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important northern resources. In addition, my Gov­
ernment will propose a Freshwater Fish Marketing 
Act, and intends to investigate immediately a num­
ber of methods for promoting greater efficiency in 
the production and marketing of grains, including 
the establishment of a National Grains Council. You 
will be asked to approve amendments to the Farm 
Improvement Loans Act, the Farm Credit Act, the 
Farm Machinery Syndicates Act, the Prairie Grain 
Advance Payments Act, and the Fisheries Improve­
ment Loans Act. You will be asked to consider a 
Canada Development Corporation Act. a Federal 
Cooperatives Act and an Export Development 
Corporation Act.

The growth of our population and the changes 
in the nature of our mobile urban and industrial 
society lend a new importance to conservation in 
its traditional sense. We have taken and are taking 
effective strides toward economic conservation 
through progressively better use of our resources 
to achieve a high and long-term productivity. We 
must also give new attention before it is too late 
to the preservation of our natural heritage for 
the enjoyment of Canadians of future generations. 
You will be asked to consider measures concerning 
National Parks and Historic Sites and Monuments. 
These and other facilities for the repose of the 
mind and restoration of the spirit, for sport, and 
for physical relaxation are and will be of in­
creasing importance to our social environment. They 
offer Canadians and to visitors to Canada the 
possibility of a quality of life richly satisfying and 
ever more difficult to come by in this and in 
other industrial countries. Of broader importance 
is the problem of pollution, which must receive 
increased attention from federal, provincial and 
municipal governments. My Ministers are actively 
engaged in preparing proposals on these subjects 
and, in due course, these will be brought before 
you for your examination.

The natural riches with which Canada is blessed 
must serve to remind us that we have a substantial 
responsibility and a great opportunity in matters 
of foreign aid. My Government intends to press 
forward its plans and programs for international 
cooperation and development which include the 
establishment in Canada of an International De­
velopment Centre.

In international affairs generally, my Ministers 
regard the current situation as uncertain and 
deeply disturbing. Talks are under way in Paris 
concerning Vietnam but so far negotiations have 
not advanced as we had hoped they might. The 
Government has followed with anxiety the attempts 
to promote a peaceful settlement in Nigeria and 
has participated actively in international efforts 
to relieve the sufferings of the civilian population. 
The situation in Czechoslovakia has also caused 
the gravest concern to the government, not only 
for its effects on the prospects of détente and 
future evolution within Communist countries, but 
also for its consequences for the freedom and 
well-being of the Czechoslovak people. For those 
of them who have to seek refuge in other countries, 
my Ministers have already taken steps to offer 
permanent homes in Canada.

The Government has undertaken and is pursuing 
a thorough review of our external and defence 
policies. Canada’s contribution to NATO, relations 
with Peking, with Latin America and with Europe
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are being studied currently. Reviews of our rela­
tions with other areas will be undertaken later 
and, as conclusions are reached, Parliament will 
be invited to consider them.

The events in other lands to which I have referred 
are a vivid reminder that our good fortune as 
Canadians includes rights and freedoms as well 
as material advantages. They alert us to the need, 
not only for vigilance in the conservation of our 
democratic institutions, but also to the importance 
of constant concern for their improvement. Efficient 
government, responsive to public requirements and 
open to public participation, is essential to the 
meaningful operation of the democratic process. 
It will be the more vital in the future as technology 
and science provide new and more immediate 
means for the dissemination of information and 
for the involvement, as individuals, of all our 
people. The Government has already taken steps 
to review its information services in order to 
introduce, as soon as possible, improvements by 
which the flow of information into and out of 
the government will be more efficient and effective, 
permitting the people of Canada a continuing, 
informed, and more active participation in the 
activities of their government. In addition, as part 
of the continuing process of modernization and 
development of governmental machinery, you will 
be asked during the current session to enact a 
Government Organization Act. This measure will 
complete a number of changes in organization and 
structure announced by the Prime Minister some 
weeks ago and will complement the Parliamentary 
reforms so fundamental to the successful operation 
of our democratic institutions.

The reinforcement and renovation of Parliamen­
tary and administrative machinery and the clearing 
away of the substantial backlog now outstanding 
in the legislative program, will free Parliament 
so that it can come to grips with difficult and 
pressing problems relating to youth, poverty, re­
gional disparities, urban growth, individual welfare, 
and the application and encouragement of scientific 
technology. These subjects are of concern to all 
governments in Canada and it is clear that a 
great deal more has to be done than has so far 
been contemplated. It would be wrong, however, 
to expect solutions to be found easily or indeed 
to be found at all except on the basis of close 
cooperation in good faith between federal, 
provincial and municipal governments not only in 
planning but in implementation as well.

To assist in this process it would be useful to 
have available to all governments an institute 
where long-term research and thinking can be 
carried out into governmental matters of all kinds. 
At the present time there is no such facility avail­
able in this country and it is the intention of my 
Ministers to bring before you in the near future 
legislation that will fill this most important gap 
in our governmental apparatus.

Members of the House of Commons:
During the current session you will be asked to 

appropriate the funds required for the services and 
payments authorized by Parliament. In addition 
to this business, the legislative program that the 
Government proposes is very extensive but many 
of the items have been seen before or are of an 
uncontroversial nature. A list of the Bills relating 
to the matters to which I have referred will be 
tabled by the Prime Minister later this day and


