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Rhodesia as a whole, they would be free to
recommend any alternative method, including
a referendum, which in their view would
adequately test Rhodesian opinion.

32. The Meeting had before it a review of
the working of economic sanctions prepared
for it by the Commonwealth Sanctions Com-
mittee. The Meeting agreed that the compre-
hensive mandatory sanctions were having
some effect. It was important to strengthen
the enforcement of these and other pressures
on the illegal regime, and to intensify them
wherever possible, in order to bring about an
acceptable political settlement. Heads of Gov-
ernment therefore affirmed their support for
the Supervisory Committee of the United
Nations Security Council and for the Com-
monwealth Sanctions Committee, which they
requested to continue to keep the situation
under review.

33. Notwithstanding some differences of
opinion on method, Heads of Government
remained unanimous on the ultimate objec-
tives to be sought in Rhodesia. They were
more than ever resolved that, whatever the
time needed to reverse it, the seizure of
power by a small racial minority could be
neither recognised nor tolerated. Concerted
international action was being steadily built
up particularly through the United Nations
and the Commonwealth and Heads of Gov-
ernment pledged their continuing support for
all efforts to strengthen and extend this and
to continue to assist Rhodesian Africans in
preparing themselves to take their rightful
place in the Government and administration
of their country. The special problems
encountered by Botswana and Zambia arising
from the Rhodesia crisis were recognised.

34. The British Prime Minister undertook to

continue to consult Commonwealth members
on the issue of Rhodesia.

Southern Africa

35. The Meeting considered other problems
in Southern Africa. It reaffirmed the condem-
nation expressed at previous meetings of the
policy of apartheid of the South African Gov-
ernment—a policy totally abhorrent to world
opinion. It expressed serious concern at the
continued refusal of South Africa to accept its
international obligations in respect of the ter-
ritory of South West Africa.

36. The Meeting deeply regretted that Por-
tugal continued to deny the right of self-deter-
mination to the inhabitants of her colonial
territories in Africa and called on Portugal to
concede that right without delay. Some Heads

DEBATES January 20, 1969

of Government felt that the situation in
Southern Africa if continued, would endanger
peace and security and pointed to the threats
which they felt were posed to their countries
by the armed forces of South Africa and
Portugal.

Migration

36A. Informal discussions took place out-
side the meeting between some Common-
wealth countries on certain problems of
migration between those Commonwealth
countries. The Secretary-General was
requested by the countries engaged in these
discussions to examine in consultation with
representatives of those countries general
principles relating to short and long term
movement of people between their countries
and to consider the possibility of exploring
ways and means of studying this subject on a
continuing basis with a view to providing
relevant information to those Governments.

36B. The Prime Ministers re-affirmed the
declaration made in communiques of 1964 and
1965 that for all Commonwealth Governments
it should be an objective of policy to build in
each country a structure of society which
offers equal opportunity and non-discrimina-
tion for all its people, irrespective of race,
colour or creed. The Commonwealth should
be able to exercise constructive leadership in
the application of democratic principles in a
manner which will enable the people of each
country of different racial and cultural groups
to exist and develop as free and equal
citizens.

Economic Affairs

37. Heads of Government held a general
discussion on the world economic situation
and broadly reviewed recent developments
and trends. They agreed that the representa-
tive character of the Commonwealth and its
tradition of informed and sympathetic
interest in the problems of development make
it a most valuable forum for constructive dis-
cussion and a useful instrument for co-opera-
tive endeavour.

38. They noted that early last year, in New
Delhi during UNCTAD II, Commonwealth
Ministers had exchanged views on some of
the problems affecting trade and development
of member countries, and that more recently,
Commonwealth Finance Ministers at their
annual meeting held in London had a full
discussion of the world economic situation
with special reference to international mone-
tary problems, development and aid.



