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Mr. OLIVER. It has flot been prînted.
Lt is bulky, and it is flot desirable thnit it
should be printed, unless by the order of the
Ilouse.

Mr. POSTE~R. Lt will be presented to the
b-Tuse ?

Mr. OLIVER. Yes, if the House so wishies.
The report in regard to the timber lcenses,
will be laid on the table wlthini a very short
time.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Carleton, Ont.). In
this coanection, I would suggest to the
Prime Mlinister that the systemi of the House
is îlot very tborough. A return may be
ordered at the instance of some lion. gentie-

i and it rnay îîot be brought down during
that session. At the following session, the
gentleman by whom the motion was made
may iîot be a miemiber of the House. The
returu niay be ordered in the last session
of parliamient, andi, it nlay be forgotten ai-
together and not brought down. Lt wvould
seein to me to be a comparatively simple
matter to have laid upon the table of the
Blouse, at the beginning of each session, a
list of the returns ordered duning the pre-
vions session and ilot brought down, so that
members would have the information, and
also the attention of the different depart-
ments would be brought to tlie circumistance
that certain orders of the House have been
complied with. I do flot know what the
systemi is with regard to this matter, or
whether it is treated in any systematic
way. But If flot, I would venture to sug-
gest to the leader of the House, and to you,
Mr. Speaker, thait some amendment miglit
be made, so that the information might be
before us at the commencement of each ses-
sioni.

Sir WILF"RID LAURIER. There bas
been no systeni Up to the present time.
Every miember who moves for papers is sup-
posed to look after tlhem, and, hitherto, that
seems to have been sufficient. Sometimes a
member may forgot, or the occasion for'
which he required the information may pass,
or public lnterest may mît warrant the pro-
duction of the papers. But, if the papers
are really requlred lit the public lnterest
some member Is generally ready to look
after thein. The Secretary of State is the
minister who takes charge of these matters.
The work, 1 think, is done very thorougbly.
Up to, this titue there bas been no system,
except that wblch I have described, if It be
a systemn.

was Important, in my opinion, that the la-
formationshould be brought clown. The ne-
tura hiad flot been brought down by the
dying days of the session, and I do not
know whether it bas been brought down
yet or not. When ain order is made for a ne-
turn of that nature, the retura ought te, be
trought down dnrîng the session, unless
extremely strong reason is given to the con-
trary.

Mr. POSTER. Yesterday the leader of
the opposition (Mr. R. L. Borden) made ln-
quiry with regard to the Auditor Genera,';j
Report. It did not seein to me that the
answer of the Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) on thait point %vas very satîsfnctony.
The right hou, gentleman having the over-
sight of the whole business of the House
and, of course, being miost anxious tinat that
business should be proceeded with the full-
est information possible aad as rapidly as
possible, one -wonld think that lie would have
iloted the absence or such ail important do-
cument as this and would ]lave made iii-
quiry with reference to it. I am not sure
whether hie has doue so since yester-
'd1ay's reminder or not. In any case, I sub-
mit that the excuse offered is flot a good
excuse for the failure te bring down this re-
port-simply thait it is not legally required
to be produced until fifteen dhiys after the
opening of the bouse. The ex-Auditor Gen-
eral, a man of great experience, who w'as
very many years in office, said that tbere
was no difflculty at ail in having the earlier
portions of that report out before the end of
the year ami in the bauds of the members,
and the whole report could be ready by tbe
first of the year. As the goverumnent made
a change in thait office. it is to be supposed
thait they changed it for the betterment of
the service and increased rapidity of the
wvork, andi that it could not have been diffi-
cut-at least, need not have been difficuit
-for the new Auditor General to have had
bis report ready for members of the Blouse.
I was anxiously looking for it for montbis,
I expected t0 get the first instalment of it
about the last of Decemiber or along la Jan-
uary, so that I could have it studied up.
But now it appears fromn the Prime Minis-
ter's communication with bis officer that it
is Impossible for us to have it la due time,
and that it will have t0 he crowded In with
ail îthe other burried work of the session.
I wish the Prime Minister would look after
these things a littie better.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Would it be pos- Speaker, I wish f0 repel the soft Impeach-
sible for the Secretary of State to furnishi ment of my hion. friend (Mn. Poster) that I
uis witb that information for the last two have been neglectful of the supervision
sessions ? whicb hie thlnks I have over the officens of

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Ves. the goverument. My bon. friend knows
from long experience that the Auditor Gen-

Mr. T. S. Ar L SPROULE, (East Grey). A a n~ m sfot an officer of the government, bie Is
tuirh in which I was interested was, moved an officer of parliament, and I bave no
for at a comparatively early perlod last ses- more control over the Auditor General than
sion, and was afterwards referred to. It my hon. friend has himself.


