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IROAD BUILDING PROSPECTS IN U5. S.

At the second annual Convention of the Asphalt Asso-cia-
tion, held la New York, April 13, President Drancy predicted
thai, unless reactionary pessimism grips the United States,
700,000 mnen wiil be needed in the building of the 35,000 miles
of new highways contemplated this year under the billion
dollar rend programme outlined by the Federa1 Goverument
and the states and counties. Three hundred thousand more

mien, he said, will be needed in the quarries, gravel-pits,
cernent> brick and asphalt plants ai factories devoted to

the manufacture of road machinery. The road building boom,
lie thouglit, will wor< great benefit to the rallroads by bring-
ing into service one hundred thousand idle freiglit 'cars to
trans-port one hundred million tons of rond materials.

"'To Let a zreat army of one million men, now for the

DRAINAGE AND HOUSING SCHEMES.

It is interesting to note that in some of our housing
schemes concrete apparently has to be laid under certain
pipes, but not under others, owing presumably to the greater
streng-th possessed *by reinforeed conerete pipes as dis-
tinguished fromn those which are not so strongly reinforced.
In the advice given in the report of the comrnittee appQiflted
by t h Local Governient Board to consider questions of
building construction it -Nas pointed out .that econeinies could
be eEfected by the use of standardlzed concrete nianholes
which could be made at centres in parts and put together on
the site. It was stated that they could he suitably reinforc~ed
and jointed so as to foru strong and watertight manholes.
Thiis advice han been followed witlh very satisfa.ctery resuits,
and seems to have led to the increased use of concrete pipes.
The hiýgh price of stoneware pipes, of cast-iron pipes, and of
~brick sewers bas certainly tended to inýcrease the importance
of the concrete pipe. We have the -choie of severai pipes.
Some have the 'defect that the joints canlnot ha made water-
tight-they cannot be used for' wtertight sewers. Others
cati only be so uCsed if they are grouted in alter they are
mnade; these joints are not good. The question of the strength
of the pipe, especially *bere tihe pipe is made iu long leugths,
becomes very important when the cost of conerete required
fer foundations or for laýteral support is eonsidere<I. If a pipe
is strong enough to support itsel over a span of, say, 2J ft.,
as iu the case of a cast-fron pipe, and if the joints are of suci

nr-hlnnetp th>'d thev will withstand the strains set utp by a


