
through amalgamnation of two of
these - the Grain Growers' Grain
Company in Manitoba and the AI-
berta Farmers' Co-operative Elevator
Company. Though some of the early
co-operatives survived and are still
in existence, many either failed or
evolved into joint-stock companies.
These were handicapped by lack of
appropriate legisiation dealing with
their incorporation and operation.
Manitoba passed the first provincial
co-operative act in 1887, and Quebec
followed suit in 1906. In 1908, a fed-
eraI bill for the incorporation of co-
operatives passed the House of
Commons only to be rejected by the
Senate.

Provincial co-operative legisla-
tion gradually became general.
Meanwhile the need was felt for
some common association among
co-operatives. Thus a small group of
leaders met in Hamilton, Ontario, on

they failed. Meanwhile, the farmers
of Western Canada, havinq built a
system of co-operative grain eleva-
tors and creameries, developed a
keen interest in the pooling principle,
through which they could receive av-
erage annual prices for their produce
rather than the prevailing market
price on delivery date. Pooling was
particularly attractive to marketers ol
cereal grains, as farmers were in the
habit of delivering most of their grair
during the autumn, when prices wer<
generally lowest. By 1925, Prairie
farmers had organized three large


