
A Canadian
Perspective

This exhibition takes the year 1903 as its starting point.
When Cuba opened its first commercial office in Canada,
both countries were still'in the process of achieving futl sov-
ereignty. In 1903, relations between the two countries were

almost entirely commercial. However they were beginning
to diversify from the traditional trade of Atlantic cod for

sugar and rum, as Canadian investors and settlers arrived

in Cuba to explore the opportunities for rebuilding the

island's infrastructure after many years of war.

By 1945, the two countries were ready to establish more

formai diplomatic relations. Both Cuba and Canada had

fought with the Allies in the Second World War, and both

participated in the founding of the United Nations. Canada

emerged from the war with a greatly enhanced role in the

world, and was keen to establish diplomatic missions in

many Latin American countries. Cuba was the first country

in the Caribbean selected by Canada for a diplomatic mis-

sion, and Prime Minister Mackenzie King chose a noted

writer and historian, Emile Vaillancourt, as Canada's first

Minister to Cuba. In one of his initial dispatches from

Havana back to Ottawa, Mr. Vaillancourt recounted his first

meeting with Cuba's Minister of State, Dr. Gustavo Cuervo

Rubio, as follows:


