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, apparently
the municipalities are not lining up for this funding under the
infrastructure program. There must be something wrong with
the program.

Will the government now reverse its decision to add $2 billion
to the national debt for a program that is not working?

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (President of the Treasury Board
and Minister responsible for Infrastructure): Mr. Speaker, I
thank the hon. member for that supplementary question because
it gives me an opportunity to say that there is in fact very good
takeup of the funds. We have now reached the billion dollar
mark of the $6 billion program.

We well knew when we entered into this program and with the
province of Ontario established September 30 as the deadline
for the initial round of applications that not all would be taken
up in the initial round. It is a two-year program and we fully
expect there will be further allocations. We are committed to
providing the funds for 416. The member for Leeds-Grenville
in the House has had a lot to do ensuring that much needed
project gets going.

TRANSPORT

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg Transcona): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Transport and has to do with the
request that the Minister of Transport has received from the
United Transportation Union concerning the alarming number
of derailments that have taken place lately. The minister will
have received a letter from the UTU on that matter.
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In light of its concem and the concern expressed by a railway
carman about changing practices with respect to maintenance
and inspection of rolling stock, I wonder if he could tell us what
his response will be to this request.

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member brings a question of great interest to people
who work on the railways, people who travel on the railways,
people who ship goods on the railways. We have been through an
extremely difficult winter.

The incidents that have occurred have been investigated, as
the member would know, under the legislative and statutory
requirements. We expect to respond to it. Both railways have
indicated their very deep concerns about the number of incidents
that did occur.

I will make sure, in response to the member's request as well
as representations made by the unions and others, that we look
very carefully at the matter because it is of very serious
importance to anyone who understands what has taken place
through this very rigorous winter.

The Speaker: It seems we are going to have a rather full
afternoon. I have two questions of privilege which I will hear
now.

PRIVILEGE

COMMITrEE REPORTS

Mr. Jim Peterson (Willowdale): Mr. Speaker, I rise on a
question of privilege.

It is obvious that a first draft of a report to the finance
committee was leaked to the media. This leaking of a report
which had not been considered as of that moment by the
committee is a contempt toward the members of that committee
who have worked so hard for four months, holding over 60
sessions, hearing witnesses and deliberating.

This is a contempt to Parliament because if documents of this
nature cannot be respected, our Parliament cannot function in a
fair and equitable way for all members. I would ask that
whatever possible be done to get rid of this deliberate leaking of
documents in contempt of committees and in contempt of
Parliament.

The Speaker: Before going any further into the question of
privilege that the hon. member raises, perhaps it would be more
in keeping with the practice that we have had so far if the finance
committee were to look into the matter and report to the House
itself.

This ruling was made earlier by Speaker Jerome, and if the
hon. member would take that under advisement the Chair will
continue discussions with the hon. member.

I have a second question of privilege.

[Translation]

POINTS OF ORDER

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe-Bagot): Mr. Speaker,
during Question Period, the Minister of Finance, who is normal-
ly a gentleman concerned about fair play, hinted, probably
unintentionally, that I was the person who leaked the report on
the GST. This accusation is without foundation and I would ask
that it be withdrawn.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Develop-
ment-Quebec): Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that the hon.
member, who is the finance critic for the Bloc Quebecois, is an
honourable person and I respect him. When he says that he did
not leak this report, I believe him and, therefore, I withdraw my
remarks.
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