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legislated in matters of practical concern in the interests of public order (ordre 
public) reserve the right not to introduce any further legislation. The United 
Kingdom also reserve a similar right in regard to each of its dependent territories. 

"The Government of the United K ingdom reserve the right to postpone the 
application of paragraph 3 of article 23 in regard to a small number of customary 
marriages in the Solomon Islands. 

"The Government of the United Kingdom reserve the right to enact such 
nationality legislation as they may deem necessary from time to time to reserve 
the acquisition and possession of citizenship under such legislation to those hav-
ing sufficient connection witb the United Kingdom or any of its dependent 
territories and accordingly their acceptance of article 24 (3) and of the other 
provisions of the Covenant is subject to the provisions of any such legislation. 

"The Government of the United Kingdom reserve the right not to apply sub-
paragraph (b) of article 25 in so far as it may require the establishment of an 
elected Executive or Legislative Council in Hong Kong and sub-paragraph (c) of 
article 25 in so far as it relates to jury service in the Isle of Man. 

"Lastly the Government of the United Kingdom declare that the provisions 
of the Covenant shall not apply to Southe rn  Rhodesia unless and until they in-
form the Secretary-General of the United Nations that they are in a position to 
ensure that the obligations imposed by the Covenant in respect of that territory 
can be fully implemented." 
Notification under article 4 (3) of the Covenant 

"The Government of the United K ingdom notify other States Parties to the 
present Covenant, in accordance with article 4, of their intention to take and con-
tinue measures derogating from their obligations under the Covenant. 

"There have been in the United Kingdom in recent years campaigns of 
organised terrorism related to No rthern Irish affairs which have manifested 
themselves in activities which have included murder, attempted murder, maim-
ing, intimidation and violent civil disturbances and in bombing and fire-raising 
which have resulted in death ,  injury and widespread destruction of property. 
This situation constitutes a public emergency within the meaning of article 4 (1) 
of the Covenant. The emergency commenced prior to the ratification by the 
United Kingdom of the Covenant and legislation has, from time to time, been 
promulgated with regard to it. 

"The Government of the United Kingdom have found it necessary (and in 
some cases continue to find it necessary) to take powers, to the extent strictly re-
quired by the exigencies of the situation, for the protection of life, for the protec-
tion of property and the prevention of outbreaks of public disorder, and includ-
ing the exercise of powers of arrest and detention and exclusion. In so far as any 
of these measures is inconsistent with the provisions of articles 9,  10(2), 10(3),  12 
(1), 14, 17, 19 (2), 21 or 22 of the Covenant, the United Kingdom hereby 
derogates from its obligations under those provisions." 

VENEZUELA 
Upon ratification: 

Article 60, paragraph 5, of the Constitution of the Republic of Venezuela es-
tablishes that: "No person shall be convicted in a criminal trial unless he has first 
been personally notified of the charges and heard in the manner prescribed by 
law. Persons accused of an offence against the res publica may be tried in absen-
tia, with the guarantees and in the manner prescribed by law". Venezuela is mak-
ing this reservation because article 14, paragraph 3(d), of the Covenant makes no 
provision for persons accused of an offence against the res publica to be tried in 
absentia. 


