following:

"The systematic diffusion

of deliberately false or

distorted reports which
undermine friendly rela-
tions between peoples and

States,"

When the Indian motion came
before the Fourth Committee,
Mr. Désy opposed it. The amend-
ment was however carried by 13
for, 3 againgt, and 10 absten-
tions. Mr. Désy voted against.

The Conference, at a plen-
ary session on April 20th, ap-
proved by 26 for, 7 against,
and 2 abstentions, the new
wording of Article 17 as rec-
ommended by the Fourth Commit-
tee. This included the Indian
amendment. In voting for the
Article as a whole, Mr. Ford,
on behalf of the Canadian del-
egation, made a reservation on
the Indian amendment. Mr. Ford
said:

"I want briefly to place
on record the position of
the Canadian delegation in
regard to its vote on the
Convention.

"We voted for it because we
believe its primary purpose is
the maintenance of the prin-
ciple of freedom of informa-
tion as we understand it, and
the extension of its applica-
tion. However, we wish to re-
Serve our position in respect
to Article 2 of the Covenant
and particularly to the sec-
tion which reads: ‘The system-
atic diffusion of false or
distorted remorts intended or
likely to injure friendly re-
lations between peoples and
states.

"We fully realize that

freedom of information can-
not be absolute but we be-
lieve restrictions should
be of a character which
cannot be used by any gov-
ernment as an excuse for
suppressive measures.
"Worthy as are the ob-
Jectives of this clause, we
feel that it might open the
door to abuses by govern-
ments and offer them op-
portunity to curtail the
freedom of the press and of
other media of information."

UNITED KINGDOM
DRAFT CONVENTION

The same amendment also ap-
peared as sub-paragraph (j) of
Article 2 of the United King-
dom Draft Convention on Free-
dom of Information. While vot-
ing for the convention, Mr.
Ford made a reservation on the
sub-paragraph in the following
letters, addressed to the Sec-
retary of the Conference:

Geneva, April 22, 1948.
Dear Sir:

In view of the appeal of
the President to the delegates
to place in writing any expla-
nations on their vote on the
Convention on Freedom of In-
formation, we are formally
placing on record the position
of the Canadian delegation.

We voted for the Convention
because it enunciates the prin-
ciples in which we believe.
However we make a reservation
on Article 2 and particularly
on the restrictive clause (j)

which reads as follows:
‘The systematic diffusion
of deliberately false or
distorted reports which
undermine friendly relations
between peoples and States.

We feel that this clause
could lead to abuses of cen-
sorship on the part of govern-
ments.

Yours sincerely,
"Arthur R. Ford.n"
Acting Head of Delegation

John Humphrey, Esg.,
Secretary of the United
Nations Conference
on Freedom of Information,
Palais des Nations,
Geneva.

The Conference adopted the
First Convention by 28 votes
for, 6 against and two absten-
tions. The Canadian delegation
voted for the Convention with
a reservation. The Second Con-
vention was adopted by 33 for,
7 against and no abstentions.
The Canadian delegation voted
for the Convention. The Third
Convention was adopted by 31
for, 6 against, with 2 absten-
tions. The Canadian delegation
voted for the Convention with
a reservation.

(The report of the Canadian
delegation, with text of con-
ventions and resolutions adopt-
ed, will shortly be available
from the Information Division,
Department of External Affairs,
Ottawa. )
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