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fied ratepayers of -the city of Otta'wa, a power to, compel the.
municipal <couneil to, commit the ci'ty irrevocably to the Benni.
waterworks scheme, pass the by-law, borrow the money, invade
a sister province, and enter at once upon this gigantie work;
and this without profiles, drawings, plans, specifications, or
specific in-formation of any kind. 1 say '«a power in anybody
to comp-el the council to pass this by-lawv" because it îs not sug-
gested that it eau be upheld as the 'voluntary aet of the couneil.
On -the contrary, upon the argument of this motion, it was
franlkly admitted that the riglit of the council, of their own
motion, to withdraw the decision of this matter fromn the rate-
payers was cono-lusively negatived and set at rest by the pro-
ceedings against the former by-law (sc ante 370) ; and the. soie
ground upon whieli it is urged that this by-law is valid la that
the Chief Officer of Lloalth 'for Ontario has power to orde'r, and
lias ordered, this thing to ho done. I pass over the strenuous
effort of Mayor E l'ls to, make sure of being "compelled to pas
the by-law," as, whatever opinion 1 inay have of the propriety
of tactica of this kind, 1 require no argument to, convince moe
that i this, as in ail cases, Dr. MeCullougli was actutated solely
by wliat lie eonceived to be i the public interest.

When it was proposed a fow yoars ago by a Federal Govern-
ment, strongly entrenched in the confidence of the Canadien~
people, to inaugurate a great national work, at an estinxated eot
te the country (I do flot mean a total expenditure) of about
$13,000,000, it was not for one moment pretended that this could
b. done mithout the sanction of the pcople 's representatives i
Parliament, and weeks and months were eonsumed in ivesti-
gation aud discussion before the expenditure was approved. Iti
a startling Proposition thon that, although the administration of
the. Domninion le controlled i the expenditure of inoney in the.
way 1 have Întimated, yet one man, the Chîef Olffcer of Healtii
for Ontario, despite the protest, it may bo, of any majority of!
lier citizons, has the power to, eoxpel a emalil colnmunity lik.
Ottawa to -assume a burden of $8,000,000, or, for that xnatte,
of $13,000,000 or more; and yet I have no 'doubt et all that, if
tiie proper stops and proceedings are taken to this end, -ths
officer lias this power; and further, although îtmay ho said that
thîs -is a long stop f romt govornment of the people by tlie People,
yet, in view of the criminel negligence of some municipalitig
it cannot h. said that tlie provisions of the Public Heltiu Act
are too arbitrary or drastie in this regard.

But, being an exceptional and drastic power, it is obvioua}u


