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have ita origin ini the most remote causes. Probleins which
have lain dormant for centuries rnay sudderily assume a vital
importance for one side or the other, possibly for both. W.
ini each country are now in the situation of two men who
have inherited adjoining farina, with old servitudes yet ini
existence. Such an affair cani be settled only in a moment
of passionate entbusiasin. This la such a moment.

But the niethod should vary with the rnood; not hy
commnissions, by diplomatic conventions, by formai exohange
of arguments; flot by remembering past disputes, but forgettirag
them, and looking to the future in a friendly conversation
between the persons iinmediately concerned. Only the~
bistorical sequence of eventa should be kept in mind, ainos
ail Our relations are merely a part of general history. From.
the beginning we on bothi aides have laboured to remove any
cause froin which offence inight corne; but ini every case the
settiement waa délayed until grave danger was actually at
hand.

The Ashburton Treaty of 1842 was only effected in sight
o>f war. Uy this treaty the. north-east boundary of the
United States was established, but a state of war had already
existed. In 1839 hostilities had broken out in Aroostoêk
county. Arreata were made by tihe authorities of New
B~runswick and of Maine; the, ?resident waa authorized to
eall out the Militia; ten million dollars were voted for military
defence; and General Winfield Scott was sent upon the 8cene.
Hie ws able to arrange a truce on March 21st, 1839, on tern
of joint occupaney; and arbitration took the place of war.

The danger had been foreseen; but for fifty years it wa
allowed to remain. As early as 1794 the Jay Treaty provided
for a Commnission to decide wliat the. St. Croix river-the
Maine boundary-actually was; and four years later the

Comison decided that it wasthe river flling ifto Pasn-
quoddy Bay. The isianda in that Bay were next in dispute,
and by the Treaty of Giient 1814, thia matter also wae referre4
to a Cmiso. A survey waundertaken in 1817-18, and
a furtiier Commission appointed. This body met firsat
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