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The text-book holds an important place in
x-hool affaira, for there could be no echool
werc iL flot for text-book privileges. However,
the text-hook bas been abused to a great
extent and one of its chief abuses bas been
aind continues to be the misuse during the
recitation. There wus a time when the text-bo6k
was thought to be the only thing worthy of
consideration in echool affaira, and the teacher
who followed literally the outlinés and sugges-
t ions as given in the teXt-book was coisidered
as fulfilling ail necessary obligations. Many
teachers at the present time do no more, but
demande and expectations have changed. No
longer je the teacher expected to ffilow a text-
book by hewing exactly to the line as shown
by the book.1 1

Text-books have been prepared to meet the
requirements of pupils with whom the author
is familiar. The author cannot be familiar
with ail classes of pupils Mi ail parts of the
cou ntry, therefore, what is uatisfactory with
pupils in one place will in ail probability be
unsatisfactory ini another instance. School vary,
pupils vary, and to make the text-book fil 'its
great mission the, teacher muet vary the instruc-
tion to meet the needs of the specific Ïchool.

Then, again, text-books become out of date.
What teacher could foilow any printed text
ini geography and give the pupils instruction
covering actual facts? New text-books are
being constantly written, but it would be im-
possible to have text-books prepared rapidly
enough to keep up to date with ail the progress
of the world, and nekther would k be advisabl
to change books every time a new edition.
came from the pres, It is even difficul¶t t
have sufficient books to supply the pupils uniler
the present,,plan of keeping old texte for many
years.

The text-books ehould be an outline guide ini
the bande of the teacher. It should net be
followed literally. The teacher sheuld mot assign
a certainý portion- for a certain recitatiow and
then expect the pupils *0 learn that sud nothing
more. Marty text-books have liste of suàggesive
questions, and-there are teachers -pity them

and their, pupils - who follow thon est
questions and when the pispil. cas asw*e,
the quesftions te the aisatof cithttsib
the uxt leusn is ausigse d tl,eà
closes. Pupils under sm& i.imb tu, b, bb
applying themselvesto tWor *ork. 
what hma been tcrmied it uku
pedfias and the gret troubl is tWlsW,09-
soon ont of date.
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