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ever more directly, shaping the choices Canadians make. The world confronts many
dangers and uncertainties, from endemic poverty, disease and climate change to
organized crime and terrorism. In all this, Canadians recognize that doing what is
right for others is most often in our own long-term self-interest. A cleaner, safer and
healthier world will contribute to a cleaner, safer and healthier Canada. An open and
prosperous global community will create new opportunities for Canadians. Our
future is inextricably linked to the future of others beyond our borders.

Success in foreign policy depends in large part on how countries conduct themselves
and how they are perceived abroad. In this respect, Canada’s foreign policy has a
wealth of assets to draw on. Canadians are welcomed around the world because of
who we are and what we represent. We are a democratic, bilingual, multicultural, free
and open society that respects and celebrates its diversity. We are a country that strives
for the universal realization of human rights and a high standard of living for all.
Canada’s federal system is one in which, by and large, our levels of government

cooperate successfully.

This effort to update Canada’s foreign policy demands a focus on challenges as well

as opportunities before us. The Government is committed to doing what is right for
Canadians in managing our national policies and resources. Often this is best done by
joining forces with other nations. Many problems are too large for any one country to
tackle by itself: poverty, environmental degradation, infectious disease, and the threat
of international terrorism and organized crime, to name a few. Global interdependence
makes it imperative that Canada work with other nations in strong multilateral

institutions capable of promoting our collective interests.

The 1995 Policy Review and Since
The three pillars

Following extensive Parliamentary reviews, in 1995 the Government of Canada
released a statement, Canada in the World, setting out three related aims or “pillars”
for our foreign policy: the protection of our security within a stable global framework;
the promotion of prosperity and employment; and the promotion of the values and
culture that Canadians cherish. These three pillars define goals that Canada is pursu-
ing on many fronts, from multilateral institutions and bilateral relations to a host of

initiatives in response to recent global trends.




