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The Edinburgh Communique

1. Commonwealth I-leads of Government met in Edinburgh from 24-27

October 1997. Of the 51 countries v.-hich attended the \,leeting, 43 were repre

sented. by Heads of State or Prime Ministers. The Meeting was chaired by the
British Prime Ministcr, the Rt I-Ion Tony Blair.

2. The Opening Session of the Mectingwas iiddressed by Her !\-lajcsty Queen
Elizabeth lI, Head of the Commonwealth.

3. Heads of Government expressed satisfaction at the return Of Fiji on 1 Octo-
ber 1997 to the Conlmonwealth, as its 54th member state.

4. Heads Of Government congrttulated the Govcrnments and peoples of

India and Pakistan who have recently celebrated their 50th anniversaries of
independence.

5. Heads of Government conveyed their appreciation for the excellent
arrangements made for their Meeting and the warm hospitality extended by the

British Government and people, as well as for the Chairman's admirable con-
duct of the ^Mceting.

6. Heads of Government adopted the Edinhtv;h Commonwealth Economic
Declaration on Promoting Shared Prosperity, which they saw as a fitting comple-
ment to the Harare Commonwealth Declaration of 1991.

7. I-Ieads of Government espressed concern about the special probletns of the
Least Developed Countries (LDCs). To enable tllem to share the benefits of

globalisation, they invited donors to work for the target of 0.15 per cent of GNP

for LDCs. They also resolved to promote the role of micro credit in poverty
rcduction.

Small States
8. I-leads of Governlier) t received With satisfaction the attached Report of
the Chairperson of the Ministerial Group on Small States. They also welcomed
the Report of an Advisory Group, A Future for Small States: Overcoming^ Vulner-
ability, as an important Commomvealnc contribution towards addressing the
p^u-ticular concerns of smtill states, andagreed on a package of ineasures to alle-
viate these concerns.
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