
(CWB, December 6, 1972)

CANADIAN CONDITIONS FOR NEW ROLE IN VIETNAM

At a press conference on November 21, Secretary
of State for External Affairs Mitchell Sharp stated
that he had discussed with United States Secretary of
State William Rogers the proposed commission to
supervise the cease-fire in Vietnam. Canada had
previously offered to put at the disposal of such a
commission the contingent that is now part of the
International Control Commission in Vietnam, until
the calling of an international conference. Mr. Sharp
stated that Canada had made no other commitments
at that time, adding: "«and 1 made no other commit-
ments during our talks during the weekend".

The Minister said he had sought clarification
on the following points:

"First, that the proposed supervisory commission
would be acceptable to all the parties - that is, the
North Vietnamese, the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of South Vietnam, the Government of
South Vietnam and the United States - and that the
protocol governing the operations of the commission

would be accepted by all the parties.
"The second point: that there would be some

international authority to which the commission would
report.

"Thirdly, that the procedure for reporting by the
commission would be workable.

"Fourth, that the commission would have freedom
of movement to investigate in all parts of South Viet-
nam.

'"Many of these points cannot yet be fully an-
swered but I was satisfied that the United States
understands our position, and we shall make the
same points to the other parties to the proposed
cease-fire.

"I would also like to make some points clear:
"First is that the proposed supervisory commis-

sion is not a military force like the peacekeeping
force in Cyprus. Its function is to observe and report,
not to keep the peace.

"Secondlv, we will accept this responsibilitv
only if we are asked to do so by all the parties to
the cease-fire. In other words, we would not be acting
on behalf of the United States. The request must
come from the North Vietnamese as well as the United
States and be agreeable to all four parties.

"And finally, if we do accept, it will be for the
purpose of helping to bring the war in Indochina to
an end."

their report will be available for publication in the
near future.
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