
I his conduct of the United Nations intervention i the Congo and ini
the role whicli he performed in relation to other situations, U Thant further
demonstrated bis qualities of perseverance and calin judgment. Tliroughout
the year, lie had shown a marlced ability to make administrative adjustments
in the Secretariat which brought about a more satisfactory balance in its
composition and a renewal of Secretariat confidence witliout impairing its
essential. character as an international service. As Acting Secretary..General,
U Thant had displayed the courage of his convictions without incurring
dispicasure, particularly among the great powers. It was the view of an
overwhelming number of members that he should continue in office for a
regular terni of five years, dating, at his owfl wish, from November 3, 1961.
His unanimous election ensured that Uic organization would have the benefit
of bis steady baud and quiet influence for stability.

During bis tenure as Acting Secretary-Generaî and i addition to bis
widesprcad interest in pressing political problems, U Thant bas sought to give
new eniphasis to the economic and social work of Uic United Nations anid the
Specialized Agencies. In public statements and in a number of reports, ic lias
stressed the need to eradicate Uie basic causes of viar (poverty, famine and
disease) and to give strong support to the programmes envisaged for thc
Unitcd Nations Decade of Developmcnt. The work of thc United Nations
and Uic Specialized Agencies in Uic cconomic and social fields, wbicli occupies
a much larger proportion of Uic international civilian staff tlian any oUier lcid
of activity, goes along so quietly Uiat it does not alWays receive Uic publie
attention whicb it deserves. Yet it is incrcasingly apparent that sucssi
raisiug living standards in Uic I ssdeveloped areas and in exadn and
stabiliziug international cconomic relations may, i the long run, settie Uic
question of war and peace.

For Uic lcss-dcvelopcd nations, the maintenance of peaceful progress in
future may well depend on wheUicr tlicy are able, soon and sufficientl, to
establish for theniselves viable ecoiiomics and stable sotleties. For those
nations, political independence will bc meaningless unlesa it is se inpaniccj by
economie uplift and well-being. If Uic newly establiubed goverient fail to
provide the desired economic and social beneft, unrest andi revoît cau bc
expccted to follow, wltli ail the opportunities whicih this would offer fny
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