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agreeing to use thein as far as iight be practicable.

The encouragement accorded ta this'first list was

sucb that a second list, containing seventy-fivel

amended spellings, with quotations of 1rules and

authorities supporting the usage wvas. isàued. Anmong

the words recominended for sinipler spelling are

ake, agast, alfabet, bedsted, boro, quire, (let, eg, ini-

stea(l of. ache, aghast, alphabet, bedstead, borough,

chioir, debt, egg.

Free Text-Books.

The demand for free text-books in the schools of

these provinces is daily growing stronger. During

the recent election contest in New Brunswick the

goverument party made this a plank in its platformi,

S and it is believed that the legislature of Nova Scotia

will look favourasblyl upon 'the proposaI. At a

recent meeting of the school board of Yarmouth,

says the Herald, a resolution was passed asking the

government ta permit the board ta supply f ree of

-charge the text-books used by the pupils. A memn-

ber of the St. John city scbool board gave notice of

la similar resolution a few weeks ago.
There is sa much utility and economy iii the pro-

posed step that it should nat be longer delayed. In

several of -the Unitpd -States f ree text-books have

been supplied to schools for many years past, and

the results are bath economical and satisfactory. A

governmnent can make a good bargain with publish-

ers which. private individuals have no power ta do.

A greater, saving would resuit, because the- books

inay be used continuously until worn out, whereas

naw those which are baught at considerable sacrifice

by parents of narrow means remain unused after

their children le ave school.
The province of Alberta has the hanour of being

the firs t province in the, dominion. ta provide free

text-books. As yet itsupplies anly readers, but nc

doubt other boaks will soon be added ta the list

Other provinces will no doubt soon follow the'gooc

example of Alberta.'

It Io Character that Counts.

1)r. Gea. R. IParkin, the commissioner of th

IRhodes scholarship trust, in commenting a few day
ag<) anteq ities that make successful scholars

said: ~A scholar sh-ould nat be judged by bis prize

taking qualities. Many whoi have won the leas

-honours in that, way have done the most good. 1

is a man's high character that counts. The Rhode
trusteles alwàys consider that, and do not care s

nmuch about bis distinctions. They like earnest
workers that nîean business."

How often we find that the brilliant student who

wins prizes is flot heard of after he leaves college.

It is the steady plodding worker who gradually

forges ahead-the one who wisely divides his time

betweefl the s tudy of books, wholesome recreation

and exercise, and a healthy social contact. with his

fellow cratures. Tbis is true flot of college students

alone, but of boys and girls in our public schools.

Tbev should be encouraged to think that ail healthy.

games and exercises are a tonic to the mmnd as well

as to the body, and are as necessary in the formation

of character as the studies of the school. Too many

teachers think that the play and exercise of thei r

puipils may be safely left to the children themselves;

but the wise teacher finds in the social'contact with

children, and the direction of their sports and ganles,

a great opportunity to mould character and a whole-

some preparation for the active duties of life.

Our Picture for Maroh.
If aur readers have the pictures framed of the two

boys plotting mischief (" Mischief Brewing," RE-

VIEW, January, 1907), and the boy who may have

thrown the snowball at the elderly gentleman

("Guilty or Not Guilty," REvIEW, -Marcb, 1907),

this picture of the littie girl-the demure-littie girl

who neyer did any rnischief-may-be placed between.
theni.

It is a reproduction of the painting by Sir Joshua

Reynolds of "IThe Strawberry Girl,". a little niece

of that famous painter, named Offy, who lived in
an English village. Sir Joshula off ered to take Offy

to London to, live with hiu, gs her father had died,

leavi4t ber mother very little to live upon. The

offer was accepted, and the little country girl left

her plain cottage home toi live in a fine bouse in

London. This she no doubt enjoyed very much, but

*not sa much as to, keep ber f romn being homnesick

once and a while for her pretty country home and

ber little schoolmates.
* One bright morning early in June she began ta

tbink of the nice wild strawberries that she used ta

egather in ber native fields, and she wished to be

sthere, away f rom the noise and crowds of the Great

London. So she dressed berself in a little old dress
that she used to 'Wear in the country, put on a cap,

t hiding ber pretty hair, and over ber amin carried* a

t long cone-like basket. Then she wandered about

s -her uncle's studio, where ,he was painting his pic-

0 tures, and looked into the corners and made believe
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