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EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION
The question of exernpting certain properties from

taxation bas been brought very mucli to the front by
some cases which have corne before the Legisiature
of Quebec. These have been in connection with the
Town of Outremont, which objected to a nunnery
overriding building by-laws wbich are in force in the
town, sanctioned by the Legisiature; and the Towns of
Longueuil and St. Lambert, whicb asked-and secured
-permission to tax church and school property
for local irnprovernents, such as street paving and
sidewalks.

The question is a very large and important one, as it
involves ail the large municipalities, and will gradually

reported in

The recent fight before the liegilature was based
upon a Bill which the sisters brouglit forward whieh
asked that certain building by-laws, under whicb the
Town had legally refused them permission to build on a
certain site, sbould be set aside for their persoinal,
pleasure. This not only makes a rnockery of the ad-
mirable custom of having good building by-laws, but
raises the question as to how f ar proprietors who bave
already had to submit to these by-laws have a right to
dlaim damnages. If damnages can be clairned, who is to-
pay them? The town certainly la not to blaine; so
it must be laid at tbe door of the Legislature wbichbhas
been cajoled into the change.

Then cornes tbe question of exemption from taxation
for 'a "school." The "Scbool" wbicb the Sisters pro-
pose to run at the expense of the proprietors of Outre-
mont, is really a ladies' college of a very expensive kind;
and we understand about seventy-five per cent. of tbe
pupils wil not be Canadians, but 'will corne frorn
foreign countries. As the site is wortb about two
million dollars and the proposed building will probably


