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APRIL.  FOREIGN TRADE $442, 000 . 000 

eNONIWS AGGREGATE!elt707,0 00, 000:.  Foreign 
 : trade . of . Canada Aprill ,aa a • valued, at $442,.- 

000,000 .. aè çàgapared with $424,000,1300 in the 
. preceding and . .$419, 000,000.in.  the  corres-
.ponding • mcinth •I a ért • y eir .7ac co rding : to • the 
. D6minion : Bureau :o.f •.Statisti Cs: Aggregate • for 
- the ,fou. i.months..-ending :April • vnas  $1,707.000.-
000  as 'against . ' $1,  583,00,00Q  in the: similar 

.peried:Of • Igo,:  an  increase:O• 7.8 .per: Cent 
.Mer"chandise:rimports • in April increased - in 

:value. . to • $226, 700, 000 .frnm • the • March:. tOtal "of 
. $197; 100  .000  , a. • similar m"ovem en t : to 
th •of • the - iw6- p.receding years :Shen • Apri / 
figuree, contrarY.: to • the pre.'-.war trend, were 

•enbetentitilly ...higher: than those • for • March : The 
: month ! a • toted : *as • s.light : above the • Ap ri 1 
1947 figUre Of $225;600,000. During the four 
mdflthndingAprl, isipo.r.ts - totalled . $812," - 
000,000.eS coMpared: With $785,400.000 • in the 
like period:of .  1947, :a - rise:of •3.4.per cent. 

Featured • by • furthet • -gain's in. sales: to the 
United :States,. • Canada !s.• merchandi se . exports 

: in April'. were valued, at $212," 300, 000 . as com-
pared th . .$228, 400.000 in  Marchand  $190,- 
900,000 in April.last• year. Total-for:the-four 
mon th s • •ending - April was. $884, 400. 000 compared 
with $788..000,000. a year :ego, "an. inc .rease: of 

•12.percent. 
• • 	 . 	. 

•• 	BACANCE'OF7TRADE 

. The bal once . of .• trade wi•th all • couritrieswss 
tat favourable • to Canada: in • Apri 1 to • the extent 
of  $11, 600, 000. is cempared: with • a favourable 

: balance: of• $33;900,000.  in March:end an adverse. 
: balance • of • $32,  200,000 in April .last • year.. :• In 
the  first four 'months:of -thi.s 'year, -however, 

:the favourable:balance.- rose 7 re 7 e83.4o0.000_as 
•against' .  $12, 200,000. in. the like.p eriod: Of "1947. 

The montla!s: debit:balance - with • the United 
•State s: was • .$48 , 000 , 000 ..as • against $24, 200 , 000 
. in March. and $91,600,000 . in .April.last year b  
and- the • four-mon th • debit : 'attic e • declined • to 
$155; 900,000...compared: wi th •  $294,800,000,  in .. the 

. similar period • of: 1947.. 
- AS' the . result f ..targer:"dollar.intirshases : of 

British goods, ....the- favourable:W .116race • va . the 
Un ited Kingdom • in : Apri 1. was : reduced : to.".  $19, 
800,000 as ceMp.ared :with $37,700, an in_March 

:and $30,400,000 .  in.Apx,:iLa year. ago, . with: the 
•four-month :total - standing at • $134800,000 
compared:with. $135; 100,000.in:the same.period 

•of 1947. 
Chief:features .of Canada!s  import - triade.  in 

•April• were: a substantial...decline in purchases 
from . the United  • States as --compared wi th the 
high levels oU last year:arid à continuance•of 
the 'upward "trend • in • imports : . from the • United 

 .Kingdom. On the commodity :side,•• there :were 
marked:advances -in • the arrivals  o f  farm • and 

•othe• - machitiery, crude petroletim. and petroleum 
p rodue t s ; :raw : and • unmenu fac tured woo 1 , and 
sharp decreases' in: those . of: cotton, flant, heap 

:and jute products. 	 • • 

:Imports • from.. the United  States:wets valued 
at ,$159, 500,000 .  as ..  against • $181,600, 000  in 

 April.last year,  the  decline .o f -  $22,  100, 000  
comparing with . a drop • of $26 ,800 ,000 . in March. 
Aggregate imports:for:the- four .monthe ending 

•- April were • $58 4,600., 000 . cemp a red • wi th.. $622, 
• 000,000 in 1947, the: substantial reductions. in 

. March. and April:and a•small:decliste.in February" 
:being partly'offset:by'higher- figures  • for -Jan. 

- elipments received:from:the ùnited Kingdom 
•: advanced': from • $21,600 ,000 in . March . to $24, 

600,000 te reach:the . highest post4,war.month's 
figisre. !Ibis compares: with $12, 700,000. in April .  

.lest year - and • the 1935-39:Aprit: average  of  
;400,00 0.  Cumulative . total for:the ja .nuary 

April.  period .  rose:to e5;700; 000 . this • year. as 
. against  $51,400,000  in 1947. 	• 

• . 

	

FROM LATIN AMERICA 	... 

Aggregate - imports -from • the Latin American 
countries; also : rose- sharply • in April to $20, - 
100,000 compared•with $13;000,000 last y .ear, 

:largest - increases :being :in .purchases :from 
'Cuba, .Mexico, :Son Domingo:and - Venezuela:while 
•those. from - Argentina were , sharply : fewer. .1m-
. ports • from - European : count ri es :were : alma st 
•unchanged : from • 1947, • standing: at $4, 280,000 . as 
•against • $4,242, 000, • whi te the - aggregate : for 
°Thar '.foreign countries: was• moderately : higher b 

:Among :British :countries • other . : than • the 
:Uni ted • Kin gdoni , Laporte from • AuStra li a in-
. creased: to . $2. 483..000 :comp' tared: with $679, 000;' 
. and •Nevi• Zeialaàd, • $1, 761,000 - against • 24, 000:• 
Imports  from •.Indi : and - Pakisten7.together: fell 

:43 ff • to • $476 , 000 :compired7wi th $3; 700, 000 :a 
year •earlier, skid • from Ceylon:to $482,000 

: compared th $1, 104,000. • 

Amens the : comma di ty grotip s , imports : o f 
:non,metallic.:minerals:and:Productsin - April 
. were sharp IY • hi gher :at $45;À00, 000 . compared 
with $31;800 1  000 .lait •year, !crude:petroleum 
increasing to : $16 ; 900, 000 composed: with  $9,.-
300,000  . and . petrol eum" _products : to $7, 200, 000 
compared: wi. th  • $3, 900;000 -and -Moderate • gains 

:being shown - for:coal : end :;Co.al products. The. 
iron and iron .products :group . increaeted : to 

•$70,  3Q0,009  compared: with • $66., 700;•000, farm 
implements:and-machinery .jumping to $15,000,- 
000 from $9, 700,000 . last •year . and • househo Id 

•mac.hinery, :mining, :metallurgical, :business, 
printing : and: other :non. farm :machinery -making 

. smaller -  gains.: Imports of passenger: and: freight 
atitoinebi les:declined .: to $1;500,000 from. about 

: 	,000.000,. while automobile:parts:were  slight- 
lydowerat $8,600,000. • 	- 

Imports : o f 7 fibres: and -. textiles 'declined: in 
•Apri I- to $33, 103, 000:wag:tared: with $39,900, 000, 
cot ton products 7 fa fling to : $7, loaepoo . from 
$15; 000, 000 -and: flex, 'hemp ! and jute  products 

• to • $78 9, 000 : frOm • $3, 600, 000 whi le raw and 
unmariu factu red :wool  'rose  . from: $1,600,000 .. to 
$5;!300-, 000 . and:wool products: and • taw cotton 

•and. linters 'moved moderately-upward. 	• • 

RETAIL TRADE UP 13 'PER 'CENT:  . A gain .0 f 13 
per cent in retail..trade occurred in April 
compared . with the corresponding month last 
year. This advanCe•conformed .closely to the 
average percentage: rise. in ea rli months  of  
the Year, :sales-in 'the. f irst four.zonths of 
1948 : standing per :cent : above : those: in.. the 

- saMe.period •of list year. :Unadjusted. general 
;index -  for 14. retail_ trades, on- the - base 1.935- 
. 39100, • stood: at  254.5  for - April, 244. 2. for 
:March, and 224. 5 ;for .April, .1947.- 
. :Department :stores -  continued the series of. 
marked increases: of. the. past :months . when • sales 
moved 20 per cent above Apr il 1947. volume.. 
Women's apparel shops ranked second with a 
gain of 19 per cent end were followed by food 
and man's  clothiing • storee with increase's of 
15 . per cent and 14 per 'cent, respectively. • 

 Only these four trades recorded "gains eitceeding 
the average rise in sales, each of the remain-
ing 10 trades reporting increases of smaller 

• proportions. 	• . 
On the whole, gains for the individual 

trades in April were strikingly similar .to 
their average gains for earlier months of the 
year with little indication of any• recent shift 
in the pattern of consumer purchoses, 

• 

COST- OP- LIVING:  The Dominion Bureau of Stet-
i,stics released on June 10 cost-of-living 
indexes for eight regional' cities for May 1, 
together -with those for April 1 and. May 1, 1947. 
Between April 1 and May 1, six of the eight 
*city cost-of-living indexes showed advances 
slightly greater than the Dominion increase of 
1.7  points.  Winnipeg and Edmonton failed by a 
slight margin to equal the Dominion change. 
The largest increases were recorded in- the 
Montreal andWancouver indexes, both of which 
' advanced 2.5  points. Of the group indexes 

• those for •food 'arid clothing increased in all 
of the'eight cities. Food prices increased 
quite substantially while clothing prices 
gained only slightly: 

•PROPERTY REHABILITATION:  The Department 
of External Affairs reminds . Canadien  citizens 

'. who have claims  for restoration and rehabili-. 
.tation of • their property situated in Hungary,. 
Rottman/a or Finland that, in order to avoid 
any riak of forfeiting their rights under 

•Treaties of Peace with these countries,. a 
• fornial claim must be filed With these res-
pective Governments not later than September 
19, 19.48: Claimants shou/d communicate without 
delay with the Department of External Affairs, 
Ottawa, for information on the procedure to be 
followed. Claimants are..advised that., not- 

• withstanding any action .taken previously by 
them. applications for restoration of property 
must now be resubmitted. . 	. 
• In order to allow time for "the transmis- 

• sion of such claims, all completed submissions 
should be sent to the Department of External 
Affairs before July 31, 194F. 

(C. If. B. June  i8,  1948)  

TWO CANADIANS HONOURED:  The  Royal Geograph-
ical Society on _June 14 in London presented 
two of its most coveted medals to Dr. Charles 
Camse II, C.M.G. , LL.D. , P.R. S.C. , former 
Deputy Minister of Mines .and Resources, and 
Inspector Henry Larsen  of-the  Royal Canadian 
Mounted  Police  for • their .contribueiohs .to • the 
advancement .of :the - science of geography. It is 
a singular honour that .  theae ,  two •medals come 
to Canada in .the same year. 

Dr. Camsell•was awarded the Founder's Medal 
for his contribution to the geology • and geo-

. graphy of the Canadian North. and for his work 
.in advancing geographical science in the Domin-
ion. The . award was made by. •His Majesty the 
King two years ago but owing to  the  difficulty 
of obtaining gold for minting, the presentation 
had .to be delayed until .this year. •. • 

Inspector Larsen, who navigated.- the R..C.M.p. 
schooner St. Roch eastward and • westarard through 
the famed Northwest Passage:along Canada's 
Arctic shores, was awarded- the .Patron's Iviedal 
for this outstanding achievement. • 

Dr.. Camsell..sai led for .London:earli.er. in 
the Month --to receive. his • award :and :at the 
request of Inspector •Larsen  he • accepted the 
Patron 's Medal on béhalf.of • the R.Ç.M.P.: nav-
igator, " 

BUTTER AND CHEESE:  Creamery butter prqduction 
in May amounted to .30,698.000 pounds .  aup com-
pared with  31,487,000  in the corresponding 
month last year, a decrease of 2.5 per -cent, 
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
Luring the "five ion this • ending May, 77,422,000 
pounde were produced compared:with  g2,853,000  
in the like period,of 1947, a decrease.  of 6.6 
per cent. 

Cheddar cheese output .in_Mey totalled 9,- 
606,000 pounds as against 13,393,000 in the 
.same.month last. year )  while. the "five-mon-th 
figure stood at, 16 ,603,000."pounds compared 
with 25,0.46,000.. Production of • concentrated 
milk products in May amounted to 45234,000 
pounds comparecUwith 37,38 2,000 a year ago, 
and in the five months, I-20,710,000 pounds 
compared with 115,679,000. 

FARICWAGES HIGHEST RECORDED:  'eay wage rates 
for farm workers.in  Canada in 194.8 were the 
highest re.corded • since -the inception of the 
Bureau's farm wage survey in 1940.. With board 
provided by the •employers,  the average farm 
wage rate perds>'  for all Canada at May 15 
was $3.93 as compared vrith $3.59 at:the:Warne 
date in 1947. When no board was provided, the 
daily rate was  $4.89 as against $4.55 a year 
earlier. The average monthly wage rate with 
board for all Canada was .$33.26  as  compared 
with  $77.01a  year ago. Idien workers peovided 
their oval board the average rate for men hired 
by the month rose  from $103,96 in May la .st  
year to $1.13.07 in May .1948, Provincial Wage 
rates, in each case, were lead by British 
Columbia.  . 	. 


